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2018-19 PEACE POSTER RECOGNITION
For over three decades, Lions clubs around the globe have been sponsoring a very special art contest in
schools and youth groups. Creating peace posters gives children everywhere the chance to express their
visions of peace and inspire the world through art and creativity. — Lions International
2018 –19 Peace Poster contest is over and winners have been announced at the club, district and state
level. We will be creating a special section recognizing Peace Poster winners and sponsoring clubs in the
February issue of the Palmetto Lion.
If you haven’t already, send your Peace Poster pictures and information to either Matt Jones for District CC (mjones@sc.rr.com ) or Rita Spiess for District S (mjones@sc.rr.com )
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MD 32 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 18-20, 2019

Lions Learning Retreat - Manchester, Tennessee

January 31, 2019

Last day to submit your nominations for SC Lion of the Year
and SC Lions Hall of Fame
Link to document

February 8th to 10th, 2019

District 32 C Convention
Ocean Drive Beach and Golf Resort
98 North Ocean Blvd.
North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582
Link to Registration

February 22-23, 2019

District S Convention
Embassy Suites by Hilton Columbia-Greystone
200 Stoneridge Drive
Columbia, SC
Link to Registration
Link to Ad Pricing

April 12 & 13, 2019

95th SC LIONS MD 32 STATE CONVENTION
Greenville Hilton Hotel
45 W Orchard Park Dr, Greenville, SC 29615
SC Lions MD 32 State Convention Agenda
Convention Hotel Information
Convention Registration Form (Print, complete & return with
check payment)
Convention Registration ONLINE (use if paying with a credit
card) https://form.jotform.com/83614344830152
Program Guide Advertising Prices

May 17, 2019

Lions Vision Services
50th Anniversary Gala
Columbia Museum of Art
Columbia, SC
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SAVE THE DATE
FUNDRAISING EVENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE

Winnsboro Lions Club

Tuesday, February 5

Winnsboro Lions Club Rann Foster Pancake Supper

5:30 pm—7:30 pm

Link to Flyer

Deadline for submissions to the February Palmetto Lion is
January 31.
We want to hear from everyone!! Make sure to send in your pictures and short
articles to your District Palmetto Lion Rep.

District Rep.

Email

32 S
Rita Spiess

rita.spiess@att.net

32 C
Matt Jones

mjones@sc.rr.com
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NEWS FROM LCI—PCC Joe Pitts
Looking forward
Good Afternoon Fellow Club Service Chairs, hope all went well with all of your Christmas celebrations. The
purpose of this email is to encourage clubs to implement service projects that are aligned with global LCI initiatives (KidSight USA Initiative, Club Quality Initiative, and LCI Forward Initiative which includes 1) Enhance Service impact and focus; 2) Reshape Public Opinion and Improve visibility, 3) Pursue Club, District and Organizational Excellence, and 4) Improve Membership values and reach new markets.)
Many of you have already completed projects that include our Service Frameworks (Diabetes, Environment,
Hunger Relief, Childhood Cancer, and Vision). Thank you for all of your reporting and doing these service projects. We are making a difference in our communities with these initiatives and frameworks.

NEWS FROM LCIF—PCC Diane Pitts
Training for LCIF Club Coordinators
Special training for LCIF Club Coordinators will be offered at both district conventions in February 2019. Save
the date. If your club does not have a designated LCIF Club Coordinator, please designate a Lion and have your
secretary enter the name as a club officer on MyLCI. The training will cover the Lions Clubs International as
well as Campaign 100.
To arrange for a program at your club, contact Lion Pat Abercrombie (District S) or IPDG Cathy Morse (District
C).
Included in this issue of The Palmetto Lion is a Campaign 100 Pledge Card. Almost half of the Lions Clubs in
South Carolina do not presently contribute to the international foundation, although South Carolina has received over $1.5 million in grants since its creation. Make a pledge for the club to be part of this powerful organization. As part of Campaign 100 consider making a personal pledge. LCIF has a capital campaign about
every 20 years. The last one was SightFirst 2. Could you pledge $100/year for three years? The Foundation
accepts donations by check, online, and by monthly draft. All donations qualify to count toward a Melvin
Jones Fellowship or Progressive Melvin Jones Fellowship.
Campaign 100 Pledge Form

MATERIALS FOR CAMPAIGN 100

Campaign 100 Brochure

Campaign 100 Pocket

Campaign 100 Handout
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South Carolina Lions Support
4 Foundations
(NO dues support these fantastic foundations—only club

Centennial Service Challenge
To celebrate 100 years of serving humanity, we challenged Lions from around the world to serve 100 million people during
our celebration. In true Lion fashion, that number was more than doubled —with more than 246 million people served.
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Dear Lions,
I hope that everyone had a blessed holiday season and enjoyed time with family and friends as we said
goodbye to 2018. Lions Vision Services was excited to end the year with a very generous $10,000 do-

nation from the Midland Valley Lions club. Lions and Lions clubs across the state continue to show
their support from year to year to meet every need for the vision and hearing impaired in South Carolina.
Because of YOUR support in 2018, LVS provided 90 eye surgeries, 40 hearing aids and over 19,000 vision and hearing screenings! While the numbers are impressive, it is the stories of our clients that inspire my passion to press on from year to year,
confident that we will always find the resources to

serve those in need. I hope that everyone is taking
the time to read our bi-monthly E-newsletter to
hear more about the people impacted through our
service because of you.
As we begin 2019, many look at the New Year as a
new book to be written, each day a chance to create our life story. Although, we do have a part in
Check Presentation by James Cosnahan from the
Midland Valley Lions Club.

it, I’m sure we have all experienced things that
were not in our control, that we wish we could edit
or erase. I believe that is the story of many of our

clients. Most are experiencing a chapter that they wish could be rewritten. Unfortunately, our past
chapters are already published and we are faced with the sometimes grueling task of making it through
the next. This year I ask you to become part of someone’s story, be the turning point in their book that
brings unexpected hope and promise for a better, brighter day.
That’s what your support to LVS does. YOU can help provide a happier ending to someone’s story. We

have 365 pages in 2019, together, let’s write something wonderful!

