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 MISSION STATEMENT OF NAZARETH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

      To worship and glorify God and to make disciples for Christ. FEBRUARY 

Dear friends, 
     There is nothing that makes you more appreciative of God’s world than to be confronted by its beauty everyday.  
As many of you know, Danny and I spent the last week on a sailboat in the Caribbean with friends, no TV, no 
news, no hustle and bustle.  We saw sea turtles—up close and personal.  We had a first row seat to the mysteries 
of the sea as we snorkeled and marveled at the many creatures that we had never seen before.  We experienced     
sudden storms and the rainbows that followed and were rocked to sleep each night by God’s gentle winds.   
     There is also nothing that makes you more appreciative of being an American than to experience cultures that are 
different.  Though Hurricane Maria devastated the British Virgin Islands over 18 months ago, there were still 
houses without roofs and boats abandoned where the wind dropped them off in the trees.  Significant progress has 
been made since our last visit, just 6 months after Maria, and the people remain faithful and positive.  Yet, it is 
hard to imagine being in the midst of such turmoil each day!  All in all, it made me more aware of God’s constant 
presence and awestruck by God’s vivid imagination! 
     It is also hard to believe that the end of February will be the beginning of Lent.  Lent begins on Ash                 
Wednesday, the 26th.  Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter.  It is a way 
for Christians to remember Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Some denominations 
celebrate by fasting, both from food and festivities.  Some ask that you “give something up” in an effort to draw 
closer to God.  Presbyterians do not do this collectively.  I find Lent to be more meaningful if I am intentional 
about adding something each day, beginning with attending the “Service for the Imposition of Ashes” on Ash 
Wednesday. 
     In the past few years, I have had a “Lenten Prayer  Bag”, in which I placed 40 names of people that I feel led to 
pray for.  Each day I draw one name out and pray all day for that individual.  Last year I departed from this                 
tradition and I really missed it so I will resume again this year.  I usually text the person to ask for special requests  
and as a way of letting them know but in all honesty, this devotional exercise means more to me and centers me in 
God’s will each day.  You may choose to read a special devotional  book, add a volunteer opportunity, or read 
through one of the Gospels each day. 
     We will  also have Wednesday night Bible Studies the first three Wednesdays and will have an overview of the 
Psalms.  This will be a great lead in to our Ash Wednesday service on the last Wednesday.  And as an aside, if you 
have purchased a copy of the book that I was led to publish, More Than Chocolate: Lenten Sermons that Matter , 
please feel free to bring your copy for me to sign on Wednesday nights or stop by the office any time.  The Nazareth 
“friends and family price” is $15.  Please spread the word to others to purchase it on Amazon or at Parson’s Porch.  
     I look forward to the many exciting and meaningful events and opportunities for Christian discipleship that you 
will read about in the Meeting House News.  As always, I am blessed to be a part of this  special body of Christ.  
Blessings, Julie 
 

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time”.  1 Peter 5:6  



       Session Highlights 

  

·  Approved commissioning Administrative Committee to conduct 

a search for three at large members for the Dyal Committee. Sug-

gest staggered terms for new members if possible.  

·  Rejected proposal to spend $1,300 for hardware upgrade to                   

office computer due to current deficit in pledged giving for the 

budget. Proposal to be revisited at a later date.   

·  Voted to AFFIRM Safety SubCommittee and Building and 

Grounds Committee recommendations to respond to a request for                                        

permission to carry a weapon on church property from a church 

member.  Committee recommended that we do NOT authorize          

carrying a weapon on church property by individuals. 

·  Approved choir fundraising concert Saturday, March 14 at 3:00 

pm in the Sanctuary.  

·  Elected Mike Baier to serve as Commissioner for Presbytery 

meeting February 18, 2020.   

WORSHIP 

      Ash Wednesday Service                                                                                    

     will be February 26 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary.                              

Please join us for this meaningful way to begin a Holy Lent.                                         

          New Choir Robes                                                 

The choir has been planning to get new robes for quite some time.   Since we 

approved a budget that is a bit short of our pledges, the Session recommended that the 

choir hold some fundraisers to help defray the costs.  One thought is to have a benefit     

concert  featuring Dean Hughes and some of our soloists.  Also, individuals may purchase 

robes in honor or memory of choir members, past and present.  Each robe, with two                             

reversible stoles, will cost around $285 each.  Stay tuned for updates 

or see Jessica Sullens, Leslie Stuermann or James Cantrell if you are                                                       

interested in helping.  Let’s all show our wonderful  choir how much                          

we value and appreciate them!  

