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MISSION STATEMENT OF NAZARETH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

JANUARY

To worship and glorify God and to make disciples for Christ.

Dear friends,
My husband, Danny, made the comment to me that 2020 sounds so futuristic. It IS hard to believe! To
celebrate the new decade, the Session at Nazareth Presbyterian Church has decided to make 2020 the official
“Year of the Child” in our church family. Our idea is that every member at Nazareth will be involved in raising
our children, from nursery through college, to be disciples of Christ, as we promised to at their baptisms. The
entire Session as well as Elders-Elect spent the summer reading two books recommended by our friend and newly
appointed Executive Presbyter in Foothills Presbytery, Debbie Foster. The books are Sustainable Youth Ministry
and Sustainable Children’s Ministry. This is actually a result of the studies that the Sessions has been engaged
in since 2016 here at Nazareth. Here is the background.
When I accepted the call to be the Interim Pastor here, one of my jobs was to guide the Session to write a new
mission statement. Dave Weneck summed up all of our thinking with ,“To worship and glorify God and make
disciples for Christ.” As we lived into this mission, we have decided that evangelism is not about numbers, but
about sharing the Good News! Therefore, we decided that we are called to make disciples of those who are
already attending here our first priority and if new disciples follow, that is an added blessing. Nazareth has done
a great job!
Although church attendance nationwide has declined 17% in the last two decades, Nazareth continues to
grow! I believe it is because this church both honors its past and looks to the future. However, in order to
continue to defy statistics AND honor our commitment to make this “The Year of the Child” we will need
commitment on the part of every disciple here. Our first step in this direction was to change DJ Wall ‘s title to
Christian Educator and make her full time. This was a financial commitment as well as a way to show DJ that
we are serious about her ministry here.
The books we read also point out that ONE person cannot possibly sustain children and youth ministry alone.
After much prayer, the Session has come up with some names to be rotating members of our Ministry Teams here.
Expect to hear more about this in the future. Until then, here is a list of the things YOU can do to help this be a
successful ministry for all of us!
•
•
•
•

PRAY for the leading of the Spirit, the Session and other leaders and for the success of our goals
Agree to participate if you are asked to teach, be on a ministry team, mentor a youth, or help in
any way.
Participate in Intergenerational Activities
PARENTS OF TEENAGERS please do your part by asking your youths to leave their devices at
home and really pay attention in worship.

Even though this may sound daunting, or even impossible, the Session truly feels called to lead the church in
this direction. I am looking forward to 2020 with renewed energy and hope you will be too!
Blessings,
Julie
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23

WORSHIP
The choir has been planning to get new robes for quite some time.
Since we approved a budget that is a bit short of our pledges, the Session
recommended that the choir hold some fundraisers to help defray the costs.
One thought is to have a benefit concert featuring Dean Hughes and some
of our soloists. Also, individuals may purchase robes in honor or memory of
choir members, past and present. Each robe, with two reversable stoles,
will cost around $285 each. Stay tuned for updates or see
Jessica Sullens, Leslie Stuermann or James Cantrell
if you are interested in helping. Let’s all show our wonderful
choir how much we value and appreciate them!

Session Highlights
•
•

•

•

•

•

Received the report that pledges are 71% under the approved budget
Approved the recommendation from the Missions Committee to start the tradition of
taking up an offering each year at the Christmas Eve Service for one of our local
missions. This year’s offering will go to The Carpenter’s Table
Based on a recommendation from Finance, voted not to approve approximately $9,000
for new choir robes. Recommended that the Worship Committee look at some
fundraisers or donations to defray the costs first.
Approved renewed appointment of Bill Berry to Cemetery Trustees for the class of 2023
and of Kerry Henderson for the class of 2024.
Agreed to call a congregational meeting for January 19 for the purpose of holding the
Annual Meeting.
Approved Installation/Ordination of Elders for the class of 2022 on January 12 during
worship.

