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WORSHIP AT PLYMOUTH CHURCH
Sundays at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary

Lenten 2020 Series—Just Be
March 1 | Just Be: Quiet | First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 / Matthew 4:1-11 | Communion

March 8 | Just Be: Curious | Second Sunday in Lent
Psalm 121 / John 3:1-17

March 15 | Just Be: Astonished | Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7 / John 4:5-27, 39-42

March 22 | Just Be: Willing | Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 23 / Ephesians 5:8-14 | One Great Hour of Sharing

March 29 | Just Be: Imaginative | Fifth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 130 / Ezekiel 37:1-14

An Open & Affirming and Just Peace Congregation
of the United Church of Christ
Our Mission is to be a Christ-centered community led by the Holy Spirit that supports the spiritual journey of
all who strive to boldly live out their faith in the world. We are committed to diversity, spiritual growth, and
putting our faith into action locally and throughout the world.
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Minister of Music & The Arts
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Church Office 216-921-3510
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Pastor’s Corner
I was struck by the story Rev. David Long-Higgins told in his sermon at Plymouth about the man who was

shining his shoes. The man, as he finished shining Dave’s shoes, told him, “Now go and change the world.” Dave said
he was incredibly moved by this invitation, not knowing when he went to get his shoes shined that he was also
going to encounter a moment with the divine. In so many ways, that is our ultimate Christian calling. We are called
to take advantage of seemingly ordinary moments to help others encounter the love and grace of God.
This responsibility, this invitation, this call by God weighs heavy on my mind as I embark on this fatherhood
journey. This child whom Mary Pat and I are bringing into the world, will be shaped by us and the people around us.
I feel this heightened sense of calling, to create moments and opportunities to show love, grace, patience, hope, and
understanding in ways where my child will be given the chance to encounter the loving presence of God. In the
simple everyday moments, to love in a way that creates space for God’s love to shine.
Don’t get me wrong. I know I will be frustrated with this kid. I know so much of parenting will not go the

way I hope or plan. But no matter what decisions he or she makes, I feel as though there is no higher calling than to
allow God’s love to flow through me to them.
Finding communities that will do the same for our child is just as important to Mary Pat and me. This is why I
am thrilled our baby will be baptized at Plymouth Church (potentially Memorial Day weekend). Because I have
found this church to be a place where week in and week out, we are transformed by each other’s graceful, intimate,
vulnerable, loving, and courageous witness of faith and in that way, we each learn what it feels like to be loved by
Christ. I pray in gratitude that my child will have the opportunity to be loved by this church, and I pray with hope
that our community finds ways to extend that love deliberately to every person in our pews and in our larger
community.
With great thankfulness, I also wanted to update you all about my paternity leave plans for the upcoming
year. With the baby being born during Lent, I will not take my full paternity leave right away. My paternity leave will
start on March 14 (or earlier if the baby can’t wait) and then I will be back in church on Palm Sunday. During the
summer, I will be taking the rest of my paternity leave combined with some of my vacation. In addition, as part of
my professional development this year, I will be participating in the
Presbyterian General Assembly (their large denominational meeting held
every two years) as a representative from the Northeast Ohio Presbytery.
This takes place June 18 – June 28 in Baltimore. Immediately following
this gathering, I will take the rest of my paternity leave and some
vacation. This will keep me out of the office from June 29 through July 27.
Deborah, Jim, Leslie and I have worked through our schedules and have
planned for overlapping coverage to make sure the needs of the church
will be met.
Mary Pat and I are so grateful for the opportunity for me to take
paternity leave and are very excited about this time we will be able to
spend together as a family. Thank you. Please reach out with any
questions or concerns.
Peace,

Rev. Matthew Bauhof
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Treasurer’s Quarterly Report
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Treasurer’s Quarterly Report
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Upcoming Events
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Ministries & Opportunities
Our Plymouth Food Pantry is in need of donations! If you
are able to donate food to help those who are hungry, we are
looking for donations of the following or similar items:
Spaghetti with meat sauce, Corned Beef Hash, Canned
Chicken/Tuna, Canned Fruits, Cream of Mushroom/Chicken
Soup, Other hearty soups, Canned Vegetables, Instant Coffee,
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Rice/Boxed Dinners, and pasta noodles.
All donations are so greatly appreciated, thank you!

Women’s Bible
Study

1 PM | Room 102
First Sunday
of the month

CONNECTION
GROUPS

Connection Group 13, led by Paula ColhanSederstrom, will serve March 2020 to bring
together the congregation in small groups and
are essential in keeping Coffee Hour a priority
and a staple in the life of Plymouth Church.
EYEGLASS COLLECTION
Donate used eyeglasses to the Church Office.
Benefits go to the Mayfield Heights Lions Club & the
Lions Eye Clinic located at St. Vincent Charity Hospital.

Join the
Flower Delivery
Ministry!

Sponsored by Dave & Juanita Faulx

VOLUNTEER AT THE SHAKER HEIGHTS HUNGER CENTER
10 AM | 20120 Lomond Drive

Contact Juanita
Faulx for more
information at

440-247-1926 or contact Charlene Nevans

faulxj@yahoo.com

March 16, 18, 23 & 25

charlene_nevans@hotmail.com

VOLUNTEER AT THE CLEVELAND FOODBANK

PASTORAL CARE

Join us at the Cleveland Foodbank on Wednesday, March 18 from 6
to 8 PM. We will gather to sort food for the thousands of hungry
people in our community. All adults and children 12 and over are
welcome. Please don’t wear open-toed shoes. We’ll have dinner at
a local restaurant afterward.

If anyone has a pastoral need,
please contact the Associate
Minister, Matthew Bauhof at
248-561-6734.