      



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER 

Nazareth Family, 

 Every year for the past 5 or 6 years, I’ve had a star word for the upcoming 

year. A word that I would focus on and pray about. These words have allowed 

me to see God in unexpected ways and places. They have been challenging,   

life-giving, and transformative. The star words are often timely, as if they were 

intended for me. Through these words, it is no longer a mystery that God is     

indeed at work in our lives. These words can become a practice for the new 

year, a gift that allows us to see God in ways we never would have expected. 

However, I did not choose a star word for this year. In true God form, He had 

placed one on my heart, and was given to me in late November. That word is Joy. 

It seems like everywhere I turn, that word pops up! I must admit though, lately 

I have forgotten how to live with Joy.  Life seems to get in the way and there’s 

not enough time, or I’ve got too much going on.  The list goes on and my Joy 

seems to fade. I pray that God will open my eyes to His presence in and around 

every one of us! I pray that we can find a little bit of Joy in each day and 

throughout the year, remembering that Joy is a simple - but effective - affirma-

tion that we belong to God.  

 If you did not get a star word this year or you have never heard of them, 

write this (or another word that resonates with you) down on a piece of paper 

and draw a star around it and place it where you will see it every day. It is my 

prayer that this star word will work on your heart and your mind as you          

remember it, see it, and hear it throughout the year. I look forward to hearing 

about how God has worked in your life!  

With Joy,    

DJ Wall,  Director of Christian Education 

 

  

 

              Provide a Dinner for the Youth in 2020 

     There is a sign-up sheet on the YOUTH bulletin board outside of the sanctuary.   

As part of ushering in The Year 
of The Child and my Continuing 

Education, I will be attending the 
APCE (Assoc. of Presbyterian 

Christian Educators) Conference 
in Little Rock, AR January 28 – 
February 2nd. I hope to come 

back full of knowledge and                      
excitement about this next stage 

in our church’s ministry!  

CE Meeting 

February 10 at 6 PM 

Confirmation Classes  

Sundays- 9:30 AM FLC  

Wednesdays- 6-6:45 

PM FLC  



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION cont. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Bible Study 

   February 5, 12, and 19.                                                                      

Dinner is at 5:30 PM and study will begin at 6 PM.                                         

   Julie will be teaching the adults an overview of the Psalms.                 

          Julia Gail will teach the children while DJ teaches Confirmation Classes.                                               

   Please sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall if you plan to eat supper.            

Menu:  Feb. 5—Zaxby’s Chicken and Mac-n-cheese                            

                                      Feb. 12—McAlister’s potato bar, chili    

               Feb. 19—Pot Luck 

 Nazareth Youth Schedule  
 
Souper Bowl Sunday – February 2  
-Youth will hold soup pots and collect offering for the Middle Tyger Community Center Food Bank during 

worship  

-Super Bowl Party – 5:30 until halftime at the Nunamaker’s 

Annual Youth Bake Auction — February 9 @ 5:00 pm FLC 

-Youth arrive at 3 PM to help set up 

-Please bring baked goods to FLC no later than 4 PM 

Snow Tubing — February 21-22  

Lock-in at the Nunamaker’s, drop off at 6:30 PM 

Pick up from FLC, Saturday at 8 PM 

No Youth Meeting — February 23 

The Annual Youth Bake Auction and Spaghetti Dinner is coming up! February 9th at 5 PM in 

the Family Life Center. We are featuring a new Silent Auction where we will auction Lenny 

Senn’s ties and a hand-hooked Christmas rug made by Jane Cook! We are very excited to 

include Lenny’s ties and Jane’s handiwork in our auction. We know that Lenny was a huge 

part of the youth group in the past and we love that we get to honor his memory this way!  

Please plan on joining and supporting our youth group. Bring your appetite and your                 

wallet and a heart for supporting our youth for this Annual event that raises money to                 

enable our Youth Group to grow in their faith and fellowship with God and each other.  If 

you have baked goods to contribute, please drop them off in the FLC no later than 4:00 that 

day. If you would like to drop them off before church, someone will be there to receive 

them. Please include your name and what your baked good is.    



 Missions  

                                                     

          The Carpenter’s Table                                                                                        
is a great place of opportunity to enjoy fellowship while serving the  needs of others.                                      
         Our day to work is now the first Saturday of each month and will be               
     February 1st, from 9:00 to 1:00. 

