
History of the Tree Lighting  

The lights displayed in City Square Park are a must see! Thank you to all that were able to come 

out for the Annual Tree Lighting, and a special thanks to the volunteers and City of Waconia staff 

that helped to put it together. A couple days prior to this year’s event, I started to reach out to 

several people involved throughout the years to get the history of this beautiful, Hallmark-like 

event.  

Timeline 

1960’s and 1970’s – Businesses came together to purchase wreaths for downtown. 

1990 - Waconia Lions donated $20,000 and countless hours of time to build the gazebo in the 

park. Will Yetzer and Ron Machtemes headed up the project.   

1991 – The year of the 1991 Halloween blizzard. There was still lots of snow and luminaries were 

created with white paper bags, sand, and lit candles that surrounded the park. 

1992 – There were multiple fire pit stations, each with an activity or skit performance (i.e., The 

Christmas Carol reenactment).  

1993 – Laketown Electric added electricity in the park. Paul Melchert was president of the 

Waconia Chamber of Commerce. Paul and his wife, Joyce, put up lights on 22 sapling ash trees 

and a couple of pine trees. 

1992-2002 It was moved to a Saturday event on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. During this 

timeframe both names of Holiday in the Park and Holiday Jubilee were used. Holiday in the Park 

appears to have been focused on the tree lighting in the park. Holiday Jubilee first showed up in 

1993 and was the only event name referenced after 1994. Jubilee seems to have been more of a 

Waconia Christmas shopping promotion with only a few articles mentioning a tree lighting.  

1993-2005, Paul and Joyce continued the tradition by hanging lights in the trees of City Square 

Park (13 years), along with assistance from the Chamber and Fire Department. 

2003 – Holiday Jubilee changed to Homespun Holiday. 

2004 - The Gazebo in the park was dedicated to Paul Melchert.  

2006 - The City of Waconia took over hanging lights in the trees and has continued since.  

2014 – The Old-Fashioned Tree Lighting was brought back, championed by Summer Jensen of 

The Stash with support and promotion of the Waconia Chamber.   

2014-2019 - The tradition continues.  

2020 – Waconia Lions donated an additional $8,000 to lights in the park. The City of Waconia 

also budgeted to keep adding more lights in the park. Due to gathering restrictions, Santa and his 



Waconia Fire Department helpers drove all around town in a lit-up firetruck to wave at all the 

families outside of their homes, and made only a brief stop at the park to turn on all the lights.  

2021 – Outdoor gathering restrictions were lifted and Tree Lighting in the park resumed.  

2022 – The annual tree lighting continues with warm fires, hot cocoa, a Christmas carol sing-

along led by choirs, holiday characters, a toy drive, festive llama-reindeer, and Santa arriving on a 

lit-up fire truck to lead us in the countdown to light up the park.  

As Waconia business man, historian, and Chamber founder Paul Melchert writes, “Waconia is 
the best possible place to live.  I would never, ever want to move somewhere else.  We still have 
the special feeling for folks to call home and a vibrant business community.”  
 
If there are details to be included or corrections to be made in the timeline, please reach out and 

we’ll tell the story together. When making your list for Santa this Christmas, be sure to include 

local items and experiences. There are so many products and services made and sold in 

Waconia. Share the love of the Waconia area community during the holidays (and all year long)! 

 

Merry Christmas! 

-Christine 

 

 

Timeline sources: Paul Melchert, Jeremy Murray, Dan Neubauer, Summer Jensen, and Kellie Sites 


