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On November 16th 2017, the German American Chamber, Philadelphia partnered with the German 
American Chamber, New York to present the 3rd annual East Coast Industry Forum (ECIF), as well as the 
18th Annual Gala Reception. The ECIF conference targets German and American businesses located 
throughout the Northeast. The afternoon-long conference joined influential leaders of the transatlantic 
economy for engaging discussions on what is affecting their industries and yours.  

The first presentation was a fireside chat covering Nanotechnology presented by Dr. Mark Allen of the 
Singh Center for Nanotechnology. Dr. Allen serves as the Scientific Director of the Singh Center and 
helps combine the insight from the world’s of electrical engineering, mechanical engineering, chemistry 
and material science. Dr. Mark Allen has published approximately 120 journal articles and has 
approximately 40 patents.  

Following the presentations a panel discussion on an Insider Impression in Technology Transfer took 
place. This panel was represented by Mark Trabbold, Director of Business Development, Ben Franklin 
Technology Partners; Michael Poisel, Director, PCI Ventures; and Michael Blaustein, Business Advisor & 
Partner, MAB Innovation Group LLC.  David Gates President and Managing Director at Gates and 
Company moderated the panel. Transfer of Technology (TOT) is a growing and extremely complex 
process involving research facilities, technology brokers and private businesses.  The panel discussion 
looked at how the commercialization of technology R&D evolves into profitable business investments 
for VCs and established companies, alike. This high-stake channel may arguably be considered as the 
most dynamic commodity in the nanotech world. 

A second panel discussion focused on Logistics and Transportation to guide us through “smart 
distribution.” Within this panel presentation, the participating speakers includede Tamur Goudarzi-Pour, 
Executive VP of Corporate Public Policy of DP DHL; Jim Tyrrell, Chief Risk Officer (CRO) of the 
Philadelphia International Airport; and others to follow.  This panel was moderated by Don Cunningham, 
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation 
(LVEDC). Aligning the right product with the perfect timing, place and conditions is what combined 
logistics and transportation are all about. Our forum addressed the shift from traditional supply chains 
to open supply networks and drew attention to how your business must evolve with the advancing 
complexity of logistics networks - or face your “last mile”. 

The evening concluded with GACC Philadelphia’s 18th Annual Gala Reception, at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. The Gala Reception was the social highlight 
of the year for the German-American business community in the Greater Philadelphia region. This year’s 
gala included a special tribute to SAP America, Inc, honoring their Innovation Shaping Change.  

 


