
NJ Office of Apprenticeship awards GACC grant to develop German-style Apprenticeships 

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy last month announced grant awards totaling more than $3 million to 

fund programs that will employ and train registered Apprentices in  the Garden State.  

Through our close partnership with Morris County Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) and the dedication of 

our GACC NY apprenticeship representatives in NJ, Matthew Allen and Alexandra Hoffmann, we have 

been awarded the funding by the Department of Labor and Workforce Development’s Growing 

Apprenticeships in Nontraditional Sectors (GAINS) competitive grant.  

These funds will support the initial investment of companies hosting apprentices in the field of 

Mechatronics. We congratulate our first two participating New Jersey companies, Bäumer of America 

and Arconic. We are excited to connect them with the state’s targeted workforce development initiative 

and allow them to grow as strategic New Jersey manufacturers. The new apprentices will enter dynamic 

work environments with competitive wages and strong career development opportunities.  Upon 

completing their three-year programs, the apprentices will gain their Registered Apprenticeship 

credentials, German Apprenticeship certificates, and Associates Degrees, while accelerating their career 

development debt-free. 

The program will additionally concentrate on developing the current skilled workforce with the 

knowledge and resources to pass on their skills and build the next generation of their team.  Our first 

Train the Trainer course will be offered at the end of July to the participating companies and as well as 

other employers who are developing their skilled workers into leadership roles.  

GACC-supported programs have grown extensively throughout the US, securing placements for over 500 

Apprentices. Uwe Sharfy, CEO of Bäumer of America, was the first to sign on to this robust program in 

New Jersey. The pioneers at Bäumer have worked in the range of specialty machines for processing of 

polyurethane foam for already more than half a century. They carry out their work with a high degree of 

personal drive and commitment. They provide best-in-class solutions in their industry using cutting-edge 

technologies and are forecasting continuous growth needs over the next several years.  

While perhaps not a household name, Arconic produces the high precision engine components, which 

power our aerospace industry.  All airplanes flown in the US utilize Arconic’s parts.  And the single-

crystal super-alloys, which are only produced by Arconic in Dover, NJ, are used for the most advanced 

aerospace engines in production today.  This work is only a part of Arconic’s important production, 

which spans the industrial, automotive, construction and many other sectors thanks to the commitment 

of their over 40,000 employees.  They also are projecting accelerating growth in demand over at least 

the next 10 years.  

Both Bäumer and Arconic are excited to do their part in developing the next generation of skilled 

manufacturers.  We congratulate them on the start of this journey. 

 

https://www.morrischamber.org/
http://boa.baeumer.com/en/
https://www.arconic.com/global/en/home.asp
https://mychamber.gaccny.com/events/details/train-the-trainer-seminar-438