Buildings and Grounds
If you see things around Nazareth that you think need attention, please fill out one of
the slips for B&G, so we can take a look at it. The slips can be found in the church office or
on the table at the back door of the sanctuary. Thank you!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER
New year, new decade, new resolutions, new you….right?
That’s how it goes. We start a new year and open a new chapter of our lives…for a
while. Glitter starts to fade, resolutions are put by the wayside, and you’re still the
same person you were last year. We know the routine. We’ve been here before, we’ve
entered new decades, and everyone seems to be getting older! I have some good
news to share. Though the year changes, God never does. God loves us even if we
cheat on our diet or we quit going to the gym. God loves us this year and the next! I
say that our New Year’s Resolution should be to love people the way God loves all of
us! Unconditionally, and never wavering. Imagine the new decade we could ring in if
we showed people even a percentage of the love Christ shows us!
You all helped show Christ’s love on December 15th, when we went caroling to our
shut in members! We had over 30 people from ages 6-73 showing love to our
Nazareth family. Nazareth, I am constantly in awe of you as a church. You give and
show love like it’s your job! You served over 170 families at the Carpenter’s Table in
December, you sang to shut-ins, and you delivered gifts for children and families in
need with the Angel Tree project! I am constantly bragging about my Nazareth family,
and I thank God every day that I am able to serve as your Director of Christian
Education. I tell people all the time that Nazareth is the kind of church that Jesus
would go to.
GET READY! The ANNUAL BAKE AUCTION will be on February 9th at 5 PM in the
Family Life Center! Baked goods, spaghetti, and a very special tribute and silent
auction will be held. You do not want to miss this!!
CONFIRMATION begins January 5th. We will meet in the room next to the kitchen in the
Family Life Center from 9:30 AM – 10:20 AM on Sunday mornings.
DJ Wall, Director of Christian Education

No CE meeting for January.
Nazareth Youth Schedule

Dates for TCT will
change in January:
We will serve on the
first Saturday of each
month. Thank you to
all the youth
who come out and
help!

January 4: The Carpenter’s Table 8:45 AM
January 5: Board Games and
Basketball 5:30 PM FLC
January 12: Mission Night 5:30 PM FLC
January 19: Lesson 5:30 PM FLC
January 26: Prep for Bake Auction 5:30 PM FLC

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER, cont.
Our Annual Intergenerational
Christmas Caroling
With singers from 6-73
was a huge success!

Visiting with Nazereth’s oldest Member
Margaret Culclasure, age 101

Missions
The Carpenter’s Table
is a great place of opportunity to enjoy fellowship while serving the needs of others.
Our day to work is Saturday, January 4, from 9:00—1:00.
Please note that our day to serve at TCT will change starting this month. We will be
serving on the first Saturday of the month instead of the second. So our first change
date to serve will be Saturday, January 4th. Hope to see you there!
We are also picking up an extra Saturday at the end of February. So please note our
upcoming dates to volunteer are 2/1 and 2/29, and then the next week on 3/7.
The Spartanburg Soup Kitchen
is where Nazareth volunteers can lend a helping hand and make a difference in the
lives of those in our community! Our day to serve is Saturday, January 25, from 9:00
to 1:00.
The MISSION FOCUS for January is Mobile Meals.
PENNIES FOR HUNGER
offering will be received on Sunday, January 26
and will go to Mobile Meals.
Thank you to all who faithfully serve to those in need!
We received $1,181 for our Special Christmas Eve offering for
The Carpenter’s Table. Thanks to all!

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
Please note: we are asking everyone to write separate checks for
contributions to different accounts for the offering (such as General and
Building). This makes it much easier. Thank you very much!
Remember that Mondays mornings are ‘money counting’ mornings for the
church office. Everyone is always welcome, but please try to plan visiting the
office anytime other than Monday mornings. Thank you!

Presbyterian Women
Back Porch Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 14, at 10 AM
at the home of Debbie Balltrip, 192 Woodridge Dr., Spartanburg
Circle 3 will meet on Tuesday, January 14, at 7 PM
at the home of Marian Stephen, 575 Ellsmere Way, Moore.
Circle 3 participates in the Heifer project in December of every year. This year the
Circle was blessed to be able to send $630.00 to that mission and the group selected the following gifts to send: Clean drinking water, a goat, 2 flocks of chickens,
ducks/geese, honey bees and a pig. For those not familiar with this project these
items will go to a community in dire need and they not only bring these items to the
community, but also show the community how to care for the animals and wells as
well as following up with them. Praise be to God for the generous hearts of the ladies of our Circle that we are able to help other in need.
Ladies Who Lunch
will meet Friday, January 10, at 11:45 at McAlister’s Deli.
Come, enjoy the fellowship and bring a friend!

