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680 Nazareth Church Road, Moore, SC 29369
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nazareth@nazarethpresbyterian.org

Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00 am—2:00 pm

JANUARY

1765 Meeting House

MISSION STATEMENT OF NAZARETH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
To worship and glorify God and to make disciples for Christ.

Dear friends,
It is hard to believe that we are beginning a new year. Many of us had hoped it would be the end
of all the negativity and sadness that we have dealt with in 2020. Many of us hoped to worship all
together— in person —for Christmas Eve. Those of us who are worship leaders cringe at the
thought of another season of Lent spent like last year’s. And yet, what are we to do? Well, read
the excerpt below from my weekly Sabbath moment with Terry Hershey.
Sue Monk Kidd writes the story about her daughter coming home from school
in early December, telling her mother she got one of the great parts in the Nativity
Play. “What part did you get?" "I'm the Star of Bethlehem!" the daughter says
proudly. "Well, what will you do?" Sue asks. "I just stand there and shine."
Maybe that is the message that we all need to start 2021 with. Maybe we need to remember that
despite the obstacles, restrictions, fears, prejudices and griefs that filled 2020, Jesus Christ was born
again. Like the Wise Men, we saw the star at its rising, we came to the manger, we rejoiced that
Jesus was in the manger, as we have come to expect for all of our lives. And THAT is
something to shine about.
As we begin a New Year, let us look for the blessings. The stars shining in our midst. The
families of young children who took the time to make use of the Advent packets that the church
provided. The consistently beautiful music at Nazareth. The joy of giving that we experienced
because we still had the opportunity to share our blessings through the Soup Kitchen Angel Tree.
The smiles on the faces of our youth , imagined beneath their masks, as they got together for
Christmas. The peace of our sanctuary as its beauty filled our minds, or our television screens, as we
saw the familiar poinsettias and Advent wreath. The opportunity to worship, even if it was in a
way that we never have worshiped before.
May we each savor the present for the holy that is among us. May we know that Jesus is still
Emmanuel , “God with us” and always will be. May we open our hearts and minds and eyes and
ears to the beauty that God sends us every day. May we soak up the light of all that is Holy and
then, simply shine.
Blessings,

Julie

“For we observed the star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” Matthew 2:2(b)

Worship
Join us as we continue to worship both live and on You Tube.
Special Events
Jan. 3

Communion

Jan. 10 Baptism of the Lord
Jan. 31 Ordination/Installation of New Elders
Head Ushers for January—James and Tina Campbell
We are “Livestreaming” worship every Sunday with continued good attendance.
Live streaming allows you to watch worship at the same time it occurs
OR later in the day or week if that is more convenient.
If you have any problems viewing the service, please contact Vickie Gray for help.

Session Highlights
The Session agreed on the following actions at our December meeting.
 Approved request from Dyal Fund of $272 to shorten two pews. (retroactive)
 Approved additional $186.50 to be spent on HVAC filters that are compatible with
Phenomenal Aire (this will be budgeted in the future)
 Approved a Special offering to be taken on Christmas Eve for the Spartanburg Soup
Kitchen, since we will not worship live on 12/27 and receive Pennies for Hunger.
 Approved moving the monthly Session meeting to January 25 in order for Julie to
complete training of Elders-elect for their Installation/Ordination to be held on Jan. 31.
 Called a Congregational Meeting on Jan. 24 for the purpose of holding our Annual
Meeting
 Approved a plan to move forward with reopening Sunday School on March 7.
A special thank you to Mike Baier, Kim Cansler, Jeff Hayes, Dwayne Pergrem and Leslie
Stuermann for their service on the Session as they rotate off, especially during this most unique
year!
We will have our Ordination and Installation of New Elders on Sunday, January 31st.
Elders being installed: Angela Smith, Barbara Melton, Herb Respess, Jeff Hayes, Susan Baier

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER
Hi all!
Even in the midst of the uncertainty in 2020, many wonderful memories
were made with the Nazareth Youth Group! Now we are looking forward to a
new beginning in 2021 and hopefully returning to some of our favorite
activities like Montreat during the summer. To support these activities, we
have decided to move forward with the bake auction in a virtual format, so
please be on the lookout for how to participate - as always, we will need the
support of the entire congregation for yummy baked goods!

