
In the 50th Anniversary Commemorative Book of St. Joseph High School, 

there is an excerpt that Gene Pingatore wrote as he reflected on memories of 

his 50 years as a Charger.   
 

We have dedicated our 60th year to honor and preserve Coach Ping’s legacy.  

The memories and traditions Gene built over the last 10 years have only been 

more momentous.  We hope to make him proud.  Rest in peace, dear friend.  

In His Own Words… 
 

“I remember returning from school (Loyola Marymount University (Los Angeles)) 

in March of 1959 and seeing this sign on a prairie on Cermak Road, advertising the 

“new home of Saint Joseph High School, run by the Christian Brothers.” Well,                 

I had a degree in history, and I wanted to teach and coach so I went to see some of 

the Brothers at St. Mel’s, my alma mater, to see what I needed to do about landing  

a position there. Before I knew it, I was taking classes at Loyola and DePaul to get 

my teaching credentials in order and, in May of 1960, I signed a contract at the 

Brothers’ House.  I began by teaching history and coaching freshman basketball in 

the fall of 1960, when the school first opened.  
 

Since IHM was not completed, the girls spent their first year in our building.  The 

boys were on one side of the 400 (middle) corridor and the girls were on the other 

side.  During the exchange time, the girls walked on one side of the corridor and the 

guys walked on the other side.  They couldn’t talk to one another or even exchange 

glances.  There were no coed classes.  For lunch, the teachers had to eat on the gym 

stage.  The faculty lunchroom wasn’t completed until the second semester.  The first 

four years were relatively uneventful, but by the time we had four classes in the 

building, some exciting things started to happen.  In 1964, we won the CPL 

(Chicago Prep League) baseball championship.  I was coaching baseball at the 

time.  During that same year we also won the CPL championship in wrestling with 

Pasquale as the coach.  I really hit a crossroads in the fall of 1969.  I was looking 

for a head varsity coaching job in basketball since there was no opening at St. Joe’s 

at the time.  There were no openings around, so I made the decision to go to law 

school.  I was taking classes at Kent and I had some major work due on Monday.  

Well, that weekend we had our first varsity football game ever, and it was in  

Waterloo, Iowa.  Everybody was going.  So much for my career in law.  I blew off 

the class, went to Waterloo and let me tell you!  It was during a very tense time in 

our country.  I remember after the game looking out over the city of Waterloo from 

the top floor in our motel.  There were fires burning all over the city.  Riots going 

on.  Amazing.  A few months later, the varsity basketball coach resigned and left the 

team to me and the rest is history.   
 

There are so many memories from that first decade, all the great people we hired – 

Hornacek, Callahan, Pasquale, Niezgoda, Stras, Annetti, and all the Brothers – 

Leo, Peter, Ed – both DuPre and Staszak, Kevin Griffin, George Wagner.  And the 

things we had back then – industrial arts, auto shop, our swimming team practiced 

at Flick Reedy (manufacturing plant) in Bensenville.  The best was the homeroom 

competitions we had.  At homecoming, each homeroom built a float, which we drove 

over to Proviso West, where we played our home games.  We had homeroom              

competitions for Christmas, and some of those decorations appeared out of                

nowhere.   Our poor neighbors! We had bonfires.  Maybe most of all I remember 

the closeness of the faculty back then.  We had great times together.  And, of course, 

I’ll remember going downstate the first time with Isiah, and then later the                   

championship season.  All great memories.” 

 

St. Joseph High School opens it’s 2019-2020 school year with pride  

as we celebrate our 60 years of educating young men and women.  



 

  

CAREER AWARDS & HONORS 
 

Member of the first St. Joseph HS Faculty (1960) 
 

Appointed Varsity Head Coach SJHS (1969-70) 
 

Illinois Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame (1987) 
 

St. Joseph High School Sports Hall of Fame (1991) 
 

Catholic League Hall of Fame (1993) 
 

First State Championship (1999) 
 

Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame (2005) 
 

East Suburban Catholic Conference Hall of Fame 

(2005) 
 

Second State Championship (2015) 
 

Sports Faith International Hall of Fame (2017) 
 

Village of Westchester Person of the Year (2017) 
 

Morgan Wooten Award for Lifetime  

Achievement in Coaching High School Basketball  

by Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame  

(2018) 
 

National High School Athletic Coaches  

Association Hall of Fame (2018) 
 

National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame (2018) 
 

50 Years Coaching the St. Joseph Chargers:  

1035 – 383 (W-L) 
 

59 Years a St. Joseph High School Charger 

  

 

 

    

In Loving Memory of 
 

GENE PINGATORE 

“Coach Ping” 
 

October 25, 1936—June 26 2019 

After the cheers have died down 

and the stadium is now empty, the  

headlines are all written and after 

you are in the quiet of your room 

with the championship rings placed 

neatly on the dresser, embrace the 

dedication, the effort, and failures 

along the journey to the top.               

Remember the climb together as a 

team, as a family, as my friends.  

Help others along the way...as I 

may have helped you. I will see you 

all again someday...at the top.   
 

Love, Coach Ping 

 

 

 

“Coach was a maker of men...  

He saved my life. I don’t know 

if he saved yours, but I do  

know he changed it.”  

 

 - Isiah Thomas  

     Class of 1979 

1999 State Championship Team 

2015 State Championship Team 

 

As good a man as he was a coach. 