Thanks to Karen Holmes for sharing her beautiful home at Christmas for our
Christmas “Ladies who Lunch” celebration.

Evangelism and Nurture
Our group works to make sure new disciples are mentored and assimilated into the life of
Nazareth. Mentors are assigned and follow each family. Look at the bulletin board outside the
sanctuary for pictures of our new disciples and introduce yourselves to them. We also
acknowledge them at our annual New Disciples’ luncheon. Our committee also assists Julie in
providing communion to those who can no longer worship with us. We also make periodic
visits and send cards through our card ministry to members who are hospitalized, grieving or
sick, and to our college students.
The Front Porch committee: We meet and greet first time visitors by taking bread and jam after
their visit. We also provide information about our church and a letter of welcome. The name front
porch describes our visit; meant to be brief and nonintrusive.

Fellowship
The Friendship Club
will meet on Wednesday, January 15, at 11:45.
Bring a favorite dish to share. Come be part of a wonderful group!

CHRISTMAS BINGO WAS A SUCCESS!!

Soup’s On!
The Fellowship Committee will be hosting the Annual Souper Bowl Luncheon on
February 2, 2020 immediately following the service in the FLC. Fellowship will provide
drinks and crackers, and the congregation is asked to bring a soup to share! Hope to see
everyone there!

Administration
Staff Spotlight
Julie Schaaf came to Nazareth in January of 2016
as the interim pastor. Then in 2017 she was
installed as the Pastor of Nazareth. She has
endeared herself to the hearts of all of us and is
loved and appreciated more than words can say!
Thank you Julie for all you mean to your
Nazareth Church Family!

We are thankful for our wonderful musician
and pianist, Dean Hughes..
He has been with Nazareth for 4 years.
We are blessed to have him as part of our church
family and to benefit from his talents. Let Dean
know he is appreciated this month!

Cemetery Matching Funds Capital Campaign
The trustees of the cemetery would like to thank each of you who responded to the call and contributed to the
cause. We collected over $19,000 for the cemetery, and every dollar will be matched so that our total collected will be at least $38,000. Your generosity will allow us to take on some much needed projects to clean
up landscaping, repair damages to markers, and take on some more future projects to improve and maintain
the property.
We continue to encourage you to remember the cemetery during the year and give a portion of your
contributions to the Cemetery Fund. Any contributions for the cemetery have to be designated as such. No
funds are ever taken from our general contributions unless they are specifically marked by the donor to be for
the cemetery.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND CARE FOR THE CEMETERY. Remember to give to the Cemetery Fund
throughout the Year
Reverend Julie Schaaf has published a book!
Many of you may have heard that Julie was approached by Parson’s Porch Publishing about publishing
some of her sermons. After much prayer and cajoling on the part of the publisher, Julie decided to go for it.
The book, More than Chocolate: Lenten Sermons that Matter, is available on Parson’s Porch website and on
Amazon so please tell your friends and family. It features the three series that she has preached during Lent
while at Nazareth. The book will be useful for personal devotions and study during Lent. Copies are
available in the office and Julie will be glad to sign them. Nazareth price is $15 a book.

Our Church Family
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Please remember the following in your prayers.

Members and Friends of Nazareth
Sheryl Anderson’s friends,
Dennis and Jo Goode
Catherine Beach
Gerald Broome’s grandson, Adam Broome
Mary Brady
Buddy and Angelee Berry
Simon Cairns’ sister,
Grace Dalhoff
Carroll Caldwell’s son,
Aaron Caldwell
Jenny Collins
Margaret Culclasure
Fran Deer

Jan and Homer Ellis’ friend,
Baby Jack
Joe and Martha Fox
Lisa Hayes
Doug Hughes’ parents, Betty and Tom
Rusty Kirkpatrick and family in the death
of his brother-in-law
Gladys Mills
Irene Powers
Julie Schaaf’s aunt, Mary McRae
Jessica Sullens’ mother, JoAnn

In the Armed Forces:
Missionaries and Mission Partners:

Steven Alverson
Albert Bianco
Doneven Dernar
Dorothy Ellis
Eric Gallman

Reggie Hughes
Lee Hughes
Joey Menendez
Mike Roberts
Shelly Roberts

Mark Adams
Shalynn and Tyler Crawford

Concerns of the World

Shooting in church in Texas and Hanukkah celebration
Oil spill in the Galapagos Islands
“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
2 Chron 7:14
Please call the church office when a concern needs to be added to or taken away from the list.
Thank You.

