
 

 

In preparation for next year’s annual meeting, the CSG West Education Committee 

chair and vice chair, Wyoming Representative David Northrup and Nevada Senator 

Mo Denis respectively, have begun their outreach efforts with committee members, 

as well as education committee chairs across the region, to identify the most 

pressing education challenges. Feedback from these efforts is still being gathered, 

but a few issues have begun to surface as regional concerns.   

 

One such issue is the challenge of recruitment, certification, and funding of career 

and technical education (CTE) programs. Many states are experiencing shortages of 

CTE teachers year over year making it difficult to provide training and education 

opportunities. Another component of this challenge is identifying ways to encourage 

people with a desire to transition to a CTE focus to make the career shift. Most often 

these candidates are mid-career professionals in related technical fields, recent 

college graduates, veterans, or currently licensed teachers.  

  

Special education represents another educational challenge for western legislators. 

States face issues of teacher shortages, lack of federal funding, integration levels for 

children with special needs in traditional classrooms, improving the achievement 

levels for students with disabilities, and implementing best practices to address 

increasing workloads of special education teachers. These and other issues 

affecting special education will continue to challenge western legislators trying to find 

solutions.  

  

Social-emotional learning has also become a topic of frequent conversation among 

educators in the region. Recent surveys of school aged children indicate that seven 

in 10 teens think anxiety and depression are major problems for their peers. Mental 

health issues in school aged children are becoming more prevalent leading schools 

to utilize social-workers and assorted mental health services to help students at a 

greater frequency than previous generations. As schools work to address social-
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emotional learning needs they are confronted with the challenge of balancing 

traditional classroom learning needs with external issues that have a significant 

impact on the ability of students to succeed.  

  

These are just a few of the education policy challenges demanding the attention of 

legislators in the region. We welcome member feedback to inform the committee’s 

work and ensure that we address topics important to our states. If you have topics 

you wish to put forth for committee consideration, please reach out to CSG West 

staff or the Education Committee leadership. 

 

Stay tuned…for an introduction the CSG West Energy Committee.   
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