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MISSION STATEMENT OF NAZARETH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
To worship and glorify God and to make disciples for Christ.

Dear friends,
Has anyone ever told you that you are more of a “human doing” than a “human being?” If they
have, we are in the same club. One would think that after the world slowed to the pace that it did
in 2020, I would have learned to play a different tune. Author Dallas Willard writes: “The most
important thing in your life is not what you do; it’s who you become. That’s what you will take into
eternity.” Sobering words if you happen to always be looking toward the next project, the next trip,
the next grade, the next stage of life. So I have decided to make an effort to do some tending to my
soul this year. You will hear more about this as I come to understand what it means. I imagine it
will have a lot to do with that oft-loved line from the Psalm: “Be still and know that I am
God.” (Psalm 46:10)
This month, we will resume in-person worship with our COVID restrictions. This will begin on
February 7th, and I hope that you will join us if you feel safe doing so. We will continue to
livestream our worship, and it will also be available on our website or on the You Tube channel. I
want to express sincere gratitude to all of the musicians, Laura, Dean, Judy and the choir members
who so faithfully minister to us with their talents. How they must please God! A special thank you
to the choir members who faithfully led and then walked down into the pews so I would have faces
to preach to. It makes a world of difference. Thanks, too, to Vickie Gray and Jessica Sullens, our
videographers extraordinaire!
I am also excited about the Installation/Ordination of the Elders for the Class of 2023, Susan
Baier, Barbara Melton, Herb Respess and Angela Smith; as well as Jeff Hayes, who is too good to
let go and will extend his term. This will take place on February 14th with a creative way of
“Laying on of the Hands” while socially distancing! I know you will support them with your presence and your prayers.
Our Youth Group will also resume in-person meetings and will be in worship to collect the
“Souper Bowl of Caring” offering on Feb. 7th. Look for more news about where that offering will
go.
Blessings to all of you as we continue to be the church in a different way,
Julie
“As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul thirsts for
God, for the living God.” Psalm 42:1-2

Worship
Join us as we continue to worship both live and on You Tube.
Special Events
Feb. 7—The Lord’s Supper
Feb. 14—Installation/Ordination of Elders
Feb. 21—First Sunday of Lent
Feb. 28—Annual Congregational Meeting
Head Ushers for February are Mike and Susan Baier
We are “Livestreaming” worship every Sunday with continued good attendance.
Live streaming allows you to watch worship at the same time it occurs
OR later in the day or week if that is more convenient.
If you have any problems viewing the service, please contact Vickie Gray for help.

Session Highlights
The Session agreed on the following actions at our January meeting:

 Sustained examinations for elders-elect, Susan Baier, Barbara Melton, Angela Smith, Herb Respess.
Jeff Hayes will continue on Session for one additional year.

 Approve Annual Statistical Report. Will include data from virtual worship service in weekly
attendance numbers.

 Approved returning to in-person Worship starting Sunday, February 7. Will continue to follow all
social distance/mask protocols.

 Approved allowing Youth Group to return to meeting in person starting Sunday, February 7. Will
continue to follow all social distance/mask protocols.

 Approved allowing Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and Girls Scouts to use the Family Life Center for
meetings. Will continue to follow all social distance/mask protocols.

 Approved calling a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 28 for our Annual
Meeting and approving the terms of call for Julie.

 Approved installation of elders on Sunday, February 14 during Worship service.
 Will not have Ash Wednesday service on February 17.
Thanks to Mike Baier, Kim Cansler, Dwayne Pergrem and
Leslie Stuermann for their service on the Session and also to
Jeff Hayes who is extending his term.

Mike Baier is presented
with the “Three Monkeys
Award” by fellow
Monkeys, Jeff Hayes and
Steve Balltrip for his
service on the Session.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER

Thank you!
Clara & Taylor

In continuing with the Year of the Child, we are encouraging all

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Cont.
Nazareth Youth
Sunday, Feb 7th - "Souper Bowl of Caring"
Offering will be collected by youth after worship.
Please be watching for UPCOMING PLANS!
Thank you! Clara & Taylor
Attention to our parents with small children:
The Nazareth Church Nursery Policy

The Nazareth Church Nursery Policy, as well as our Nursery documentation forms, have
been revised to ensure the safety of our children. The policy requires that an authorized adult
drop off and pick up the child at the Nursery door in the Sunday School hall. The
authorized adult will be required to sign the child in and out, and initial beside the time they
are dropped off and picked up.
In addition, we are asking parents to update our Nursery Child Records to be certain we
have accurate and updated information related to parent/emergency contact information,
medical needs, allergies, dietary restrictions, and other information, to ensure proper care of
children while they are under the care of the Nursery. Thank you in advance for following our
efforts to ensure the safety of our children.

