
CCM Breaks Ground for State-of-the-Art Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering Center 

By Matthew Allen, GACC 

 

On Wednesday, January 30th, in NJ the Morris County Board of Freeholders and County College of Morris 

Board of Trustees, along with regional and state officials, industry leaders and others, marked the 

groundbreaking of County College of Morris’ Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering Center. Morh 

than 200 people gathered to celebrate the center that will “support regional manufacturers by providing 

an innovative and inspiring learning environment where today’s students become tomorrow’s 

engineers” said CCM President Anthony J. Iacono. 

It was a beautiful day in the Garden state, where GACC representatives, Matthew Allen and Alexandra 

Hoffmann, joined Associate Vice President of Workforce Development & Dean of Professional Studies & 

Applied Sciences, Patrick Enright, (pictured), on a “hike” to the snow-covered site location. The day 

marked another monumental accomplishment of the college, where similarly, over 50 years ago those 

stood on the snow-covered campus to break the ground of the college.  

At the ceremony it was apparent how many supporters CCM has as a well renowned establishment. 

CMM President Anthony J. Iacono said “I look around the room and think about the relationships we are 

forging. The Morris County Chamber, the Mount Olive Chamber, I see we have Greg Stewart with us, 

and that we have Matthew Allen from the German American Chamber of Commerce and so many other 

partners who have continuously been supporting us on this journey time and time again”. All of these 

partnerships bringing the community together in ways we’ve never seen before in an effort to close the 

skilled workforce gap.  

Not only will the facility be an expansion upon its work of producing a pipeline of skilled workers, it will 

also serve as a resource to secondary schools where students can accelerate their education and obtain 

college credits. This is very important in NJ right now as we saw earlier this month with the NJDOL 

announcement of the Pre-Apprenticeship in Career Education (PACE) Grant which will help to prepare 

individuals to succeed in registered apprenticeship programs. All of these efforts and those involved are 

working closely together to form an all rise together mentality that will bring students the opportunities 

for a successful education and career path and also companies the skilled workforce that is needed.  

 


