
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]UUCH COVID-19 Policy (Revised by Board of Trustees 3/3/2022)
Out of love and respect for every member of the congregation and in an ongoing effort to promote public safety during the COVID-19 outbreak, the leadership of UUCH has developed the following policy. This policy covers any event or gathering sponsored by a committee or an established part of church ministry (i.e., Hospitality, Social Justice, Soul Circles, Music, RE, etc.), whether at the church or off-site. It also covers any event or gathering on church property, even if not sponsored by one of the aforementioned groups. This policy will remain in effect until amended by the UUCH Board of Trustees. 
Building Use
· All church events must abide by the Current COVID-19 Policy Chart (see attached).
· If you have symptoms of COVID-19, please do not come to the church building for any reason. 
· Social distancing is recommended, even while masked. 
· We have placed hand sanitizer available throughout the building for your use.
 
All Church-Sponsored Events
· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Food sharing must abide by the Current COVID-19 Status Tier Chart (see attached).
· Give thought to accessibility inclusiveness (lawns are often not accessible to wheelchair and walker users).
· When inviting participants, be clear about the inclusion or exclusion of small children and others who might find it hard to observe physical distancing.
Vaccinations
· All staff (employees and contractors) must be vaccinated and provide proof of vaccination.
· All volunteers working with children must be vaccinated.
· Vaccinations and booster vaccinations are strongly encouraged for everyone in the congregation who’s eligible.
· Requests for exemptions may be made to the Minister for disability, religious, or medical accommodation (See UUCH Policy and Procedure Manual for details).
· Anyone required to be vaccinated must maintain their vaccinations per CDC recommendations.
Our top priority in these times is to keep everyone in our community safe and healthy. Please honor our church covenant by abiding by this church policy, and encourage others to do the same. The church staff is empowered to ask anyone to leave our property if they are unable or unwilling to abide by these safety policies. 

Contact Information
· Office Administrator, 256-534-0508, uuch@uuch.org
· Jaimie Dingus, Minister, 256-534-0508, minister@uuch.org
· Nick Wilbourn, Board President, 256-698-0786, ndwilbourn@gmail.com 



UUCH Current COVID Status Tier Chart as of March 3, 2022
	Risk Level*
	High Risk
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk

	Worship
	Hybrid Worship

Masks required for congregants throughout the church building 

Worship leaders mask when appropriate
	Hybrid Worship

Masks required in the Foyer and Sanctuary

Masks optional in other parts of the building including Fellowship Hall
	Hybrid Worship

Masks optional in all areas

	Music
	In-person choir rehearsals unmasked with consensus of group

	In-person choir rehearsals unmasked with consensus of group
	In-person choir rehearsals unmasked with consensus of group

	Children & Youth Religious Education (CYRE)
	Masks required, distanced

Adjustments may be made to this as vaccine becomes available by age 
	Masks optional, except masks are required for staff and volunteers working with children under 5

	Masks optional, except masks are required for staff and volunteers working with children under 5


	Church Events
(Small Groups, Committee Meetings, Large Events, Events with Children)

	Large indoor groups – masks required

Up to 15 people, unmasked with group consensus

Food Sharing:
Allowed: individually wrapped items - pre-wrapped plates, canned beverages, etc.
Closed urns of coffee, tea, or other beverages may be used to dispense beverages. 

	Masks optional


Food Sharing:
Indoor coffee hour and snack items are allowed

	Masks optional


Food Sharing:
Potlucks, communal dishes and other food events are allowed

	Vaccines
	All staff (employees and contractors) must be vaccinated and provide proof of vaccination.
All volunteers working with children must be vaccinated.
Vaccinations and booster vaccinations are strongly encouraged for everyone in the congregation who’s eligible.


* Madison County risk levels are monitored at Covid Act Now:
  https://covidactnow.org/us/alabama-al/county/madison_county/?s=1788707

