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      MISSION STATEMENT OF NAZARETH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

     To worship and glorify God and to make disciples for Christ. 
DECEMBER 

Dear friends,  
     As with everything that has happened in 2020, our Advent and Christmas celebrations will be very                    
different this year.  We will not be able to have our weekly Advent dinners, we will not have the much 
loved Intergenerational  Caroling event, will  not have Lessons and Carols or a Christmas Cantata.  We 
may not be able to gather in large groups as families for parties or Christmas celebrations.  And while these 
activities are dear to us, they are not what Christmas is really about. 

     Here is what we WILL celebrate this year.  We will  worship God with the singing of  Advent and 
Christmas songs, though it may be in different places and in smaller groups.  We will light the candles of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  We will remember those we honor or remember with beautiful poinsettias in 
the sanctuary.  And above all, God will come to us.  God will come in the cards we receive, when we                   
worship, in the songs that we can sing along with.  God will come through those who love us, whether we 
are together or Zooming!   
     God will be born in our hearts when we read God’s word and journey to Bethlehem in our quiet moments 
of devotion.  God will be in the manger and it is up to each of us whether we choose to meet God there                      
or not. 
     When we compare the ease and comfort that we have in meeting God compared to the people who met 
God in the first Christmas story, we can only rejoice.  We do not have to ride miles on a donkey (pregnant    
at that!), we do not have to give birth in a cave, we do not have to travel from hillsides with our sheep or                 
come from foreign countries following a star to meet the baby Jesus.  We know where God is.  God is                   
Emmanuel, God with us.  In our  hearts, in our homes, in our churches.  God is in the grocery store, wearing 
a mask!  God is in each child who delights at the joy of Christmas morning.   
     Many scholars have asked the question over the years why God would make the birth of God’s  only Son 
made known to Shepherds before telling anyone else.  Shepherds were the lowest on the totem pole in status 
in Jesus’ day.  They did not own land, one thing that gave men worth.  Their jobs made following the               
Jewish cleansing laws all but impossible.  In other words, you would never want your daughter to bring a 
shepherd  home for dinner!  Yet they heard the news, even before Mary and Joseph did.  The conclusion is 
that God made himself known to shepherds because they were the only ones  who had time to hear Him.  In 
the still of the night, under a starry sky, the shepherds were available, quiet, watching.  What a perfect               
opportunity 2020 offers for us to do the same.  
With Christmas love, 
 Julie 

“And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,                                                                         

because there was no place for them in the inn.”  Luke 2:7  



                 

We will have our traditional                                                                            
Christmas Eve Communion Service on December 24 at 5:00.  
You may not realize that there are often several individuals                                                                 

who watch worship in the Fellowship Hall.                                                                                    
If you have out of town guests or family                                                         

who would like to join us on Christmas Eve,                                                 
please don’t let space be a concern.                                                                  

 Of course, social distancing and masks are required.    

 

Please make time to thank the Worship Committee Members for their hard work 
during this unusual year in making worship meaningful and accessible.                             
Special thanks to Vickie Gray, Jim Fisk and Jessica Sullens for videoing.  A world 
of gratitude also goes to our music staff and those faithful and talented singers 
and instrumentalists  who also lead worship each week.  Worship Committee 
Members are Leslie Stuermann and James Cantrell (Elders), Tina Cantrell,                         
Dave Weneck, Jessica Sullens, Nancy Hughes, and staff Laura Price and                             
Judy Hatchette. 

We are “Livestreaming” worship every Sunday with continued good attendance.                                               
Live streaming allows you to watch worship at the same time it occurs                                                           

OR later in the day or week if that is more convenient.                                                                      
If you have any problems viewing the service, please contact Vickie Gray for help.                                           

 

              Session Highlights 

 
 Approved called Congregational meeting for Sunday, December 6 to elect elders for class of 2023 

 Approved 2021 budget 

 Approved 4 Dyal fund projects (3 retroactive projects: Landscape project, AV Equipment installation, FLC lighting 

 plus one new project: $6,800 for 3  Phenomenal Aire devices for FLC) 

 Denied request to hold indoor Advent meals but approved request for an outdoor function of some                                       

 type in December.  

Additional Info: 

• CE committee continues to monitor COVID conditions in our area and will develop plans for returning to Sunday 

School in the new year.    

 

The Session will continue to reevaluate our standards for all church activities as changes in the COVID  
situation occur and in keeping with recommendations from the CDC, Federal and State guidelines and the 
PC(USA) denomination.  Please let us know if there is anything we can do that will make you feel safer.   

