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Strengthening Legislative Oversight & 
Release of Oversight Handbook 
 

During the recent CSG National Conference Reimagined, the CSG West 

Legislative Oversight Working Group hosted a session titled Strengthening the 

Role of Legislative Oversight. Led by California Assemblymember Ken Cooley, 

co-chair of the Legislative Working Group (2019-2020), the session highlighted 

tools and procedures that legislators and committees can employ to enhance 

their oversight capabilities. Jim Townsend, Director of the Levin Center at Wayne 

State University School of Law, which fosters high quality oversight investigations 

by elected officials, provided an overview of general legislative oversight 

practices across the states. Mr. Townsend, along with Ben Eikey and Elise Bean 

of the Center, also shared information about some of the Center’s resources, 

including training opportunities, tutorials, research and events available for 

policymakers.  

 

Throughout the session legislators shared their insights and experiences 

conducting legislative oversight in their respective states. These legislators 

included New York Assemblymember Dan Quart, Chair of the Commission on 

Administrative Regulations Review; Maryland Senator Sarah Elfreth, Chair of the 

Joint Committee on Administrative & Legislative Review; and Idaho Senator Dan 

Johnson. A robust conversation, along with questions and answers, followed 

their presentations.  

 

During the session, Assemblymember Cooley announced the release of the CSG 

West Western Legislative Oversight Handbook, which contains information about 

the important role of legislative oversight in safeguarding checks and balances in 

our democratic system of governance, as well as drawing attention to procedures 
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for effective oversight practices. A key feature of the handbook are responses to 

27 questions addressing oversight of administrative rules, financial oversight, 

review of existing bodies of laws, and general oversight practices among western 

states. The handbook is the culmination of the Working Group’s efforts during the 

2019-20 biennium, which will continue to be a focus in the new year.  

 

The session is available for  online viewing. Stay tuned for periodic updates and 

resources from CSG West Legislative Oversight Working Group, which will be 

led by Idaho Senator Dan Johnson and Hawaii Representative Angus McKelvey 

during the 2021-22 biennium.    
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