Our January schedule is shown below, along with a Signup Genius link to
volunteer to provide meals and an additional chaperone as needed. If you
sign-up, you will receive an email reminder when your date approaches.
We greatly appreciate any and all support from the congregation!
Click HERE to sign-up for dinner & chaperoning.
January Youth Events Sat, Jan 9th - Carpenter's Table || 9 AM - 12 Noon

Sun, Jan 10th - 2021 Resolutions || 5:30-7 PM @ FLC
Sun, Jan 17th - Extended Youth Game Night || 5:30-7:30 PM @ FLC
Sun, Jan 24th - Bake Auction Prep || 5:30-7 PM @ FLC
Fri, Jan 29th - High School Night Out! || 6:30-10 PM
Thank you!
Clara & Taylor

Save-the-Dates
Sun, Feb 7th - "Souper Bowl
of Caring" Offering will be
collected by youth after
worship.
Sun, Feb 14th - Virtual Bake
Auction!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, cont.
Nazareth children helping to make family Advent packages.

Attention to our parents with small children:

The Nazareth Church Nursery Policy
The Nazareth Church Nursery Policy, as well as our Nursery documentation forms,
have been revised to ensure the safety of our children. The policy requires that an
authorized adult drop off and pick up the child at the Nursery door in the Sunday
School hall. The authorized adult will be required to sign the child in and out, and
initial beside the time they are dropped off and picked up. In addition, we are
asking parents to update our Nursery Child Records to be certain we have accurate
and updated information related to parent/emergency contact information, medical
needs, allergies, dietary restrictions, and other information, to ensure proper care
of children while they are under the care of the Nursery. Thank you in advance for
following our efforts to ensure the safety of our children.
Bob Hatchette, Chair of Personnel Committee

Presbyterian Women
’Ladies who Lunch’, Back Porch Circle ,
and Circle 3 will not be meeting until further notice.
Be watching for when we will meet again, and pray for one another!

Staff Spotlight
Dean Hughes

Everyone who hears Dean’s music is
blessed and Nazareth is blessed to have
him as our pianist. His faith and love of
God ring out with every note he plays!
Thanks, Dean, for the many ways you add

to our worship and for being a part of the
Nazareth family.

“To the Worship Committee and Nazareth Church Family,
I am both honored and humbled that you commissioned a solo piano

piece for me from the pen of Heather Sorenson. “God Will Take Care of
You” is my favorite old hymn and Ms. Sorenson has arranged it in a
beautiful, new style. I plan to “premiere” it on the last Sunday of
January, which makes my fifth anniversary at Nazareth . It is my
privilege to serve the Lord by playing the piano here. All praise to our
wonderful Heavenly Father, His Savior Son and comforting
Spirit,
Dean”
“Owe no man anything, except to love one another;
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Romans 13:8
Offerings - as of 11/30/20

$ 280,604.65

Expenses - as of 11/30/20

$ 283,980.27

<

$

3,375.62

>

Thank you to everyone who gave. We received an offering of $675 for
Christmas Joy Offering and $716.19 for the Spartanburg Soup Kitchen for our
Pennies for Hunger offering for December.

Missions
The Missions Focus for January is

Mobile Meals.
Mobile Meals is in need of monetary donations and drivers for the Duncan/Moore
area. If anyone is interested, see Dave Weneck. We are not collecting dog and cat
food at this time.

Donations can be made to NPC and designated for Mobile Meals.
Mobile Meals glorifies God by providing nutritious meals,
services, and fellowship to the frail
and homebound citizens in Spartanburg County.
The Carpenter’s Table is a great place of opportunity to enjoy fellowship
while serving the needs of others.

Our day to work will be Saturday, January 9th, 9:00—1:00.
Please note this change for 2021: our work day for TCT will change to
the second Saturday of each month.
The Carpenter’s Table is in need of: Macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, canned
vegetables, canned tuna and chicken, individual packets of grits and oatmeal, boxes of
cereal, and toothpaste and brushes. They also need body wash, shampoo, and cleaning
supplies. All donations can be brought to the church and placed in the Fellowship Hall in
the bin marked for TCT. (Items for TCT can also be taken to the location on Tuesdays or
Thursdays from 9:30-11:30.) Make checks payable to Nazareth and designate for TCT.
White gifts for Thornwell can still be received
and will be delivered some time in January.

