

Born in 1630 in Ehden, Lebanon, Estephan Douaihy served as the Maronite Patriarch of Antioch from 1670 to 1704. His leadership during a time of intense persecution under Ottoman rule was marked by resilience and an unwavering commitment to his faith. Known as "The Father of Maronite History," Douaihy dedicated his life to preserving the Maronite Church’s traditions and advancing education. He made significant contributions to Maronite liturgy and historical writings, ensuring the spiritual and cultural heritage of the Maronite community endured.
The beatification of Patriarch Douaihy was approved by Pope Francis, recognizing his virtuous life and the miracles attributed to his intercession. This process affirmed his profound impact on the Maronite Church and his enduring legacy as a model of faith and devotion. The Vatican’s recognition of Douaihy’s holiness underscores his role as a beacon of hope and inspiration for the Maronite community and the broader Catholic Church.
The beatification is not just a milestone for Maronites but a reminder of the enduring power of faith in the face of adversity. Patriarch Estephan Douaihy’s life and legacy continue to inspire those who seek to live with unwavering faith and dedication to the service of others.

