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MONTGOMERY COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S  

CARIBBEAN AMERICAN ADVISORY GROUP 

June 2022 

 

 

2022 National Caribbean American Heritage Month (CAHM) - CONTINUED 

 

The recognition awards are titled to honor the three founding members and former chairs of CAAG who 

made immeasurable contributions to the Caribbean community and County. The awardees are:  

 

• The E. Leo Edwards Award for Community Service:  Ms. Jacqueline Samuda was recognized for 

her long history as a licensed therapist working with multicultural communities in Montgomery 

County. Her dedication to assisting immigrant residents providing the utmost care, dignity, and 

respect as they access behavioral health and educational support demonstrates her exemplary 

service. 

• The Rayness R. Mayne Award for Business, Management and Entrepreneurship:  Ms. Jazmyn 

McKoy, was honored for her tireless work and dedication to providing educational supports, 

mentoring and career development opportunities for students in Montgomery County.  Her 

efforts empowered well over 1600 students to excel beyond social and economic challenges. 

• The Ambassador Curtis Ward Leadership Award: Dr. Vincent R. Liburd was recognized for his 

many years of visionary leadership in the areas of ecclesiastical affairs, education, and 

humanitarian and civic involvement in Montgomery County. His community-engaged leadership 

has enhanced the lives of countless individuals in the Caribbean Diaspora and Montgomery 

County. 

 

Another highlight of the event was CAAG’s appointees sharing their heritage and giving a photographic 

glimpse of the rich culture and beauty of their homelands through a presentation titled “Sailing around 

the Caribbean and South America.” Ms. Moye Stephenson-Fairweather gave a live rendition of her 

Jamaican dialect, and Ms. Laurie Williams used poetry to share her Haitian language and culture.  

 

Several county and state elected officials; Ms. Diane Vu, Director of the Office of Community 

Partnerships; and community members participated in the event. CAAG’s co-chair, Ms. Derrice Deane 

welcomed everyone to the event.  Ms. Venice Mundle-Harvey, CAAG’s co-chair gave a detailed report of 

CAAG’s activities from September 2021 to June 2022. She commended the other Advisory Groups, 

organizations, and institutions and thanked those who ensured that the Caribbean community and 

Advisory Group were included in County activities and committees. She made special mention of the 

leaders who worked to keep Montgomery County safe during the pandemic.  Dr. Karen Francis, CAAG’s 

appointee, gave a rousing closing message and reminded the Group and guests that there is still much 
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work to be done in and for the Caribbean community in Montgomery County. The program concluded 

with music and dancing led by Mr. Rodrigue Vital, CAAG’s Liaison. 

 

Other Caribbean American Heritage Month Celebrations:   

 

The Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) and Caribbean Partnering 

Organizations’ annual Caribbean American Heritage Month Inter-Faith Ecumenical Church Service was 

held on Sunday, June 26th at Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ in Washington, DC. The 

service was led by the Rector Rev. Brandon Harris who based his sermon on this year’s theme, 

“Fortitude of Faith: For Such a Time as This,” prayers by Hajji Rooknudeen Ali of the Islamic Society of 

the Washington Area, and Pandit Bhisham Persad of the Hindu Temple of Metropolitan Washington.       

Ms. Jazmyn McKoy, one of CAAG’s 2022 honorees, was the soloist. People of the Caribbean diaspora, 

elected officials, members of the diplomatic corps, Ambassadors and other Church leaders attended the 

service.   CAAG’s appointees Ms. Venice Mundle-Harvey, Ms. Moye Stephenson-Fairweather, and Ms. 

Yvonne Stephens served on the planning committee.  

 

Throughout the month of June, other Caribbean organizations held events including a film festival to 

honor and highlight the importance of Caribbean American Heritage Month.  August will be celebrated 

as Maryland State Caribbean Heritage Month.  

 

Submitted by Mrs. Venice Mundle-Harvey, CAAG’s Co-Chair 

 

 

                                   

 

                      

     

      

 


