
  
 

What’s New in Grade 2? 
  מה חדש בכיתה ב?

Thursday, November 8, 2018 
  

This week, we: 
● Learned the Hebrew words for each of the items we carry in our pencil cases and backpacks, and 

the verbs connected to what they do. 
● Studied Parashat Hashavua, Parashat Toldot, and learned about the birth of Yitzhak and Rivka’s 

twins, Yaakov and Esav.  We talked about what these brothers had in common (very little) and what 
was different about them (pretty much everything). The students then discussed how their 
relationship, which ended very badly at the end of our story, might have been better had they talked 
to one another more.  We then did an incredible art project to bring together the ideas that when you 
bring together things that seem broken, you can piece them together to create something whole and 
beautiful. (see the picture below) 

● Talked about how we wake up in the morning, and why it is amazing that our bodies know how to 
wake us up in the morning, even without an alarm clock!  

● Learned about the Ethiopian Jewish holiday called Sigd that took place this past Tuesday, the 29th 
of Heshvan, exactly 50 days after Yom Kippur, and in celebration made origami umbrellas with Lin. 

● Discovered the meanings of different prefixes and suffixes and learned how to identify root words 
when prefixes and suffixes are added onto them. 

● Compared numbers using greater than, less than, and equal to signs.  
● Finished our read-aloud book, Frindle. The second graders really enjoyed reading this book 

together! 
● Participated in a school-wide vote on election day about where students can play during recess. 

Students voted to switch each week between playing on the field and the playground until Winter 
Break.  

 
  

Of Special Note: 
● Wednesday, November 14: Picture Retake Day Students Wear CJDS Polo 
● Tuesday, November 20: CJDS Community Day 1:30 p.m.-3:20 p.m. 
● Wednesday, November 21-23: Thanksgiving Break NO SCHOOL 
● Friday, November 30 All School Kabbalat Shabbat (5th Grade Leading) 1:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. 
● Please remember to bring in any food items (canned protein, canned veggies and fruits, peanut 

butter) and non-food items (soap, shampoo, toothpaste, diapers) to be donated to our local 
community food bank as soon and as often as you’re able! 

 

 



Questions for your kids: 
● What did Yaakov do that made his brother Esav so angry? Why was that so bad? 
● What did the word “frindle” mean in the book Frindle? 
● How did it feel participating in the school-wide vote about recess? What did you 

vote for? 
 
 

 
Our incredible art project that demonstrated how broken pieces that are connected to each 
other can create something whole.  This is connected to our need in the world to come together, 
bringing different ideas and feelings that may seem broken or disconnected, together as one.  


