
Dear Fellow Columbus Jewish Parent! 

My name is Joanie Calem, and I am a 20-year resident of Columbus. As a member of the 
Columbus Jewish Community, I have played a number of different roles: I have performed and 
taught Hebrew and Israeli music at various congregations and for various community events, and 
taught at the Columbus Jewish Day School from 2006-2016.  I currently direct the religious 
school and community choir for the Little Minyan Reconstructionist Kehillah.  I also participate 
in P2G, the Partnership program with Columbus's Jewish sister city, Kfar Saba.  But I am writing 
to you in my less-public role, as the parent of a now 23-year-old with autism. 

Over the years that I have lived and worked in the Columbus Jewish community, I have seen the 
services provided for families with children of special needs change, sometimes growing, 
sometimes shrinking.  As a parent whose child went through the Jewish community framework, 
we had a full-range of experiences surrounding this journey.   

As the Columbus Federation and Foundation go through a structural change, I am interested in 
gathering with other parents of children with special needs brainstorm about what services could 
benefit families of children with special needs in the Columbus Jewish community.  I would like 
to share this information with the new Federation/Foundation. It would be great to have a few 
representatives from each congregation in Columbus around the table.  If you are interested in 
meeting with me and other interested parents for an exploratory meeting on Tuesday Nov. 27 at 
7:30, please contact me at:  joaniecalem@gmail.com.   We will meet in the Federation building, 
but I will update you as to exact location. 

Down the road, my dream is also to find ways for our special needs families to participate in 
P2G projects, but that’s for another meeting! 

Many Thanks, and I look forward to speaking with you soon. 

Joanie Calem
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