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December 18, 2018 Conserving for tomorrow...today!

Season’s Greetings,

Thank you for your past support of Central Pennsylvania Conservancy. I am writing today to tell

you about our recent projects and how CPC is poised to escalate the pace of land and water
resource protection in our local region. After these updates, I hope you will consider an end of year
contribution to support the growth of your land trust’s conservation mission. You helped get us to
this point, and we cannot keep growing without your continued commitment.

This year, CPC acquired a new nature preserve in South Middleton Township, just south of Carlisle in
Cumberland County and accessible via the Letort Nature Trail and a rustic parking area. A public
dedication was held on September 15, 2018 to celebrate the new preserve and commit the property
to the public trust as deed-restricted for conservation purposes. Named the Letort Spring Garden
Preserve, the property is an historic watercress farm covering 35 acres, and located at the east
branch headwaters of the Letort Spring Run, abundant in aquatic life, bird life, trails, and wetland
habitat. If you are a fly angler or know a fly angler, you should be familiar with this treasured
limestone spring run, spawning grounds for wild brown trout, and home waters to many fly fishing
legends. The site is also the former homestead of the first European settler to Carlisle, James LeTort,
in the 1720’s (called Great Beaver Pond).

To purchase the property, CPC raised $420,000 in grant funds from the PA Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources’ Keystone Fund, Cumberland County’s Land Partnerships
Program, South Middleton Township and private support from organizations, corporations, and
individuals like you. Beyond acquisition, we aim to raise sufficient funds to care for the
property through maintenance and stewardship activities, restoration of the exceptional value
wetlands/springs/and upland buffers, education, and improvement of historic structures.
Consider becoming a Letort Leader (see enclosed info.) to help kick-start a broad fundraising
campaign for the new preserve.

CPC acquired a second property this year via a bargain sale, known now as the Windemaker
Preserve, 80 acres on the Kittatinny Ridge along the Tuscarora Trail in North Middleton Township
on the border with Perry County. The purchase was made possible by grant funds from the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Keystone Fund, the National Wild Turkey
Federation, and a donation of value by the landowner. It is sandwiched between State Game Lands
#230 and provides important connectivity for sportsmen to hunt on both sides of the ridge. Raising
stewardship monies is a big priority to further open public access, develop and post signage,
implement habitat improvements in partnership with PA Game Commission, and promote
the use of this property among sportsmen, hikers, bird lovers, and for educational purposes.

We are in progress with a third land acquisition, the Spangler Addition to Boyd Big Tree
Conservation Area in Lower Paxton Township, Dauphin County. This project will connect Boyd Big
Tree with a local township park (Hocker Park), protecting a gap in the ridge and the former
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