
5 ways the Waconia Chamber can support local businesses

People have asked, “Now that Nickle Dickle Day is over, what’s the Chamber working
on next?” I’ve learned that there’s never a “end one project and start the next,” but
rather a continuous cycle of multiple happenings; events are just one segment.

One of our next strategies is to continue to learn more about the needs of our local
businesses by connecting with you, and asking deeper questions. The chamber is a
voice for business and supports the Waconia community.

We’d like to hear about your company’s:

● Workforce - One of the chamber’s pillars of work is in economic development,
including addressing the workforce labor shortage.

○ What are your hiring needs?
○ How are you retaining the employees that you have and attracting new

talent?
● Supply chain issues
● Childcare needs
● Employee housing needs
● Other concerns

How do we obtain information and how can the chamber assist your company?

1. Grow Minnesota! - A member retention and assistance program in
partnership with the Minnesota Chamber. Waconia has been a member since
its formation over 18 years ago. The program is designed to track business
issues and conditions and collects data on what it takes for businesses to grow
and stay in Minnesota. Email me to learn more and schedule a Grow
Minnesota! visit.

2. Minnesota Chamber of Commerce - Through our membership, we will
continue to provide resources and tools for business...updates coming soon.

3. Partnering with the Carver County Community Development Agency (CDA) to
provide information on business programs and county resources.

4. Business Education Network (B.E.N.)-  Continue to work with schools to
provide exposure and internship opportunities for the jobs in high demand.

5. Career Exploration Fair - at WHS on Fri, Apr. 8, 2022: Showcasing career
options to Waconia High School students; AND the Business & Family Expo -
at WHS on Sat, Apr. 9, 2022: Showcasing businesses to the community at large.

mailto:cfenner@destinationwaconia.org
https://www.mnchamber.com/blog/covid-19-business-toolkit
https://www.carvercda.org/community-economic-development/open-to-business/


Waconia’s population continues to rise and the last census marked our population at
over 13,000 residents. As we continue to grow, we’ll continue to promote and support
this community through its changing needs. At our last  luncheon we asked the
question, “Are we a welcoming community for all?” and we’ll continue the dialogue
around diversity and inclusivity. During our next luncheon in October we’ll celebrate
National Manufacturing month with panel interviews of local manufacturing
company representatives about the products made in Waconia and the challenges
the companies face.

Continuing to work for you,

Christin�


