Public Markets Panel: Navigating Opportunity in Liquid Seas
In an environment defined by uncertainty and shifting policy, public markets demand a balance of caution, adaptability, and discipline. The Blue Ocean Public Markets Panel featured Caroline Lovelace, Founder and Managing Partner at Preserver Partners, and Christopher Paolino, Chief Investment Officer at Titan Advisors, with Ankur Jain, Managing Director at Tabor Asset Management, moderating.
The discussion began with the three major forces shaping today’s markets: tariffs, inflation, and interest rates. Fiscal and monetary stimulus have fueled inflation, influencing portfolio construction. The discussion focused on how macro trends flow through the economy to create openings across markets. Commodities were noted as a potential hedge and source of diversification, along with other areas benefiting from market dislocation.
Valuation and sentiment were identified as important indicators when assessing long-term portfolio returns. Changing market dynamics can create opportunities for event-driven and special situation strategies that capture value in different ways. Niche strategies, while often underappreciated, continue to offer meaningful opportunities. Maintaining exposure to emerging and international equities was encouraged as part of a forward-looking allocation, while areas of high dispersion such as healthcare, technology, and financial services continue to reward specialized managers able to identify both long and short opportunities.
Innovation continues to reshape public markets. The adoption of artificial intelligence was compared to the early internet era, when adding “.com” alone could boost valuations. Some companies now reference AI to enhance their positioning, but investors are focused on understanding its real impact and long-term potential. AI is also driving a significant capital expenditure cycle, especially through rising energy demand, and has introduced new diligence considerations around data security and confidentiality.
The discussion closed with a focus on collaboration and inclusion. Open communication, thorough diligence, and long-term relationships were described as central to consistent performance. Broadening sourcing naturally brings more diversity of thought and experience into portfolios, strengthening outcomes across strategies.
The takeaway was clear in public markets: whether in equities, credit, or commodities, investors need a strong anchor, a reliable compass, and the occasional safe harbor when tides turn.