We are also picking up an extra Saturday at the end of February.  So please note 
our upcoming dates to volunteer are 2/1 and 2/29, and then the next week on 3/7.                            

      

          The Spartanburg Soup Kitchen                                                                       
is where Nazareth volunteers can lend a helping hand and make a difference in the 
lives of those in our community!  Our day to serve is Saturday, February 22, from 9:00 
to 1:00. 

         

The MISSION FOCUS for February is The Carpenter’s Table.   

Items Needed: Cash, diapers and pull-ups, kleenex, paper towels, grocery bags, 
empty egg cartons, malt-o-meal cereal, and any canned goods.  Make checks to 
NPC designated for TCT and place in the offering, or send to Debby at the church 
office.  There is a red bin in the Fellowship Hall for donations.  

        

           PENNIES FOR HUNGER                                                                                                            
       offering will be received on Sunday, February 23,                                                       
        and will go to the Carpenter’s Table. 

            

                                           Thank you to all who faithfully serve to those in need! 

    Buildings and Grounds 

      If you see things around Nazareth that you think need attention, please fill out one of the slips 

for B&G, so we can take a look at it.  The slips can be found in the church office or on the table at 

the back door of the sanctuary.  Thank you! 

 

Building and Grounds will be having a workday in the spring and we need a list of projects for 

our volunteers to tackle during that day. Please give us your ideas by filling out a work            

request form that you can find in the office or sending an email to                                                        

chuckkaren1014@gmail.com. 

mailto:chuckkaren1014@gmail.com


Presbyterian Women   

      Back Porch Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 11, at 10 AM                     

 at the home of Debbie Balltrip, 192 Woodridge Dr., Spartanburg. 

  

 Circle # 3 will meet on Tuesday, February 11, at 7 PM    

          at the home of Aletha Misenheimer, 148 Brookhaven Dr., Moore. 

Circle 3 participates in the Heifer project in December of every year. This year the Circle was 
blessed to be able to send $630.00 to that mission and the group selected the following gifts to 
send: Clean drinking water, a goat, 2 flocks of  chickens, ducks/geese, honey bees and a pig. For 
those not familiar with this project these items will go to a community in dire need and they not 
only bring these items to the community, but also show the community how to care for the            
animals and wells as well as following up with them. Praise be to God for the generous hearts of 
the ladies of our Circle that we are able to help other in need. 

Ladies Who Lunch will meet Friday, February 14, at 11:45 at McAlister’s Deli. 

Come, enjoy the fellowship and bring a friend! 

 

On Saturday, February 15, Nazareth women will be hosting a bridal shower, in the       

Fellowship Hall, for Kate Morgenstern and Nick Turner. Brunch will be served from 

10:00 to 12:00. Kate and Nick are registered at Dillard's, Wall-Mart, and Bed, Bath,    

and Beyond. Please contact Jan Ellis (864-266-4199) if you would like to help with this event. 

 

Save the Date! 

This  year’s Women’s Retreat will be April 24-24 2020 at beautiful BONCLARKEN                  
Conference Center in Flat Rock, NC. Every Nazareth Woman should preview this excellent 

location and plan now to GO, and SERVE on the planning committee.  Visit in person or 
on-line, and let Sheryl Anderson, Cindy Womble or Cyndy Urquhart know if you are led to 

assist in this most Awesome Opportunity ! 

Evangelism and Nurture   

Our group works to make sure new disciples are mentored and assimilated into the life of                      
Nazareth. Mentors are assigned and follow each family. Look at the bulletin board outside the 
sanctuary for pictures of our new disciples and introduce yourselves to them. We also 
acknowledge them at our annual New Disciples’ luncheon.  Our committee also assists Julie in 
providing communion to those who can no longer worship with us.  We also make periodic                             
visits and send cards through our card ministry to members who are hospitalized, grieving or 
sick, and to our college students.                                 
The Front Porch committee: We meet and greet first time visitors by taking bread and jam after 
their visit. We also provide information about our church and a letter of welcome. The name front 
porch describes our visit; meant to be brief and nonintrusive. 



 

The FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

will meet on Wednesday, February 19th, at 11:45.   

Someone new will be in charge this month. 

Bring a favorite dish to share and a friend!  Come and show your                                                       
support and be a part of a wonderful group!                                                            

If you have any ideas for a speaker, please let us know. 

  Fellowship   

          Soup’s On!  

