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Cracking the (dress) code

Corridor professionals show 
off their style, from buttoned 

up to dressed down

All eyes on youExploring what’s hot and what’s not in 

the ever-changing world of eyewear.PAGE 6

THE STYLE ISSUE
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Coolest 
Places to 

Work
See what 

companies made 

this year’s list
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Big Grove Brewery & Taproom in Iowa City. PHOTO ANGELA HOLMES

2018’s Best of 

the Corridor II

Summer heat getting you down? Don’t worry, our Best of 

the Corridor competition offers plenty of ways to stay cool – 

and cool companies to do business with. After profiling the 

first group of 19 winners in last week’s edition (and now on 

corridorbusiness.com), we invite you to turn the page to see 

who sold readers on the Best Shop for Corporate Gifts, who 

carried the title for Best Trucking Company and who teed 

off as Best Golf Course, among others. >>
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COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

GET

  8  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Johnson County

  9  Coe College

11  Domestic Violence Intervention Program

12  Iowa Children’s Museum

13  Mercy Medical Center - Cedar Rapids

14  Ronald McDonald House Charities

15  The Crisis Center of Johnson County

16  Trees Forever

G E T  I N V O L V E D  A D V E R T I S E R S

A D V E R T I S I N G  S U P P L E M E N T
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Coming UpNext week’s focus issue is Emerging Technologies. The CBJ List will be IT Companies.

Inside
Envision, the Iowa City Area Chamber of Commerce’s monthly newsletter.

Trends 
for 2018
Area business 
leaders share 
their insights and predictions for the new year.
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The Iowa City Area Chamber of Commerce strives to affect policy in a way that fosters a better business environment in our community. We achieve this through issue advocacy at all levels of government, by providing opportunities for members to network with elected officials, and by playing an active role in educating members about the electoral process. 
I’d like to highlight a few key initiatives that the Chamber is focusing on in 2018.  (It’s important to note before we delve into the issues that the Chamber cannot do what it does without your support. Actively engaging on these topics with your elected officials helps us do our job. If you ever want to find ways to be involved in the policy process or just want to learn more, reach out to us and we’ll help you get plugged in.)

1. Education funding
The Chamber will be advocating fiercely for adequate funding for education at the state level. This includes K-12, Kirkwood Community College, and the University of Iowa. These entities not only serve as economic drivers in our region, they provide the key mechanism for reducing the skills gap that employers currently experience with Iowa’s workforce. The biggest issue we hear from employers is that they can’t find employees with the skill sets needed. The only way to improve upon this shortcoming is to continue to invest in education and push for innovative solutions that help students find appropriate career pathways for their skills.

2. Tax reform
The Chamber will be looking to play a role in both the state and federal tax reform debates as they continue to progress.
Throughout the federal tax reform debate, the Iowa City Area 

Chamber of Commerce has worked with its partner organizations across Iowa to maintain the Federal Historic Preservation program and the New Market Tax Credit and we are happy to see that they were preserved almost completely.

On the state level, challenges with the budget have complicated the push for tax reform but we remain committed to the goal of simplifying Iowa’s tax code. Iowa currently has the highest corporate tax rate in the country which stands to impede the recruitment of companies into Iowa. Our hope is to see rates reduced to a competitive level while maintaining the fiscal soundness of Iowa’s budget.

3. Transportation
Lastly, the Chamber will be working to increase the integration and coordination of transit systems within Johnson County, while actively supporting efforts by the Iowa Department of Transportation to study and implement a plan for passenger rail in the North Liberty – Iowa City corridor. 

We believe exploring a transit system that approaches transportation from a regional perspective will help to provide a seamless experience for transit users and make the system more effective and efficient. Passenger rail would help to increase choice in transportation in the area and improve the sustainability of our region as a whole.

The Chamber is excited to see the potential before us in the coming months and years and we hope you feel the compelled to get involved. We’d also encourage any Chamber member who is interested to apply for a spot on the newly launched Business Council on Legislative Affairs, a group tasked with aiding in the creation and implementation of our policy platform. The application can be found on our website in the advocacy section, as well as on page 3 of this issue of Envision. 

On behalf of the Chamber, we hope you have a wonderful holiday and a happy new year! 

Save These Dates

     Congratulations to the Chamber’s  Director of Member Services Tim Carty, who received a 2017 BRAVO Award at the Iowa City/Coralville Area CVB annual luncheon that  was held Wednesday, Dec. 12 at the Marriott Hotel and Conference Center in Coralville. Tim was recognized for his outstanding service to the community.  The Chamber is proud to have Tim on our team!

Tim Carty honored 
with BRAVO Award     Get a jump-start on the new year with First Friday Coffee Connections, a new program launched in North Liberty taking place on the first Friday of each month.     The first Coffee Connections will take place at 7:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 5, at Iowa Donor Network, 550 Madison Ave. in North Liberty. 