SAFETY
Nazareth Observers
The safety effort at Nazareth consists briefly of locking our doors, staying alert
and keeping our eyes open, and employing an off-duty officer. Our security team
for Sunday services consists of the officer and two Nazareth observers. Of a total
of 19 observers available for duty before mid-March, seven are presently inactive
due to virus concerns, and the remaining number is often diminished due to
personal commitments or other commitments in the church.
It would be very helpful, and would lessen the burden on our active observer
group, if we could recruit a few more volunteers. A short training session would
consist of familiarization with the radios, iPad, and the on-duty security routine.
Although the Buildings and Grounds committee meets at 8:30 the first Sunday of
each month, it will not be necessary for new safety volunteers to attend any
meetings other than the initial training session. One could expect to have duty
every two-three months.
Please contact Debby if you can help your church by serving as a safety/
security observer.
Herb Respess, Safety Moderator

Missions
The Missions Focus
for February is The Carpenter’s Table
The Carpenter’s Table is a great place of opportunity to
enjoy fellowship while serving the needs of others.

Our day to work will be Saturday, February 13th, 9:00—1:00.
Please note this change for 2021: our work day for TCT will change to
the second Saturday of each month.
The Carpenter’s Table is in need of:
Macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned tuna and chicken,
individual packets of grits and oatmeal, boxes of cereal, toothpaste and brushes,
body wash, shampoo, and cleaning supplies.
All donations can be brought to the church and placed in the Fellowship Hall in the bin
marked for TCT. (Items for TCT can also be taken to the location on Tuesdays or
Thursdays from 9:30-11:30.) Please make checks payable to Nazareth and
designate for TCT.

PENNIES FOR HUNGER offering for February
will go to The Carpenter’s Table.

Presbyterian Women
’Ladies who Lunch’, Back Porch Circle ,
and Circle 3 will not be meeting until further notice.
Be watching for when we will meet again,
and pray for one another!

OFFERINGS
“Owe no man anything, except to love one another;
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Romans 13:8
Offerings - as of 12/31/20

$ 319,758.05

Expenses - as of 12/31/20

$ 316,458.23
$

3,299.82

Our Church Family
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Please remember the following in your prayers.

Members and Friends of Nazareth
John and Mary Brady
Tom Brewer
Melanie Campbell’s relatives, the Crocker
family
Carroll Caldwell
Tina Cantrell’s mother, Joyce Sosebee
Jerry and Jane Cook’s friend,
Marvin Woodson
Margaret Culclasure
Duerksen family
Joe and Martha Fox
Jean Glass
Amy Hatley

Neil Houghton
Doug Hughes’ parents, Tom and Betty
Bryan and Elaine McLeod and family
Barbara Melton’s former boss, Bob Kinard
Dwayne and Mary Pergrem and friend,
Mary Bass
Gladys Mills
Larry Powers
Deb Ritzo and family, and friend, Christy
Amelia Senn’s friend, Stacey Ray
Cindy Womble’s cousin’s husband, David
Dale and Rusty Wright’s niece, Haley, and
her grandmother, Tennie Vaughn

In the Armed Forces:

Jacob Schneider
Steven Alverson
Reggie Hughes
Albert Bianco
Shelly Roberts
Joey Menendez

Lee Hughes
Dorothy Ellis
Eric Gallman
Mike Roberts

SVM Schneider, Jacob T
TSC Great Lakes
USS Preble Bld 635
320 A Dewey Avenue
Great Lakes, Illinois

Missionaries and Mission
Partners:
Mark Adams
Shalynn and Tyler Crawford

Concerns of the World
Prayers for continued distribution and administration of COVID vaccine
Prayer for the health and wisdom and unity of leaders on every level
Victims of tornadoes in Alabama and Tallahassee
“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
2 Chron 7:14

Please call the church office when a concern needs to be added to
or taken away from the list. Thank You.

