
 

Western States Respond 

It is often said that states are the laboratories of democracy and situations such 

as the current Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is showing how states are, 

once again, taking the lead in developing creative solutions to benefit their 

citizens. A number of resources are currently available offering information on 

state level executive orders and other actions taken to manage the pandemic 

and its impact on communities. To the extent that the sharing of information 

facilitates inventive solutions, a compilation of state and local initiatives in the 

West are included below. 

 

Supplies & Equipment 
Access to supplies and medical equipment has been essential to combat COVID-

19. During the first week of April, California, Oregon, and Washington made the 

decision to share ventilator stock with other states facing more pressing need of 

the equipment. Oregon and Washington returned equipment received from the 

national stockpile for redistribution to states such as New York where the impact 

of the virus has been devastating. California shared state-owned ventilators 

through the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC).   

 

Additional efforts to provide medical equipment to front line workers has taken an 

industrious and creative turn. In Arizona, Phoenix area doctors developed 3D 

printed protective masks for donation. Similarly, Sacramento State University 

students used their spring break recess to make 3D masks that were donated to 

a local hospital for staff use. In an effort to streamline procurement of supplies, 

California developed a website allowing people to submit information on medical 

equipment they have available.  

 

http://cert1.mail-west.com/HyjkU/7rmx/myuzjanmc/33zgq71xHgt/dvd1lllm/HqvnqxH/3h0ie3wzgq71x/5nfnat?_c=d%7Cze7pzanwmhlzgt%7C17dtmj3rv0u3sa5&_ce=1586186909.ebfbc8e600967e8ffea34b06dabbc334
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-edit-oregon-20200405-oowvuht47zh6pedh22mdndbsry-story.html
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/we%E2%80%99re-together-%E2%80%93-washington-state-send-ventilators
https://fronterasdesk.org/content/1515656/phoenix-doctors-developing-3d-printed-protective-mask
https://www.csus.edu/news/articles/2020/4/6/Students-create-3D-printed-masks-for-local-hospital.shtml
https://www.csus.edu/news/articles/2020/4/6/Students-create-3D-printed-masks-for-local-hospital.shtml
https://covid19supplies.ca.gov/


 

Expanded Medical Facilities & Staffing 
With the anticipation of spikes in patients requiring hospital care, states have 

taken proactive approaches to handle patient needs. From coordinating with 

hotels for use of rooms to repurposing of sport centers, states are assessing 

available options and making plans. Seattle, Washington and Sacramento, 

California have both coordinated to transform sport venues into field hospitals as 

other cities utilize convention centers and reopened previously closed hospital 

facilities. California has also taken steps to boost available medical personnel by 

setting up the California Health Corps inviting retired and part-time medical 

workers to register for on-call status should developments require a need for 

additional staffing.  

 
University Research & Resources 
In times of need, partnerships can provide key resources to support public 

demands. In Arizona, scientists from universities and a nonprofit research 

institute formed a coalition called the Arizona COVID-19 Genomics Union to 

study the genetic coding of the virus to better track how it is spread. Researchers 

at Stanford Medicine have been aggressively working on an antibody test that 

was launched on April 6. With information gained from these studies, public 

health officials can gain insights that can help in determining when it may be safe 

for individuals to return to normal life activities.  

 
Resource Access 
As citizens comply with stay at home orders in their respective states and cities, 

ensuring access to resources has become a priority. In addition to essential 

items such as groceries and household products, access to mental health and 

financial assistance has become necessary to support citizens during these 

unusual times. In Montana, existing mental health services have been expanded 

in response to an increase in use. The California Surgeon General published an 

https://www.kuow.org/stories/the-military-field-hospital-at-centurylink-is-ready-to-receive-patients
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article241800136.html
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article241800136.html
https://calmatters.org/health/coronavirus/2020/04/california-health-corps-coronavirus-reserves-medical-worker-risks/?utm_source=CalMatters+Newsletters&utm_campaign=cb3ca00d36-WHATMATTERS_NEWSLETTER&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_faa7be558d-cb3ca00d36-150257301&mc_cid=cb3ca00d36&mc_eid=c4d4e9a664
https://www.knau.org/post/new-covid-19-research-institute-forms-arizona
https://www.biospace.com/article/stanford-develops-covid-19-antibody-test/
https://helenair.com/news/local/state-expands-mental-health-resources-can-be-accessed-from-home/article_c1c150d7-b85a-5699-99d6-10c0b0286d34.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/wp/california-surgeon-general_stress-busting-playbook_draft-v2clean_ada-04072020.pdf


 

online guide offering recommendations and resources for stress management 

related to the unique impacts created by the pandemic. As financial assistance 

programs roll out at the federal and state level, navigating the processes can be 

daunting. To assist in streamlining the process, a one-stop website has been 

developed for Oregon citizens in need of assistance.  

 
Private Sector Coordination 
The ability to coordinate with private sector businesses and organizations can 

provide access to information, resources, and creative solutions as governments 

work to address public concerns. During this pandemic, a range of offerings and 

assistance have been presented in many forms. In Oregon and Hawaii, 

committees have been established to address concerns and planning specific to 

COVID-19. California implemented a task force comprised of private and public 

officials to address testing needs in the state. Private companies have also 

contributed to efforts, including an Arizona company able to produce hospital 

beds and Amazon donating laptops for Washington students shifting to online 

learning.  

 

As states continue to face the challenges caused by COVID-19, state leaders will 

identify innovative solutions and resources to respond and recover from the 

current crisis. The information provided here is intended to sample the leadership 

states are providing in partnership with community leaders, the medical 

community, universities, private sector businesses, and each other during the 

pandemic. We invite the sharing of information and welcome any stories you 

would like to share about efforts in our region during this challenging time. Please 

feel free to contact us at csgw@csg.org. 

 

 
 

https://kval.com/news/local/oregon-rolls-out-financial-resource-website-for-thousands-of-unemployed-oregonians
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019I1/Committees/JSCVR/Overview
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/specialcommittee.aspx?comm=cov&year=2020
https://testing.covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/brooklyn-bedding-a-phoenix-mattress-factory-is-ready-for-coronavirus-11464175
https://blog.aboutamazon.com/community/amazon-donates-8-200-laptops-to-seattle-public-schools-families
mailto:csgw@csg.org
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