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Columbia River Partnership 

December 2004

 Columbia River Initiative  
Memorandum of Understanding

February 2006

 State’s Columbia River Water        
Resource Management Act 



Columbia River Basin 

Water Management Act (2006)
• Significant investment in new storage and conservation

– Capital: authorization for bonds of up to $200 million 

– Operating: $2.1 million and 15 FTEs

• 2/3 of funds for study & construction of new storage & 

pump exchanges

– 1/3 of new storage for improving streamflows to 

benefit fish

– 2/3 of new storage for new out-of-stream uses

• 1/3 of funds for all other water supply projects 

Ecology was tasked with managing the funds & created the Office of Columbia River 

(OCR) to use these funds to develop new water supplies 



Aggressively pursue water supply 

development for both instream and 

out-of-stream uses.   RCW 90.90.005(2)

OCR’s Mission…. 





Water Supply Development 

Account Uses

• Assess, plan, and develop new storage

• Improve or alter existing storage 
facilities

• Implement conservation projects

• Any other actions to provide access to 
new water supplies (e.g., 
acquisitions, leases, marketing)



RCW 90.90 Statutory Focus

1. Find alternatives to groundwater for the Odessa 
subarea aquifer 

2. Develop water supply for pending water right 
applications

3. Create uninterruptible supply of water for 
interruptible water right holders

4. Meet new (future) municipal, domestic, industrial 
and irrigation water needs

5.  Provide water for instream needs



Program Evolution

• Problem solving focus

• Seeking balance

✓ In water allocation

✓ Between mainstem and tributaries in 
program focus

✓ In geographic distribution of projects

✓ In types of projects

✓ Between water quantity and overall aquatic 
resources



OCR Projects



2021 – 2023 Capital Budget -

• OCRs 21-23 capital budget proposal = $40 million.

• YBIPs 21-23 capital budget proposal = $42 million. 

• YRBWEP 21-23 capital budget proposal = $5 million

• Budget reduction exercises are part of our submittal 

package. 

• Agency budget proposal due to OFM in Sept. 2020.



Investments to date 
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BIENNIUM OCR YBIP

2006 – 2013 $ 96.5 million Funded out of OCR budget

2013 – 2015 $ 74.5 million $ 143.3 million
(includes TCF)

2015 – 2017 $ 19.0 million $ 30.0 million

2017 – 2019 $ 33.8 million $ 31.1 million

2019 - 2021 $ 40.0 million $ 40.0 million

TOTAL $ 263.7 million $ 244.4 million



Yakima Basin Integrated Plan (YBIP) 

7 Elements

Fish Passage

Structural 
Operational 

Changes

Surface 
Storage

Groundwater 
Storage

Habitat 
Restoration

Market-based 
Reallocation

Water 
Conservation



Yakima River Basin Water Resource

Management Act–SSSB 5367 (2013)

Purpose

• Partnership among Washington State, Yakama Nation,federal
government and water users to meet the Yakima Basin’s 
future needs

• Address non-federal issues

Ecology authorized to implement Integrated Plan

• To protect and enhance fish and wildlife

• To improve availability and reliability of water supplies as well 
as efficiency of use

• To establish flexible operational enhancements to prepare for 
the uncertainties of climate change



Yakima River Basin Water Resource

Management Act–SSSB 5367 (2013)

Funding

• State commits up to 50% of the cost of Integrated Plan, non-
state funding is federal, local, and private

• Funding ratio does not apply to individual projects

Reporting

• Ecology submits financing report and accomplishment report 
to the Governor and Legislature in alternate years beginning 
December 1, 2015 and ending in 2045

Legislation does not:

• Pre-authorize any specific project

• Eliminate or reduce requirements for project related analyses 
or permits





Federal Legislation



First 10 Years: Projects by Element



Leveraging federal dollars in the Yakima



Icicle Creek – WRIA 45



Icicle Creek Subbasin



Icicle Creek Water Resource 
Management Strategy



Timeline of Icicle Strategy

Pre-2012

Litigation amongst 
numerous Icicle 
stakeholders

2012 - 2019

Icicle Workgroup

Guiding Principles

Alternatives

Programmatic EIS

2019 - 2029

Project SEPA

NEPA

Feasibility

Design

Implementation

2029 +

Adaptive 
Management

Decision-Support 
Tool

Long-Term Icicle 
Strategy Goals



Walla Walla Basin

WA
OR



Walla Walla Basin Walla 

Walla 2050 Strategy
Developed in collaboration with Walla Walla Water 

Management Partnership, CTUIR and OWRD
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Walla Walla 2050 Strategy
“an integrated water resource approach”

• Pass enabling legislation in Washington (2023-2025)

• Assess, plan, and develop new water supply alternatives 
(e.g., storage, CR Pump exchange)

• Develop bi-state regulatory framework

• Use science based decision making (USGS, OpenET, etc.)

• Improve instream flows in the basin

• Improve or alter existing diversion(s) and fish passage at 
current instream infrastructure

• Implement conservation projects

• Any other actions to provide access to new water supplies 
or retiming of existing (e.g., ASR, acquisitions, leases, 
marketing)



Walla Walla Instream Flow



Aquifer Storage and Recovery

• Cities of ….

–White 

Salmon 

–Kennewick

–Yakima 

–Othello 

• Source Water 

Supply

• Appropriate 

Geology to hold 

water 

• Water Quality 

• Economical 

Infrastructure

• Enabling Permitting 

Environment 



Collaboration Group Work leads 

to Workgroup



Where are We Headed? 

• On-going need to develop water supplies and 

invest in infra-structure 

• 2021 Forecasting future water supply needs 

based on more sophisticated methodology, 

surface and groundwater inter-relationships and 

curtailment (recently published)

• Building innovative and sustainable partnerships 

• Secure long-term source(s) of funding 

• Delivering integrated multi use water resource 

solutions



Questions or Discussion  

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/Our-
Programs/Office-of-the-Columbia-River

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/Our-Programs/Office-of-the-Columbia-River