    The idea for Coffee Connections originated from the North Liberty Steering Committee.  The purpose is to get members of the business community to build connections before they head for work. 

North Liberty to launch Coffee Connections

(From left) Tim Carty receives his award from President of Iowa City/Coralville Area 
CVB Josh Schamburger and  Iowa City Council member Kingsley Botchway II.
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Jan. 4 - CLP Program Committee Meeting, 8:00 AM 
Jan. 5 - First Friday Coffee Connections, 7:30 AM, Iowa Donor Network, 550 Madison Ave., North Liberty
Jan. 9 - EPIC Leadership Council Meeting, 11:30 AM 
Jan. 12 - CLP Human Services Session, 8:00 AM
 
Jan. 19  - Urban Acres Ribbon Cutting, 9:00 AM

Jan. 25 -  Vintage Cooperatives Business PM, 4:30-6:30 PM, 1180 Kennedy Pkwy, Coralville

Jan. 27 - January Legislative Breakfast, 8:00 AM, Iowa City Area Chamber of Commerce, 325 E. Washington St. 
Feb. 1 - CLP Program Committee Meeting, 8:00 AM 
Feb. 15 - Chamber Annual Banquet, 5:00 PM, Coralville Marriott Hotel & Conference Center, 300 East 9th Street, Coralville

Coralville Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m. 
•	 Jan. 8 - Coralville Marriott, 300 E 9th St.
•	 Jan. 15 - Monica’s, 303 2nd St.•	 Jan. 22 - Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen, 2824 Commerce Dr. •	 Jan. 29 - Mellow Mushroom (Coral Ridge Mall), 1451 Coral Ridge Ave.•	 Feb. 5 - Radisson, 1220 1st Ave. 

Iowa City Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m.
•	 Jan. 16 - Big Grove Brewery & Taproom, 1225 S Gilbert St.•	 Feb. 6 - Buffalo Wild Wings (Old Capitol Mall), 201 S Clinton St #120

North Liberty Roundtable: 12 - 1 p.m.
•	 Jan. 18 - SugaPeach Chicken & Fish Fry, 650 Pacha Pkwy

Legislative goals for 2018

Ryan Sempf

BY RYAN SEMPF
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC POLICY

ryan@iowacityarea.com

January 2018

In the spotlight
See who's in the holiday spirit in a seasonal edition of the CBJ's photo page.
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CBJ NEWS QUIZ
Test your comprehension with the CBJ News Quiz, compiled from stories appearing over the last month. How well have you been following the news?
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The Year AheadIN BUSINESS
Polishing off the crystal ball to gaze into 2018, Corri-dor business leaders surveyed by the CBJ are wishing the tax picture was a little less hazy. Corridor companies, business owners and non-profits are all racing to understand just how the big-gest tax overhaul in 30 years will affect them, with some industries expected to fare better than others. According to a recent analysis from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business, com-panies in the utilities, transportation and real estate sectors stand to see the biggest benefit in terms of their effective tax. Manufacturing and food service businesses could see less of a change, while non-profits are fearing negative effects, due to changes to itemized deductions.
Of course, taxes aren’t the only question mark for local companies heading into 2018. New technolo-gies like bitcoin, automated sensors and chatbots are rapidly changing how business is done, health care costs continue to rise and the struggle to find and keep qualified workers continues with no end in sight.Mergers and acquisitions remain hot and the bull market keeps running – set to become the longest on record in March, if it can sustain itself. Will the tax cuts buy a few more years of growth or is there a bubble just waiting to pop?Recognizing that no one has all the answers, we thought the best approach would be to ask Corridor business leaders and experts for their opinions on what to watch for in 2018. Some are optimistic and others less so, but one thing is for certain: It’s going to be an interesting, fast-paced year, so get strapped in. >>>

Kirkwood
President
Lori Sundberg 
named to lead the state's second-
largest community college.
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CBJ 5Q
Jamie Toledo, 
business services strategist with 
the Economic 
Alliance, talks 
recruitment and 
retention.
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NONPROFIT CBJ SUBSCRIPTION

ONLY 
$29.95/YEAR

Contact Lauren Fletcher
CBJ Media Consultant
lauren@corridorbusiness.com
319.665.6397 x 305

Contact Kelly Meyer
CBJ Media Consultant
kelly@corridorbusiness.com
319.665.6397  x 303

Founded in 2004 by John and Aspen Lohman
The Corridor Business Journal (CBJ) delivers the most desirable business 
audience in the Corridor. 
In every issue of the CBJ you reach a very sophisticated audience with major 
purchasing and decision making power in every sector of the Corridor. 

“Many a small 
thing has been 
made large by 
the right kind of 
advertising.”
- Mark Twain