PENNIES FOR HUNGER offering for January will be Sunday, January 31st
and will go to Mobile Meals.
Nazareth Blood Drive
is scheduled for January 17,
from 9 AM to 12:30 PM.
Be watching for further details.

SAFETY
Nazareth Observers
The safety effort at Nazareth consists briefly of locking our doors,
staying alert and keeping our eyes open, and employing an off-duty
officer. Our security team for Sunday services consists of the officer
and two Nazareth observers. Of a total of 19 observers available for
duty before mid-March, seven are presently inactive due to virus
concerns, and the remaining number is often diminished due to
personal commitments or other commitments in the church.
It would be very helpful, and would lessen the burden on our active
observer group, if we could recruit a few more volunteers. A short
training session would consist of familiarization with the radios, iPad,
and the on-duty security routine. Although the Buildings and Grounds
committee meets at 8:30 the first Sunday of each month, it will not be
necessary for new safety volunteers to attend any meetings other than
the initial training session. One could expect to have duty every
two-three months.
Please contact Debby if you can help your church by serving as a
safety/security observer.
Security upgrade
As 2020 comes to a close, our safety team has recommended
upgrading our video surveillance system to include increasing the
number of cameras we use around our campus. We are looking at
replacing some equipment, adding/relocating cameras, and are
awaiting proposals and cost estimates for this project. We anticipate
completion during the first quarter next year.
Herb Respess, Safety Moderator

HISTORY of Nazareth
On January 16th, 1708……
the day before the battle, Captain John Collins interrupts the Nazareth
Congregation, “Men of Nazareth! I have just come from Hannah’s
Cowpens. General Daniel Morgan has chosen this place as to where we
will confront the British. Colonels John Thomas and Benjamin Roebuck
request every able-bodied man to join us to defend our families and our
homes and to secure our liberty. Cornwallis has sent his dragoons under
Banastre Tarleton and he has vowed to clean the slate of the rebellious
faction. Captains Samuel Nesbitt and John Barry have assembled three
hundred men in our defense. These are your neighbors and friends.
We need your support.”
Twenty-four men of the Nazareth Congregation returned with Captain
Collins. The next day, the cannon fire could be heard clearly among the
Tygers. Wives and children gathered at Andrew Coans’ home near the
church, eagerly awaiting news from the battle, while praying that their
husbands and fathers were safe.
That evening, the Nicholls girls were at the rock shoals on the North
Tyger near Anderson’s Mill, when they heard a rider rapidly
approaching the river crossing. It was their neighbor, William
Caldwell, a noted soldier. “We have whipped the British and they are on
the run”. Kate Barry had just waded across the river, “what about my
husband, Andrew Barry?” They answered, “He is alive and well. I
shook his hand after the battle”, said Caldwell.
The victory at Cowpens on January 17, 1781, was the turning point of
the American Revolution in the South. Two years later, General
Cornwallis would surrender at Yorktown, Virginia. From that band of
men of the Nazareth Congregation, called the Spartan Rangers,
Spartanburg got its name. Greenville would be named for General
Nathaniel Greene, Commander of the Southern district. Battleships are
named Cowpens and the Heroes of Cowpens’ names live forever.
We owe our freedom to these early members of Nazareth Presbyterian
Church.
Let us not forget January 17th, 1781.
Nazareth Historian, Carroll Caldwell

Our Church Family
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Please remember the following in your prayers.

Members and Friends of Nazareth
John and Mary Brady
Gerald Broome’s friend, Kay Stinson
Margaret Culclasure
Duerksen family
Homer and Jan Ellis’ friends, Jess and Brent
Bradshaw and Amani
Joe and Martha Fox
Pam Hames and family
Amy Hatley
Doug Hughes’ parents, Tom and Betty
Bryan McLeod
Elaine McLeod’s sister and nephew and
niece
Donna Love, friend of Jean Glass
In the Armed Forces:

Steven Alverson
Albert Bianco
Joey Menendez
Mike Roberts
Shelly Roberts

Reggie Hughes
Lee Hughes
Dorothy Ellis
Eric Gallman
Jacob Schneider

Gladys Mills
Kay Morgenstern and family in the death of
her brother
Larry Powers
Deb Ritzo’s friend, Christy
You can now send cards and letters to
Jacob Schneider—see address below.
SR Schneider Jacob T.
Ship 14 Division 417
3410 Sailor Drive
Great Lakes, Illinois
60088-3510

Missionaries and Mission Partners:
Mark Adams
Shalynn and Tyler Crawford

Concerns of the World
Prayers for continued distribution and administration of COVID vaccine
Prayer for the health and wisdom of leaders on every level
“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
2 Chron 7:14

Please call the church office when a concern needs to be added to
or taken away from the list. Thank You.

