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          January 7, 2022 

 

Hello everyone, 

Let me begin with a shout-out to a new Member of NewBridge, Betsy Weissel, who is 

spearheading a new service for residents. She explains it better than I can: 

NBOC Good Samaritan is establishing a list of medical items that are available for loan from one 

neighbor to another.  Do you have a walker, commode seat, shower seat, cane, wheel chair, walker, 

etc. that you are not using and may be in your storage unit or garage?  Are you willing to loan it to a 

neighbor? Please email or call Betsy Weissel (brweissel@gmail.com   508-935-9397) with what you 

are willing to loan and she will maintain the list. 

When you need an item, contact Betsy.  She will put you in touch with those who have the item and 

are willing to loan it out.  These are short term loans and will need to be returned to the owner after 

use.  If you have items available, please contact Betsy so she can add them to the list. Become a 

NBOC Good Samaritan. 

On yesterday’s Zoom call, outgoing President Mike Ross gave the annual report for the 

NMA council (see attachment). As you are aware, Mike, along with Sharon Gouveia 

and Marilyn Stone, are coming off the council. I do wish to acknowledge their 

commitment and dedication to NewBridge this past year. In the best of years, the work 

is challenging, but during a pandemic, their work was particularly valuable to our 

community. Thank you all. 

As many of you are aware, we have had five breakthrough COVID-19 cases affecting 

residents this past week. All appear to be experiencing mild symptoms or are fully on 

the mend. We are being cautious in asking each person to isolate for a minimum of 10 

days (like I have done) to ensure we limit the risk for everyone in the community. Our 

contact tracing may require you to quarantine until you have a negative test five days 

after your exposure. 
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The toner shortage continues. Starting next week, we are going digital for our weekly 

communication. Printed copies will need to be done at a local copy shop and will be 

very expensive. So, we are asking you to make do with the electronic version if you 

can. The residents’ website always publishes our weekly news. You can access the 

information by going to www.newbridgeresidents.org .  But if you really must get a 

printed copy, please let Joe know and we will make special arrangements for you. 

With the new year, I am happy to share the housekeeping holiday schedule. Our next 

holiday is a week from this Monday, Martin Luther King Day. Please refer to the 

enclosure to how you might be affected. 

Terri Union announced a review of the NewBridge Green initiatives in the form of a 

documentary to be shown in Great Meadow Hall (and Channel 918) on Monday at 2 

p.m. Some of the new members may not be aware of the many efforts and energy-

saving design features at NewBridge. Here’s your opportunity to learn more. 

Many of you have asked about how I came down with COVID-19 last week. The 

honest answer is I don’t know. Even though I did not go into any buildings, shops, or 

restaurants during the week before New Year’s, the bug still seemed to find me. The 

family’s latest theory is that one of them was asymptomatic and by the time they tested 

(after me) they no longer came across positive.  

This is why I said yesterday that during this surge we should treat each other as though 

we might have COVID-19 just so we remember to keep our distances and wear our 

masks properly. Most importantly, if you don’t feel well, please stay home. 

Let’s all have a wonderfully Happy and Healthy New Year! 

 

Steve Colwell 

Executive Director 
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