July 5, 2023

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A3

Sent by email: pm@pm.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister:

On behalf of the Canadian business community, we are writing to express our deep concern regarding the
labour dispute at Canada’s West Coast ports.

As associations, local chambers of commerce and boards of trade, whose members employ millions of
Canadians, we are calling on the Government to reconvene Parliament and pass back-to-work legislation,
immediately.

The shutdown of our ports will fuel inflation, increase costs for businesses and consumers, and damage
the Canadian economy. It will severely reduce the ability of our exporting industries to move their products
to market, making it much more difficult to secure the global contracts that drive investment and employ
Canadians.

Approximately 25 percent of our total traded goods flow through the ports in Western Canada. They are
Canada’s largest gateway, handling over $800 million worth of cargo, from agri-foods and potash to
critical minerals, forestry, construction materials and household necessities, every single day. As a result
of Canada’s heavy reliance on trade, the smooth delivery of goods is in the national public interest making
the impact of this dispute far more profound than that of most other more isolated labour disruptions.

To position Canada as a reliable trading partner that is competitive in the global economy, businesses
must be able to reliably and efficiently get goods to and from market. Canadians expect our elected
officials to ensure that this labour dispute is resolved quickly.

Sincerely,
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