The Fellowship Committee will be hosting the Annual Souper Bowl 

Luncheon on  February 2, 2020 immediately following the service in    

the FLC. Fellowship will provide drinks and crackers, and the                       

congregation is asked to bring a soup to share!  The Nazareth Youth 

will be collecting donations for Middle Tyger Community Center Food Bank.                                          

Hope to see everyone there! 

Reverend Julie Schaaf has published a book!  

Many of you may have heard that Julie was approached by Parson’s Porch Publishing 

about publishing some of her sermons.  After much prayer and cajoling on the part of the 

publisher, Julie decided to go for it.  The book, More than Chocolate: Lenten Sermons that 

Matter, is available on Parson’s Porch website and on Amazon so please tell your friends 

and family.  It features the three series that she has preached during Lent while at Nazareth.  

The book will be useful for personal devotions and study during Lent.  Copies are                       

available in the office and Julie will be glad to sign them.  Nazareth price is $15 a book.  

                               NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

Remember that Mondays are ‘money counting’ days for the church office.  Everyone is            

always welcome, but please try to plan visiting the office anytime other than Monday 

mornings.  Thank you! 

Contribution forms for 2019 are ready.  They have been placed in the back of the                            

sanctuary in a marked box.  Please pick up your form if you have not already done so.  

Thank you!  

                          Basketball in the Family Life Center                                                           
 are on Wednesdays from 5:30—8:00  If you are interested   
 contact Taylor Nunamaker at TaylorYNunamaker@gmail.com 



“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Please remember the following in your prayers.  

Our Church Family  

Ethel Anderson 
Katie Barath’s uncle, Gary Brinson 
Family of Lois Beach 
Catherine Beach 
Gerald Broome’s grandson,  Adam Broome 
Mary Brady 
Buddy and Angelee Berry 
Simon Cairns’ sister, Grace Dalhoff 
Carroll Caldwell’s son,  Aaron Caldwell 
James Cantrell’s cousins,  
                   Tharpe & Judy Ward 
Jenny Collins  
Margaret Culclasure 
Family of Fran Deer  

Jan and Homer Ellis’ friend,  
          Baby Jack 
Joe and Martha Fox 
Lisa Hayes 
Rusty Kirkpatrick and family in the death    
 of his brother-in-law 
Rusty Kirkpatrick’s sister, Candy 
Elaine McLeod’s brother-in-law, 
 Dick Hickson 
Gladys Mills 
Family of Lee Orr 
Irene Powers 
David Stephen’s sister, Jane 
Finley Sutton 

                         In the Armed Forces:  

 

Steven Alverson           Reggie Hughes    
Albert Bianco  Lee Hughes      
Doneven Dernar   Joey Menendez   
Dorothy Ellis   Mike Roberts                   
Eric Gallman   Shelly Roberts                

Please call the church office when a concern needs to be added to or taken away from the list. 

Thank You.  

Members and Friends of Nazareth 

Concerns of the World 

Victims of Jamaica and Cuba as well as first responders  

 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”                          

2 Chron 7:14 

        

Missionaries and Mission Partners:  

Mark Adams  

Shalynn and Tyler Crawford 

       



OFFICE HOURS  -  Debby works in the office 

Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm.     

Julie is in the office Monday through Thursday from 

9 am to 4:30 pm.  In case of a pastoral emergency, 

please call Julie at 864-421-2750.    

UPDATED WEBSITE 

Check out our updated website with  

weekly sermons available and a church 

directory. 

Please Like us on Facebook 

        

        Sunday Morning Coffee and Conversation   

  Time:  9:00 - 9:30 

FEBRUARY—Bridges Class 

 

Thanks to everyone who shows up early on Sunday mornings to serve coffee 

and snacks.  If you know someone who doesn’t participate in this time of                     

fellowship, reach out and invite them to join us. 

                         

    MEETING HOUSE NEWS 

The deadline for the 
MARCH Newsletter                      

is Monday, February 23rd.                                         

Please have all of your information to Debby  
(debby@nazarethpresbyterian.org) by that time.    

          Ample time is needed to complete the                                                                                  
 newsletter and have it ready to send to you 

by the end of the month.                                                                              
Please adhere to this time frame.                                

Thank you!                                                                  

 

FLOWER CALENDAR 

The 2020 flower calendar is hanging in 

the hall behind the sanctuary.                                             

Please consider this wonderful way to 

honor someone as well as contribute to 

the beauty of worship. 

