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Christmas Day 
The Word of God 

Welcome 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn 
Once in royal David's city  
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

We, like Mary, rest confounded  
that a stable should display 
heaven's Word, the world's creator,  
cradled there on Christmas Day, 
yet this child, our Lord and brother, 
brought us love for one another. 

Presider The Word become flesh and dwelt among us.  
People   We behold his glory, Alleluia. 

The Collect of the Day 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

All  Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
  him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been 
  born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
  by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the 
  same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 



 

3 

The First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm Psalm 97 
 Read responsively by full verse. 

The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
    let the multitude of the isles be glad.  

Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
    righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. 

A fire goes before him * 
    and burns up his enemies on every side. 

His lightnings light up the world; * 
    the earth sees it and is afraid. 

The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, * 
    at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
    and all the peoples see his glory. 

Confounded be all who worship carved images 
and delight in false gods! * 
    Bow down before him, all you gods. 

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
    because of your judgments, O LORD. 

The Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint 
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made pu-
rification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Acclamation  Celtic Alleluia 
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The Gospel John 1:1-14 
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who re-
ceived him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fa-
ther's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Reflections The Rev. Daphne Cody 
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The Statement of Faith  from Daily Prayer for All Seasons, page 44 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus,  
the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God’s presence,  
to live with respect in creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  
our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  

We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
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The Prayers of the People adapted from Intercessions for the Christian People, p. 77 

Intercessor For the church of Christ, that it may faithfully proclaim the good news of salvation 
 and may care for the needs of God’s people in all corners of the world, we pray to 
 you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor For peace in our troubled world, that the darkness of war and injustice may be  
 replaced by the light of peace and love, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor For all those in need of our prayers: those who are fearful or isolated during the 
 pandemic, those who are homeless, those who are unemployed, those who are 
 hospitalized, those who are imprisoned in body or soul, and those for whom this 
 season is not of joy but of trial and sadness, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor For all those who are sick in all different ways, that their illnesses may be turned 
 into health and their sorrow into rejoicing, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor For those who labor over the holidays on behalf of others: doctors and nurses, 
  police officers and firefighters, soldiers and sailors, gas station attendants,  
  transportation and delivery workers, and all those whose work prevents them from 
  being with those they love, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor In thanksgiving we remember the lives of those who have gone before us in faith. 
  That we, like them, may remain faithful to the end and live forever in the light of 
  your eternal glory, we pray to you, O Lord.  

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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The Offertory Love Came Down at Christmas 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 1 

It is truly right, and good and joyful,  
to give you thanks, all-holy God,  
source of life and fountain of mercy. 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts,  
to give the knowledge of your glory  
in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels  
and with the faithful of every generation,  
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:  
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Blessed are you, gracious God,  
creator of the universe and giver of life.  
You formed us in your own image  
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

You gave the world into our care  
that we might be your faithful stewards  
and show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image  
in one another and in ourselves;  
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;  
and so we violated your creation,  
abused one another,  
and rejected your love.  
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Yet you never ceased to care for us,  
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah  
you called us into covenant with you.  
You delivered us from slavery,  
sustained us in the wilderness,  
and raised up prophets  
to renew your promise of salvation.  
Then, in the fullness of time,  
you sent your eternal Word,  
made mortal flesh in Jesus.  
Born into the human family,  
and dwelling among us,  
he revealed your glory.  
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,  
he triumphed over evil,  
opening the way of freedom and life.  

Bring us into the everlasting heritage  
of your daughters and sons,  
that with St. James the Less and all your saints,  
past, present, and yet to come,  
we may praise your Name for ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

12 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Let us say together:  

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of 
your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, 
in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

Closing Prayer  
O God, 
We feel your presence through our compassionate community and vibrant worship. 
Compel us by our baptism to follow Jesus. 
Form our church to be a source of hope, love, and acceptance. 
Unite us as we seek to be a church 
Responsive, connected, dedicated 
To serve our neighbors and larger communities. Amen. 

The Blessing 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Participants are invited to stay online for a few minutes to wish one another glad tidings of the season. 