Committee meetings in January 2021
Buildings & Grounds

Sunday, January 3 @ 8:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Evangelism & Nurture

Sunday, January 3 @ 9:00 in the GIFT Classroom

Worship

Sunday, January 3 @ 9:30 in the Session Room

Missions

Sunday, January 10 @ 9:30 in the Session Room

Fellowship

Monday, January 11 @ 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Christian Education

Monday, January 11 @ 6:00 pm in the Session Room

OFFICE HOURS - Debby works in the office
Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm.
Julie is in the office Monday through Thursday from
9 am to 4:30 pm. In case of a pastoral emergency,
please call Julie at 864-421-2750.

UPDATED WEBSITE
Check out our updated website with
weekly sermons available and a church
directory.
Please Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Nazareth.1765

FLOWER CALENDAR
The 2021 Flower Calendar
is posted outside the sanctuary.
We hope to see it filled in! Please consider this wonderful way to honor someone as
well as contribute to the beauty of worship.
You can call Debby to sign up for any Sunday.

Flower Schedule
January

3

Communion

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
If you have information for the next Newsletter,
please send it to Debby at
debby@nazarethpresbyterian.org.
To Committee Moderators: It is very important that
information is received in ample time. Please send all
your news for next month’s February Newsletter to me
by Monday, January 25th.
Thank you for adhering to this guideline!

Dear Nazareth Family,
We want to say a huge
‘Thank You” to everyone
who brought us gifts and goodies
this holiday season!
We appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
Julie and Debby

January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31
February 7
February 14
February 21

February 28

Communion

If you gave a poinsettia and would
like to pick it up, there are still a
few left in the Fellowship Hall.
After Sunday, they will be delivered
to others.

Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries
JANUARY
04
04
05
13
15
18
18
19
20
21
22
23
23
25
27
27
28
29
30
30
31

Mila Barath
Peggy Landers
Bob Hatchette
Liam David Maul
Aletha Misenheimer
Neil Houghton
Doug Hughes
Jamison Franklin
Leslie Stuermann
Carolyn Berry
Marian Stephen
Roy Oates
Pat Sykes
Ashley Whitfield
Drew Cash
Carol Tesh
Judy Taetz
Mandy Mathis
Susan Baier
Joan Cothran
Kaushik Kotecha

FEBRUARY
02
03
07
07
09
10
12
14
16
17
21
23
27
28
28
28

FEBRUARY

JANUARY
06 David & Marian Stephen
17 Larry & Phyllis Powers
26 Blake & Emily Collins

Irene Powers
AJ Cansler
Jane Cook
Janie Guffey
Bill Berry
Mac Broome
Grant Brown
Shalynn Smith Crawford
Suzanne Hughes
Susan Kern
Trent Cook
Stephanie Heath
Gail Johnson
John Bainbridge
David Franklin
George Sykes

16
16
20
28

William & Carolyn Berry
Glenn & Jennie Lindman
Tommy & Frances Lynch
Rick & Jayne Duerksen

Sun

January

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

3
4
B&G
8:30
Evang & N 9:00
Worship
9:30
Worship in the
New Elder
Sanctuary 10:30 Training
1:30-3:30
Celebration of
Epiphany/
Communion

5

6

7

10
Missions 9:30
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30

11
New Elder
Training
1:30-3:30

12

13

14

5

16

Baptism of our
Lord

Fellowship
6:00
Christian
Education
6:00

17
18
Blood Drive
9:00-12:30
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30 New Elder
Training
1:30-3:30
Youth @ FLC
5:30

19

20

21

22

23

24
25
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30
Youth/ FLC 5:30
Congregational
Meeting
Session 7:00
31
Pennies for
Hunger
Worship 10:30
Ordination/
Installation of
new Elders

26

27

28

29

30

Youth @ FLC
5:30

9
The
Carpenter’s
Table
9:00—1:00
Youth TCT

Youth
High School
Night Out
6:30—10:00