 

                FLOWER CALENDAR          

February    2 Communion 

February    9 Daughters of Lee Orr 

February  16 Charles & Stephanie Heath 

February  23 

March     1 Communion 

March     8 Colin & Cyndy Urquhart 

March   15 

March   22 

March   29 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Thank you for your thoughts,               
prayers and kindnesses shared with and for 
our  mother, Fran Deer over the past few 
years. We are so very appreciative of the 
many cards that brightened her spirits each 
time one came in the mail.  Sentiments were                 
reread often. Visits from Rev. Schaaf and 
sharing communion sustained her.                  
Christmas carolers brought her great joy.  
Time with friends, gifts of flowers and food 
kept her connected to her wonderful church 
famliy.  We are so grateful for you!! 

                           Thank you,   

                                the Family of Fran Deer 

      



           
   FEBRUARY 
 

02   Irene Powers 
03   AJ Cansler 
05   Jane Harrington 
07   Jane Cook 
07   Janie Guffey 
09   Bill Berry 
10   Mac Broome 
12   Grant Brown 
14   Shalynn Smith Crawford 
16   Suzanne Hughes 
17   Susan Kern 
21   Trenton Cook 
23   Stephanie Heath 
27   Gail Johnson 
28   John Bainbridge 
28   David Franklin 
28   George Sykes 

  
      MARCH 

   

 

02   Thomas Rodgers 
03   Dorothy Ellis 
03   Ann Gwinn 
07   Tommy Lynch 
07   Kay Morgenstern 
09   Bryan McLeod 
14   Annabelle Smith 
18   Frances Lynch 
20   Allison H. Hoffman 
21   John Henry Yarborough 
23   Ken Smith 
24   Gerald Cook 
24   JoAnn Respess 
24   Lois Weneck 
25   Charles Heath 
25   Elaine McLeod 
 

 
        MARCH 
 

02   David & Barbara Melton 
07   Barry & Deb Gray 
15   Julie and Danny Schaaf 
24   Brian & Susan Kern 
26   Randy & Tammy Muise 
27   Tom & Anne Brewer 
31   Benjamin & Katie Friday 

         
         FEBRUARY 
 
16   William & Carolyn Berry 
16   Glenn & Jennie Lindman 
20   Tommy & Frances Lynch 
28   Rick & Jayne Duerksen 

   Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries 



      FEBRUARY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
The  
Carpenter’s 
Table   9-1 

2 
Buildings  
& Grounds      8:15 
Worship          8:30 
Evamg & N      8:30 
Confirmation 
Class               9:30 
SOUPER BOWL 
LUNCHEON 
Youth Super Bowl 
Party                5:30 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbells   6:00 

4 
 

5 
 
Supper   5:30 
Bible Study 
6:00 
Confirmation 
Class    6:00 
Choir    7:00 
 
Basketball @ 
FLC  5:30-8:00  

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 8 
Memorial 
Service for  
Lee Orr   
2:00 in the 
sanctuary & 
reception to 
follow @ the 
FLC 

9 
Fellowship    8:30 
Missions       8:30 
 
Confirmation  
Class               9:30 
 
 
YOUTH 
BAKE AUCTION 
5:00 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Christian  
Education   6:00 
 
Handbells   6:00 

11 
 
Back Porch 
Circle   10:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circle # 3  7:00 

12 
 
Supper   5:30 
Bible Study 
6:00 
Confirmation 
Class   6:00 
Choir   7:00 
 
Basketball @ 
FLC  5:30-8:00  

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cemetery 
Committee 
6:00 

14 
Ladies  
Who  
Lunch  11:45 
@ McAlister’s 

15 
Bridal 
Shower 
for Kate 
Morgenstern  
10—12 

16 
 
Confirmation 
Class               9:30 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbells   6:00 
  
Session     7:00 

18 19  Friendship 
     Club   11:45 
Supper   5:30 
Bible Study 
6:00 
Confirmation 
Class   6:00 
Choir     7:00 
 
Basketball @ 
FLC  5:30-8:00  

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
Snow Tubing 
Trip 

22 
The Soup 
Kitchen  9-1 
 
 
 
YOUTH 
Snow Tubing 
Trip 

23 
 
Confirmation  
Class               9:30 
 
Pennies for  
Hunger 
 
 
No Youth 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbells   6:00 

25 26 
Confirmation 
Class   6:00 
Ash  
Wednesday 
Service   7:00 
Choir Practice 
 
Basketball @ 
FLC  5:30-8:00  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 
The 
Carpenter’s 
Table  9-1 

       


