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What’s New in Grade 5? 
 

Thursday, January 24, 2019/ 18 Shevat 5779 
  
This week, we  

• Celebrated Tu B’shvat and Martin Luther King Day together with seniors at Creekside, with text study, followed by a 
Tu B’shvat seder.  Ask your children:  If MLK Day marked a “New Year”, what kind of New Year would it be?  What is 
the story of Theodor Herzl and the cypress tree?  How does it teach us that even “small seeds” make a difference? 

• Continued our reading of Heart of a Samurai and worked on making connections with the text through specific 
quotations. 

• Created original scenarios for “court cases”, applying the mishnah we have studied about property damage; next 
week, a “plaintiff” and a “defendant” will present each case to a “judge”, who will determine what kind of “guardian” is 
involved, and deliver the verdict, according to Mishnah Bava Metzia.  Ask your child to share one with you! 

• Took a math assessment on adding and subtracting fractions. 
• Travelled with Sar and Tar, the loveable aliens from the TaLAM Hebrew curriculum, to investigate the problem of 

global warming, in the book, Planet Earth is in Danger! (Kadur ha’Aretz b’Sakkanah). 
• Did a science experiment to show that similarly sized objects can look smaller or larger depending on how close or 

far away they are.  We then took this information and applied it to our study of the stars, some of which appear large, 
but are really just closer to us than others. 

• Contemplated the emphasis Jewish tradition places on protecting others from humiliation, as we wondered about 
Lavan’s capacity to deceive the clever Ya’akov.  What steps did Rachel take to avoid Leah’s humiliation, according to 
Rashi?  What was Rashi’s question on the text? 

• Practiced playing the musical instruments we chose to explore.  (See pictures below.)  
• Had a PJ party where we got to continue watching the movie Sing.  The students have been working hard and it felt 

right to celebrate them! 

Of Special Note: 
• Sunday, January 27: Tu B'Shevat PJ Library Birthday of the Trees with CJDS & CTA at the Franklin Park 

Conservatory 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Friday, February 1: Professional Development Day NO STUDENTS 
• Friday, February 15: President’s Weekend NO SCHOOL 
• Monday, February 18: President’s Day NO SCHOOL 
• Wednesday, February 27: Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
• Thursday, February 28: Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
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       Learning to play the A minor chord           Practicing the notes for Mary Had a Little Lamb  
             “Does that sound right?”                           (“That ‘G” is hard to play!”)    

  

מָה חָָדש ּבְכִתָה ה'?



   !                                      !    
  Ethan and Alin tickle the keyboards                                       Leeon and Caleb go for the strawberries! 

               !                           !  
      5th Graders and seniors demonstrate we are truly “Better Together!” 

Shabbat Shalom!   
 Ms. V and Yehudit