Sunday Morning Coffee and Conversation
Time: 9:00 - 9:30
JANUARY—Saturday Sisters

Thanks to everyone who shows up early on Sunday mornings to serve coffee
and snacks. If you know someone who doesn’t participate in this time of
fellowship, reach out and invite them to join us.
OFFICE HOURS - Debby works in the office
Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 2 pm.
Julie is in the office Monday through Thursday from
9 am to 4:30 pm. In case of a pastoral emergency,
please call Julie at 864-421-2750.

UPDATED WEBSITE
Check out our updated website with
weekly sermons available and a church
directory.
Please Like us on Facebook

FLOWER CALENDAR
The 2019 flower calendar is hanging in
the hall behind the sanctuary.
Please consider this wonderful way to
honor someone as well as contribute to
the beauty of worship.

MEETING HOUSE NEWS

The deadline for the Newsletter for February
will be Monday, January 27th.
Please have all information to Debby
(debby@nazarethpresbyterian.org) by that time.
Ample time is needed to complete the
newsletter and have it to you by the end of the
month. Please adhere to this time frame. Thank
you!
Dear Church Family,
Thank you to everyone who made us feel so
loved and appreciated during Christmas with
all of the goodies, presents and gift cards that
you gave us. Church staffs are always so busy
during the “Holy” times of year and it was
very encouraging to be thought of in such a
special way.
Thanks for being such a great church
family all year long. We are blessed to be
here. Love, Julie, DJ and Debby

FLOWER CALENDAR
January

5

Communion

January

12

Julie Schaaf

January

19

January

26

February

2

February

9

February

16

February

23

Communion

Thanks to my Nazareth family for all the
prayers, messages and cards during my treatments and hospital stay. I believe in the power of prayer and can feel it working.
Thanks and Happy New Year,
Lisa Hayes

Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries
JANUARY
04
04
05
10
13
15
18
18
19
20
21
22
23
23
25
27
27
28
29
30
30
31

Mila Barath
Peggy Landers
Bob Hatchette
Steve Riggio
Liam Maul
Aletha Misenheimer
Neil Houghton
Doug Hughes
Jamison Franklin
Leslie Stuermann
Carolyn Berry
Marian Stephen
Roy Oates
Pat Sykes
Ashley Whitfield
Drew Cash
Carol Tesh
Judy Taetz
Mandy Mathis
Susan Baier
Joan Cothran
Kaushik Kotecha

FEBRUARY
02
03
05
07
07
09
10
12
14
16
17
21
23
27
28
28
28

JANUARY
06
07
17
26

David & Marian Stephen
Jerry & Marian Johnson
Larry & Phyllis Powers
Blake & Emily Collins

Irene Powers
AJ Cansler
Jane Harrington
Jane Cook
Janie Guffey
Bill Berry
Mac Broome
Grant Brown
Shalynn Smith Crawford
Suzanne Hughes
Susan Kern
Trenton Cook
Stephanie Heath
Gail Johnson
John Bainbridge
David Franklin
George Sykes

FEBRUARY
16
16
20
28

William & Carolyn Berry
Glenn & Jennie Lindman
Tommy & Frances Lynch
Rick & Jayne Duerksen

Sun

5
Buildings
& Grounds
Worship
Evangelism
& Nurture

Mon

JANUARY

6
8:15
8:30

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4
The
Carpenter’s
Table 9-1

8

9

10
Ladies Who
Lunch 11:45

11

Circle # 3 7:00

Choir

Cemetery
Committee
6:00

14

15

16

17

18

23

24

25
The Soup
Kitchen 9-1

30

31

8:30

8:30
8:30

Installation/
Ordination of New
Elders in worship

13

19

7:00

Friendship
Club 11:45
Christian
Education 6:00
Handbells 6:00

20

Choir 7:00
21

22

Congregational
Meeting to hold
our Annual
Meeting
Handbells 6:00
Session
26
Pennies for
Hunger

Sat

1

7
Back Porch
Circle 10:00

Handbells 6:00
12
Fellowship
Missions

Tue

7:00

27

Handbells 6:00

Choir
28

7:00

29

Choir

7:00