Committee meetings in February 2021
Buildings & Grounds

Sunday, February 7th @ 8:30 in the Fellowship Hall

Evangelism & Nurture

Sunday, February 7th @ 9:00 in the GIFT Classroom

Worship

Sunday, February 7th @ 9:00 in the Session Room

Fellowship

Monday, February 8th @ 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Christian Education

Monday, February 8th @ 6:00 pm in the Session Room

Missions

Sunday, February 14th @ 9:30 in the Session Room

OFFICE HOURS - Debby works in the office
Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm.
Julie is in the office Monday through Thursday from
9 am to 4:30 pm. In case of a pastoral emergency,
please call Julie at 864-421-2750.

UPDATED WEBSITE
Check out our updated website with
weekly sermons available and a church
directory.
Please Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Nazareth.1765

FLOWER CALENDAR
The 2021 Flower Calendar
is posted outside the sanctuary.
We hope to see it filled in!
Please consider this wonderful way to
honor someone as well as contribute to
the beauty of worship. You can call Debby
to sign up for any Sunday.

Flower Schedule
February

7

February 14

Communion
Dave & Lois Weneck

February 21
February 28
March

7

March

14

March

21

March

28

Communion

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
If you have information for the next Newsletter,
please send it to Debby at
debby@nazarethpresbyterian.org.
To Committee Moderators: It is very important that information is received in ample time. Please send all your
news for next month’s MARCH Newsletter to me by
Monday, February 22nd.
Thank you for adhering to this guideline!

Dear Nazareth Family,
Tom is at home now and being
treated for post-covid pneumonia.
Thank you for your prayers and know
that we are praying for everyone battling this horrible virus. With thanks
to our Nazareth Prayer Warriors!,
Anne and Tom Brewer

Oh, what a journey a kidney stone can
be! Thank you to all my Nazareth
family and friends for your prayers
and cards. It is with absolute
certainty that you all helped with my
quick and complete recovery.
Hoping that I can soon return to the
sanctuary and worship with all of you.
With gratitude and love,
Pat Smith

Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries

MARCH

FEBRUARY
03
07
07
09
10
12
14
16
17
21
23
27
28
28
28

AJ Cansler
Jane Cook
Janie Guffey
Bill Berry
Mac Broome
Grant Brown
Shalynn Smith Crawford
Suzanne Hughes
Susan Kern
Trent Cook
Stephanie Heath
Gail Johnson
John Bainbridge
David Franklin
George Sykes

02
03
03
07
07
09
14
18
20
21
23
24
24
24
25
25

MARCH

FEBRUARY
16
16
20
28

William & Carolyn Berry
Glenn & Jennie Lindman
Tommy & Frances Lynch
Rick & Jayne Duerksen

Thomas Rodgers
Dorothy Ellis
Ann Gwinn
Tommy Lynch
Kay Morgenstern
Bryan McLeod
Annabelle Smith
Frances Lynch
Allison H. Hoffman
John Henry Yarborough
Ken Smith
Gerald Cook
JoAnn Respess
Lois Weneck
Charles Heath
Elaine McLeod

07
24
26
27
31

Barry & Deb Gray
Brian & Susan Kern
Randy & Tammy Muise
Tom & Anne Brewer
Benjamin & Katie Friday

Sun

7
B & G 8:30
E & N 9:00
Worship 9:00
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30
Communion
Souper Bowl of
Caring offering

Mon

February
Tue

Sat

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13
The
Carpenter’s
Table
9-1

18

19

20

25

26

27

Fellowship C
6:00
Christian
Education C
6:00

21
22
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30

Congregational
Meeting

Fri

2

Cemetery
Committee
6:00
16

Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30
Installation of
New Elders
Happy
Valentine’s
Session
Day

Pennies for
Hunger

Thu

1

14
15
Missions C 9:30

28
Worship in the
Sanctuary 10:30

Wed

17
Ash
Wednesday
NO SERVICE
Lent begins

23

24

