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Washington State Visit 
 

From January 21 to 23, CSG West Director, Edgar Ruiz, and accompanying staff 

visited the Washington Capitol to meet with legislative leaders, Western Legislative 

Academy (WLA) alumni and applicants, and other members to share information 

on CSG West programming for 2020. During the visit, staff members visited the 

office of each of the 147 members of the legislature. CSG West works to effectively 

expand the network of Western state legislators by connecting them to both 

legislative colleagues across the region, as well as information and resources to 

support their work.  

 

Several Washington members currently hold leadership roles in CSG, both at the 

regional and national levels. Among them, Senator Sam Hunt is the current CSG 

National Chair-Elect, Senator Randi Becker serves as Vice Chair of the CSG West 

Westrends Board, Representative Sherry Appleton is Chair of the CSG West 

Public Safety Committee, and Representative Jake Fey is  serving as CSG West’s 

state liaison for the 2019-2020 biennium. Additional members also serve as 

members of the CSG West Executive Committee lending their support and 

expertise to the organization. 

 

As part of the visit, CSG West hosted a gathering for WLA alumni allowing them to 

reconnect and offer insights into their current priorities. A strong cadre of WLA 

alumni still hold public office in Washington: 36 state legislators, U.S. 

Representative Derek Kilmer, and U.S. Representative Dan Newhouse. 

Throughout the visit, CSG West staff were able to meet with newly elected 

members and their staff to discuss the work of the organization and available 

program opportunities, including the 2020 WLA.  

 

https://www.csgwest.org/policy/Westrends18-19.aspx
https://www.csgwest.org/policy/PubSaf18-19.aspx
https://www.csgwest.org/policy/Exec17-18.aspx
https://www.csgwest.org/legislativeacademy/WesternLegislativeAcademy.aspx
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This year’s two-month legislative session started off with a number of measures 

being introduced, including state parks, climate change, gun control, and public 

records. Free public access to State Parks has bipartisan support in the Senate 

with 14 co-sponsors. State lawmakers championed a bipartisan proposal that 

would test Alaska’s successful salmon-hatchery approach in Washington. 

Governor Jay Inslee held a press conference in December that outlined his goals 

for the 2020 legislative session, including more clean fuel standards and plans to 

reduce carbon emissions. Lawmakers proposed a ban on assault-style and large 

capacity weapons. In the House, a bill passed that provides Washington State 

Patrol discretion to destroy forfeited firearms. Creating a shift in how the Capitol 

functions administratively, the legislature is going paperless to fulfill transparency 

requirements related to the state’s Public Records Act. A recent ruling by the state 

Supreme Court affirmed the requirements and driving the implementation of these 

changes.  

 

CSG staff also enjoyed a chance to connect with Washington state members of the 

Legislative Council on River Governance (LCRG), including Representative Bruce 

Chandler, Senator Dean Takko, and Senator Jim Honeyford. During these 

meetings, members discussed current issues of the Columbia and Snake River 

Basins, as well as offering input on the LCRG 2020 meeting in Lewiston, Idaho. 

 

History was made in Washington’s legislature with the swearing-in of the first new 

Speaker of the House in nearly 20 years, Speaker Laurie Jinkins. An alumnus of 

CSG West’s WLA (Class of 2011), Speaker Jinkins is the first openly gay Speaker 

of the House in the state. Her ascent to this important position builds on the 

progress of women rising into key leadership roles within the state and across the 

country. Since 1971, the number of women serving in state legislatures nationwide 

has more than quintupled. In 2019 it was reported that six out of the top ten states 

to have female representation are in the west, with Washington placing fourth.   

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=6093&year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6509&Year=2019
https://medium.com/wagovernor/inslee-announces-bold-climate-legislation-as-part-of-supplemental-budget-rollout-75a5a8fc65f0
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?billnumber=2241&year=2019
https://apnews.com/df9a5e366ec884227f1fa3114ad4c42f
https://www.csgwest.org/programs/LCRG.aspx
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/women-state-legislature-2019
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To celebrate the establishment of Washington state’s first LGBTQ Commission, 

Representative Beth Doglio and Evergreen College cohosted an evening reception 

at the historic Lord Mansion. Attendees included Governor Jay Inslee, Senator 

Claire Wilson, Representative Skyler Rude, LGBTQ Commission Director Manny 

Santiago, and several newly appointed members. 

 

 