 

Worship 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER 

Hi all! 

Christmas is almost here, and we are looking forward to celebrating              

as a church family! 

Our youth will participate in the Angel Tree mission project and then 

celebrate  together with our youth Christmas Party. 

 

 Sunday, 12/6 - Angel Tree || 5:30-7 PM @ FLC 

 Sunday, 12/13 - Christmas Party! Please bring a $5 gift to exchange. 

 

Our families with children in preschool, elementary school, and middle school will 

celebrate the Advent season with family Advent packages. We hope this will be 

a way to celebrate the Christmas season as a church family, even when we are not 

together. The program includes a guide to discuss each week of Advent,                            

accompanied by a paper "Advent Wreath", as well as simple daily devotions and 

activities for each day of the Advent season. Although there is daily content, it is 

up to you to decide what works for your family! 

         What is included? 

   - daily advent devotion & activity guide 

   - daily ornaments (countdown to Christmas) 

   - advent wreath cards 

   - Christmas story book 

           How & when? 

  - pick-up @ church service on Sunday, Nov 29th                                                          

  (at the main entrance/exit) 

* if you are not able to pick-up at church, we will deliver to you!                                               

Be on the look-out for a package in your               

mailbox or on your front porch! 

                                                                                

      We miss you all and wish you all                                              

    a VERY Merry Christmas!!                                                           

Clara and Taylor  



          Presbyterian Women 

     

                                     Ladies who lunch                                                                                                             

   will not be meeting in December.  Happy Holidays to all! 

            Be watching for when we will meet again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to give all Special Offerings                                                                  

through the church and not through E-Giving. Thank you! 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS: We have had another busy year like most of our church       

committees have. Here are a list of some of our efforts, projects, and areas of attention: new 

safe attic stairs are installed; FLC has all LED lighting and a Use Policy to insure it stays                  

looking good; our landscaping has been updated; we have made members of our teams as 

principal contacts with our suppliers; office, bathrooms, and hallways were repainted; new 

signs are on Reidville Road; locks added for Sunday School doors; our insurance provided us 

with a new roof; our cleaning schedule has been altered to provide the best protection during 

our pandemic; air ionization is being added to all rooms in our main building and soon in the 

FLC; we are upgrading our alarm system and security. 

We also have some ongoing projects: The Scout cabin (Caldwell Cabin) needs serious                          

attention; a “Spot of Pride” landscaping project is being considered for the corner of Nazareth 

Church Road and Reidville Road; parking lot resurfacing is being checked; gutter covers are 

being considered; and the list goes on. 

We currently have about 10 members but we are always open to others who would like to 

share ideas and participate in our projects. Our meeting times are in the Newsletter. We would 

also like to thank the stewards of the church who make it possible for us to accomplish all of 

this work through their giving.  

       Buildings and Grounds 

“Owe no man anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law.”  Romans 13:8 

                

Offerings   -  as of 10/31/20 -    $ 257,432.77 

Expenses  -   as of 10/31/20 -   $ 261,847.00 



Missions  

                                                 

         The Carpenter’s Table                                                                                                  
      is a great place of opportunity to enjoy fellowship                                                         
       while serving the needs of others.         

  Our day to work will be December 5th, from 9:00—1:00.    

Please note this change for 2021:  our work day for TCT will change to the 

second Saturday of each month starting in January.   

The Carpenter’s Table is in need of: canned fruit, canned vegetables 

and macaroni and cheese. 

All donations can be brought to the church and placed in the Fellowship Hall in 
the bin marked for TCT.  (Items for TCT can also be taken to the location on 
Tuesdays or Thursdays from 9:30-11:30.) Make checks payable to Nazareth 
and designate for TCT. 

 

Please bring in White Gifts for Thornwell! (Please do NOT wrap!) ***Bed in a Bag 
kits for twin beds (used to make new foster children feel welcome when they first 

arrive at Thornwell - each child is allowed to choose) ***Toiletries (shampoo,                       
conditioner, deodorant, lotion, soap, toothpaste, etc.) The children at Thornwell 
(mostly teens) are particularly in need of hair products for African-Americans. 
***Soccer balls, footballs, basketballs, etc. for outdoor play Gifts can be placed                           

under the tree in the sanctuary, or in the bin in the Fellowship Hall.  

The Missions Focus                                                                                                           

for December is Angel Tree  

The gifts need to be wrapped with the child’s name and information                
attached and brought to the Fellowship Hall by December 6th. 

All of the names have been taken and we want to thank each one who 
took the name of a child and will make the holidays special for them. 

Thank you so much! 

 

PENNIES FOR HUNGER offering for December                                                                

will be received on Sunday, December 27th and will go to                                              

The Spartanburg Soup Kitchen. 

 We will begin serving in the Soup Kitchen again in January.  If you would like 

to help, please contact Abby Hatchette or Taylor Nunamaker.   



 Some of my earliest Christmas memories, growing up in a one                 

hundred year old farm house, were preparing for that magical day 

and the anticipation of Christmas morning.  Like every year before, 

my Dad and brother would venture out into the woods to retrieve the 

best looking cedar tree that they could find.  The aroma of the juniper cedar 

would fill the house and you knew that it was Christmas Season!  My mom 

would pop popcorn and we would use a needle and thread to string popcorn 

for decoration.  My sisters would cut rings of red and green paper and make 

garland for the tree, and of course, we had the ‘big’ Christmas bulbs for                

lights.  We learned how to wrap gifts by watching Mother wrap sandwiches 

with wax paper.  Our old house had a hand water pump on the back porch 

and a well in the yard.  On  Christmas Eve, I remember taking a bath in a               

galvanized wash tub in the middle of the kitchen floor.  We had a ‘Warm 

Morning’ brand laundry heater with four lifting eyes, and the stove pipe to 

the chimney would get cherry red.  Mom would cut kindling and bring in a 

bucket of coal from the pile outside and start the fire before we got up on 

Christmas morning.  After sleeping under the weight of a half dozen blankets 

and quilts, our little feet would pounce upon those cold hardwood floors and 

dash to the living room.  Jack Frost was growing in the mud banks outside 

and I ‘distinctly’ remember the outhouse, a two-seater.  Under the Christmas 

tree would be apples, oranges, walnuts, pecans, brazil nuts and chocolate 

cream drops, although, being in the South, we had different names for them.  

Next, came the wrapping paper frenzy!  Sisters got baby dolls,  I got army 

men, and big brother got clothes.  We were all happy!  Mama had wrung a 

chicken’s neck the day before and we had a fine Christmas meal.  After dinner 

we would sing “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night”…. and life was good!                                   

God must love poor folks, cause He made a lot of them!                                                

Merry Christmas Everybody!                                 Carroll Caldwell, Historian 

           CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 



“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Please remember the following in your prayers.  

Our Church Family  

John and Mary Brady 
Margaret Culclasure 
Margie Dobbins’ friend, Leah Hanna 
Joe and Martha Fox 
Pam Hames and family 
Amy Hatley 
Doug Hughes’ parents, Tom and Betty 
Elaine McLeod’s sister and nephew and 
niece 
Donna Love, friend of Jean Glass 
Gladys Mills 
Kay Morgenstern’s brother, John 
Larry Powers 
 

Amelia Senn’s cousin, Kathy and                      
 friend, Stacey Ray 
Amelia Senn’s niece, Christie and her              
husband, Mike 
 
You can now send cards and letters to                        
Jacob Schneider—see address below. 
 
SR Schneider Jacob T. 

Ship 14 Division 417                                                                       

3410 Sailor Drive                                                                             

Great Lakes, Illinois                                                                     

60088-3510 

 

                         In the Armed Forces:  

     

Steven Alverson           Reggie Hughes    
Albert Bianco   Lee Hughes                   
Joey Menendez      Dorothy Ellis               
Mike Roberts                 Eric Gallman 
Shelly Roberts               Jacob Schneider                        

Please call the church office when a concern needs to be added to                                                           

or taken away from the list. Thank You.  

Members and Friends of Nazareth 

Concerns of the World 

Dedicated doctors and nurses working to exhaustion, risking their lives 

Elderly who cannot receive visits   

Those who are turned into unwarranted scapegoats                                                                             

Ministers and pastors working in unexpected new ways and through unaccustomed media to support others 

Families who cannot be together during the holidays                                                                          

“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”                          

2 Chron 7:14 

Missionaries and Mission Partners:  

 

Mark Adams  

Shalynn and Tyler Crawford 

       



OFFICE HOURS  -  Debby works in the office 

Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm.     

Julie is in the office Monday through Thursday from 

9 am to 4:30 pm.  In case of a pastoral emergency, 

please call Julie at 864-421-2750.    

UPDATED WEBSITE 

Check out our updated website with  

weekly sermons available and a church 

directory. 

Please Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/Nazareth.1765 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
 

The 2021 Flower Calendar  

will be posted soon.   

               We hope to see it filled in! 

