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New Mexico State Visit 
 

Edgar Ruiz and accompanying staff touched down in the Land of Enchantment on 

January 28, 2020 where they were warmly welcomed by staff and legislators. This 

year is the legislature’s short session, which is 30-days. During the visit, the 

Capitol, also known as the Roundhouse, was packed with people interested in 

hearing the debate on two bills – Senate Bill 5, the Extreme Risk Firearm 

Protection Order Act, also known as a Red Flag gun bill, and Senate Bill 115 which 

would legalize the use of recreational cannabis for residents 21 years of age and 

older. The Red Flag bill ultimately passed both houses of the legislature and is in 

Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s desk awaiting her signature. The recreational 

cannabis bill failed during the final days of the legislative session.  

 

CSG West was joined by CSG National colleagues in town to plan the 2020 CSG 

National Meeting to be held in Santa Fe December 2-5, 2020. To kick off the 

celebration of this year’s National Conference in New Mexico, CSG hosted an 

evening reception for interested members to learn more about the program agenda 

and planned topic discussions. CSG West liaison, Senator Bill Soules, offered 

attendees insights about the value of engaging with CSG at the regional and 

national levels and how excited the New Mexico Legislature is about this year’s 

national conference.  

 

Throughout the Western states, water concerns remain prevalent and during this 

session, New Mexico policymakers were working to address key concerns for their 

state. At the direction of New Mexico Governor Lujan Grisham, State Engineer 

John R. D ‘Antonio Jr., P.E. is working to produce a 50-year water plan for the 

state. At the invitation of Representative Spence, CSG staff attended the House 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee to hear his testimony on the 50-
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Year Water Plan, as well as ongoing projects on the Rio Grande and the Colorado 

Rivers, litigation defending New Mexico water rights, and the resources needed to 

maintain, conserve and defend water resources across the state. 

 

CSG staff connected with Senator William Rehm and discussed bail reform – a 

topic that will be featured during the CSG West 2020 Annual Meeting in Jackson 

Wy, and a legislative priority across the West. Also discussed was the 

establishment of the CSG West Colorado River Forum, which is aimed at providing 

a focused examination of the current status and future governance of the Colorado 

River. 

 

Throughout our visit, the Roundhouse was filled with constituents, service groups, 

and school children all visiting their Capitol, Representatives, and Senators to 

participate in keeping New Mexico special, vibrant and working for all. It was as 

inspiring as the art that adorns nearly every inch of wall space of the Roundhouse. 

Many thanks to Senator Soules, our CSG West liaison, and to Representative 

Andrea Romero, our 2019 WLA Class President, for their support during our visit 

and for their outreach to encourage eligible members to apply to this year’s 

Western Legislative Academy (WLA).  

 

 