Contact Paul Qua at pqua@driveclassic.com.
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News & Events
Les Delices is Moving In – For 11 years now as Artist in Residence, Les Delices has been giving
concerts at Plymouth Church and the surrounding Cleveland area. ArtsPlymouth has helped
this grass roots organization by
underwriting the costs associated with using
the chapel for rehearsals and concerts. We
are thrilled that Les Delices has blossomed
into an organization that is gaining attention
across the USA and they have expanded their
concerts in Northeast Ohio.
As part of this growth Les Delices has hired
their first full-time Executive Director, Laura
Kushnick. In addition, Les Delices has expanded their operations to include rental of office
space at Plymouth Church. Les Delices will be in the office space in the former PDO wing. We
are excited for them on this next leg of the journey and to welcome them to Plymouth Church
on a full time basis.
If you are aware of additional partners for our available space at Plymouth do not hesitate to
reach out to a staff member. Welcome Laura and welcome Les Delices!

Still writing checks? Why not consider setting up online payment within Realm? It’s easy!

Decide on the transaction type:
ACH deduction from your checking account or
charge to your credit card.
Decide if this is a one time or reoccurring
transaction: If reoccurring, select start/end date.
Decide on the amount of the transaction.
Decide on the Fund you wish to donate towards:
Annual Operating (used for daily operations with
no other restrictions on use) or Special Funds (use
restricted, ex. Youth mission, music ministry, etc.).
Collect your numbers and include either:
Checking routing & account numbers or credit
card number, expiration date & verification code.
Decide if you wish to set up the transaction in
Realm yourself or: If you want it set up for you,
please request the required form from Kathryn.
Questions? E-mail Kathryn at
kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org.
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News & Events
Monday Nights are Inspired—The Monday night
Bible study is diving deep these days as we
continue reading Inspired: Slaying Giants,
Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by
Rachel Held Evans. Together we’re getting a new
perspective on all the “old” stories. On Monday,
March 2 we will discuss “The Water” and Chapter
6. All are welcome to join in and you don’t need to
be caught up on the reading to share in these rich
conversations. Bible study meets in Room 102 at
5:30 PM on Mondays.
We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all who donated, participated in, volunteered
for and attended The Plymouth Talent Show. Proceeds towards our youth service trip make a
huge difference in how they can bring change to the world through their service. Again, thank
you all!
Lenten Season 2020, “Just Be”—The early church began by sharing a meal and sharing life
together. This is our Lenten theme for this year, “Just Be.”
During the Wednesday Lenten Supper
Series enjoy a cooked meal and
conversation at 6 PM, followed by a simple
communion service in Fellowship Hall. On
March 4 and March 18 we invite you to
create your own sacred supper at home
with friends or family, as there will be no
supper held those Wednesdays.
Please sign-up for the Wednesday Lenten
Suppers in the Welcome Area by the
Monday preceding or respond via email to
This Week at Plymouth. The cost is $7
adults, $3 children with $20 max per
family. A child-friendly activity will be
available. UCC Daily Lenten Devotionals
are available for pick-up during the Lenten
season for $5.
We hope you will join us at 10:30 AM on
Sunday mornings and for our Wednesday
Supper Series as we reflect and grow in our
relationships with God this Lent.
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Plymouth Youth
Soul Shop: A Workshop for Congregations
Have you wondered how to build faith
communities able to engage in safe
conversations about suicide? This training
will help congregational members and
volunteers of ALL ages:
· Become familiar with incidence and impact
of suicidal desperation on adults & youth in your community

· Learn a simple, life-saving method of conversation with someone affected by suicidal
desperation
· Develop confidence in your skills to make a difference
Church of the Saviour - 2537 Lee Road - (216) 321-8880 on Saturday, March 7 from 9 AM to 12
Noon. Please join us for this informative and practical workshop! Phone registration is requested
no later than March 5.
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Plymouth Kids Art Show

Our Whole Lives

Thank you to everyone who participated
in our annual art show. You may pick up
your artwork from Leslie Szalay.
We hope you enjoyed the show!

Plymouth Church will once again be
offering an OWL class for grades k-1
this spring. The 8-week curriculum
will be held after church 12 to 1 PM
on March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5,
19, 26. Our Whole Lives is a positive
and age-appropriate is a human
sexuality class that Plymouth is
proud to offer to grades k-12.
Please see Leslie Szalay with
questions or to sign-up.

Souper Bowl of Caring
We are so proud to announce that
our “Souper Bowl of Caring”
collection totaled $1000.00! This
donation was sent to The Greater
Cleveland Foodbank. Thank you for
helping to fight hunger in Cleveland!

Parents Night Out
PNO is offered the first Friday of every month,
September through May. PNO gives parents and
caregivers the opportunity for some free time,
while the kids have pizza, play games, make crafts,
and watch movies. PNO is for families with kids
pre-k through 5th grade.
Join us Friday, March 6 from 6 to 9 PM in
Fellowship Hall. Please register by March 5 for
planning purposes. $5 per child/ $10 family max

Plymouth Parents
We meet the last Sunday of the month,
before church at 9:15 AM in Room 204
with coffee and a light breakfast of fruit,
bagels and yogurt. The nursery will be
open for kids 4 and under and kids 10
and under will be supervised by a teen in
Room 207. Our next Plymouth Parents
program will be held Sunday, March 29.
Come and be a part of our village!

Questions? Contact Leslie Szalay at
lszalay@plymouthchurchucc.org.
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POSTMASTER: Send address change to Plymouth
Church, The Perspective

PLYMOUTH CHURCH, UCC
2860 Coventry Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120-2200
216-921-3510
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Perspective Deadline
Tuesday, March 17
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