National Updates

Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule 
Changes have now been implemented with respect to requirements regarding lead-based paint activities on pre-1978 properties.  The EPA is withdrawing its FAQ pertaining to Property Management Companies effective March 21, 2022. The FAQ exempts Property Management Companies from certification and recordkeeping requirements if they hired certified firms to perform covered activities and did not themselves employ workers who engaged in covered tasks.  

Section 8 Revitalization 
House and Senate Bills have now been filed with the purpose of increasing the number of landlords participating in the Housing Choice Voucher program.  NAA will be asking for our support on a local level by submitting letters of support to respective representatives. On a local level, we seen a lot of push-back on this issue.  The reasons given by various opponents of this measure stem largely from ignorance of the program and its rigid guidelines for qualification.  It’s important that we educate local community leaders with the facts about Section 8.  Congressional investigation has ultimately determined The Housing Choice Voucher program is proven to have positive impacts on voucher holders, including increased housing stability, reduced homelessness, and children lifted out of poverty.  As a public-private partnership, the Housing Choice Voucher program relies on the willingness of private landlords to accept vouchers.  Landlord participation is declining in the Housing Choice Voucher program, with an average of 10,000 housing providers leaving the program each year between 2010 and 2016.  Landlord participation is especially lacking in “high-opportunity neighborhoods” that have low poverty rates and good access to quality schools, jobs, and public transportation.

REAC Inspections Outreach 
Members at our national level held two meetings with HUD officials to discuss the long and ongoing issue of REAC inspections and the inefficiency of the current systems.  It appears that these efforts will not yield any results as HUD maintains it’s standard position that they must place “tenant safety” as their first priority.  While this is still opportunity to persuade HUD that a better process can exist, changes to REAC inspections do not look like they’ll be getting off the ground in the near future.  

National Flood Insurance 
National Flood Insurance was NOT reauthorized in the passage of the current budget however they have extended program with risk assessment to be released April 1.  

ADA and the DOJ 
The Website Accessibility act will soon be taking effect.  This essentially states that websites of public service, public accommodation, goods, and services, must be compliant with requirements that will be set forth in upcoming memo from ADA.  Changes to be expected are talk-to-text options, ability to change font sizes, coloring issues, read out loud options and so on … 