 

Please consider this wonderful way to honor 

someone as well as contribute to the beauty of 

worship. You can call Debby to sign up for any 

Sunday. 

Dear Nazareth  Family, 

 

Molly has been diagnosed with                        
congestive heart failure. She will 
be going to rehab tomorrow. She is in good 
spirits and looking forward to coming home.  
Jayne’s mom is home and doing better. She 
got her test results back and thank God             
everything is back to normal levels.  Thank 
you so much for the prayers, calls and texts. 
We are so thankful for our loving church 
family. Thank you so much, 
                   Jayne Duerksen 
 

Thank you all so much for your care and 
concern while I was in the hospital for and 
recovering from my appendectomy.  Your 
thoughts, prayers, and cards are so                         
appreciated!  I am doing well and hope to be 
back to normal soon!          

        Clara Nunamaker 

      Flower Schedule 

December 6, 13, and 20 we will enjoy 

the beautiful poinsettias that were            

ordered for our sanctuary, in honor or 

memory of your loved ones. 

December 27 Melanie and Jay Campbell. 

 

If you would like to sign up for flowers in January, 

please call the office and let Debby know. 

Committee meetings in December 

 

Buildings & Grounds   December 6th @ 8:30 in the Fellowship Hall  

Evangelism & Nurture December 6th @ 9:00 in the GIFT Classroom 

Worship    December 6th @ 9:30 in the Session Room 

Missions    December 13th @ 9:30 in the Session Room 

Fellowship   December 14th @ 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall  

Christian Education  December 14th @ 6:00 pm in the Session Room 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

      If you have information for the next Newsletter,                                                                          

please send it to Debby at                                                 

debby@nazarethpresbyterian.org.                                                           

It is very important that information is received in             

ample time.  The deadline to send in your news for next 

month’s January Newsletter will be                                                     

 Monday,  December 28th                                   

Thank you for adhering to this  guideline! 



       
      DECEMBER 
 

02   Elfriede Henry 
04   Paula Cash 
05   Matthew Mathis 
08   Kim Cansler 
10   Rick Duerksen 
13   Dale Wright 
13   Brian Kern 
16   Deb Gray 
16   Bill Stuermann 
18   Tiffany Nobles 
22   Jennie Lindman 
23   Barbara Melton 
25   Pat Smith 
27   Lou Buttino 
27   Lily Cairns 
27   Phyllis Powers 
31   Kathy Cothran 

   
      JANUARY 
 
04   Mila Barath 
04   Peggy Landers 
05   Bob Hatchette 
13   Liam David Maul 
15   Aletha Misenheimer 
18   Neil Houghton 
18   Doug Hughes  
19   Jamison Franklin 
20   Leslie Stuermann 
21   Carolyn Berry 
22   Marian Stephen 
23   Roy Oates 
23   Pat Sykes 
25   Ashley Whitfield 
27   Drew Cash 
27   Carol Tesh 
28   Judy Taetz 
29   Mandy Mathis 
30   Susan Baier 
30   Joan Cothran 
31   Kaushik Kotecha 

           
                JANUARY 
 
06   David & Marian Stephen 
07   Jerry & Marian Johnson 
17   Larry & Phyllis Powers 
26   Blake & Emily Collins 

    
                DECEMBER 
 
01   Louis & Cindy Womble  
11   Jay & Melanie Campbell  
16   Charles & Stephanie Heath 
19   Lane & Molly Barker 
19   Dave & Lois Weneck 
21   James & Tina Cantrell 
22   Bill & Leslie Stuermann 

   Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries 



  1 2 3 
 
 
 
 
Nazareth 
Basketball 
5:30-7:00 

4 5 
The 
Carpenter’s 
Table 
9-1 
 
 

6 
B & G        8:30 
E & N        9:00 
Worship   9:30 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary  10:30 
Congregational 
  Meeting 
Youth @ FLC 
5:30 

7 8 9 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nazareth 
Basketball 
5:30-7:00 

11 
 

12 

13 
Missions     9:30 
 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary  10:30 
 
 
 
Youth Christmas 
Party 

14 
 
 
Fellowship 
Committee 6:00 
 
 
CE Committee  
6:00 

15 16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
Nazareth 
Basketball 
5:30-7:00 

18 19 

20 
 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary  10:30 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 7:00 

22 23 24 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
Eve                      
Communion 
Service    5:00 

25 
 
 
     
     MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

26 

27 
Worship in the 
Sanctuary  10:30 
 
Pennies for         
Hunger offering 

28 29 30 31 
 
Office Closed 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      December 