Together in Service,
Winn Fitzgerald, President/CEO
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Lions Vision Serves a SC Charity Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/lionsvisionservices/

LIONS VISION SERVICES web site
http://sclions.org/wp2/
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Farewell and Best Wishes to Ann Akerman!
The Lions of South Carolina bid farewell to Ann Akerman as 2018 draws to a close. A few months ago
Ann married her best friend and honeymooned in Italy. She has fulfilled her commitment to the
South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind. She will open the new year by moving to Atlanta to establish a home with her new husband. Let’s wish her well!
For the past couple of months, Ann has been training her replacement to lead the South Carolina
School for the Deaf and Blind Foundation (formerly named the Walker Foundation). Let me introduce
you to Samuel Hook.

Samuel S. Hook
Executive Director of SCSDB Foundation
Office:864-577-7582
Cell: 760-333-2743
Mr. Hook has recently become a Lion. You will have the opportunity to meet him at each of the Lions
conventions in 2019. He has an impressive record of success at growing Foundation and fundraising.
Let’s give a warm Lions’ welcome to Sam!
8

MD32 Council Chair, Lion Richard J.“Rick” Pressly
LIONS YEAR 2018-2019
HALF WAY!
Welcome Fellow Lions to the Second Half of our Lions year 2018-2019. Remember that Lions image on our Pin, one
Lion looking forward and one looking back? I wanted to do a little something like that for this month’s article.

First let’s look back and see where we have come from and where we are at as a Multiple District with just Two Districts.
District S (the upper half of the State) began the year with 1919 Members
and 68 Clubs. The District has gained 129 members and lost 102 and currently has 1946 members for a positive growth of 27 members. The District started with 68 clubs and currently has 68 Clubs with a loss of 2 and a gain of 2.
District C (the lower half of the State) began the year with 1580 Members
and 66 clubs. The District has gained 56 members and lost 96 and currently
has 1540 members for a negative growth of 40 members. The District started
with 66 clubs, has lost 3 clubs and has not chartered any new clubs for a loss
of 3 Lions Clubs.
In general, it would appear that over all we are doing OKAY but not much to
Crow or Roar about. (Did you get my Gamecock and Tiger references there?)
In looking ahead (knowing where we have come from), the second half of
the year does not look promising UNLESS; we do more of some things and
less of others. The questions we have to ask ourselves are:
How do we interest the Members that we have in our motto “We Serve”,
which in turn will interest more members of our community to want to join
us in the Service we provide. If your club is not providing REGULAR daily or
weekly service in your community, I do not believe there are many non
members who would be willing to join a Non-Service related Lions Club. How
many of our Members know that ALL of their volunteer hours count as
“Lions Service Hours”? Many that I have asked do not!

Lion Rick Pressly
Council Chairperson
2018-2019

My Opinion

1971 Secession St. Ext
I personally believe that with the addition of so many new members in the
Abbeville, SC 29620
recent past, coupled with the loss of many of our Senior Lions (those that
Cell: 864-634-5993
have been doing the Service Work for years), and the lack of Quality Lions
rjpressly@wctel.net
Orientation; that there is a lack of understanding regarding who we are as
members of the World’s Largest Service Organization. The vast majority of
our Members do not understand: 1) What it means to be a Lion, 2) What it means when someone asks them: “When did
you become a Lion”? not when did you join your Lions Club! Too many of our Newer Lions are just like myself in 2009
(after 15 years as a Lion) not knowing enough about Lions Clubs International to amount to a hill of beans. I believe that
our BIGGEST problem in today’s Lions Clubs is the lack of education and knowledge about who we are not only in our
local communities; but outside of our own Communities as well. Therefore, they lack the PRIDE of knowing what it really
means to BE a LION. I believe that until this aspect in each and every Lions Club changes, we will continue to decline in
Membership, in Lions Clubs, and unfortunately in Service to our Communities, due to the lack of the Spirit of Lionism that
grew in the 20th Century, Our first 100 years. I believe that the “Attitude of Apathy” that currently runs through 90 percent of our current Club members has to change to make our survival flourish in the 21 st Century.
My question for you (the 25% of our members who will read this) is: Are you willing to do your part? I am and I do on a
daily basis, where ever my Service takes me! Let’s make the SECOND HALF count!

Lion Rick Pressly
Council Chair 2018-2019
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It’s A Learning Process
Somedays it seems we learn more than usual. This has been one of those days, thanks to the “Journey to Service” webinar aired today. Also, a few area Lions talked about membership, service, and leadership. We covered the waterfront. It
was certainly a “brainstorming” occasion. Here are a few of the things that the webinar covered or that our small group
explored.


The webinar focused on “Learn Discover Act Celebrate”, and each topic was developed into steps and considerations
in the “Journey to Service.”



The “New Voices” program is producing positive results. If your club would like to have a program on “New Voices,”
contact 32S 2nd VDG Judy Scott at cnwlionsclub@gmail.com



We need and want a “New Voices” workshop.



Clubs needing to delete no longer active members must do so before January 1st to avoid being billed for those memberships.



We need and want a “Rebuilding” workshop focusing on small or weak clubs.



It would be beneficial to appoint a ‘Rebuilding Team’ for the MD.



There are many areas in our multiple district without a Lions Club or without an active (or service activity reporting)
club. This is fertile ground for a new or branch club.



Clubs we drop should be surveyed to determine what happened to them.



Service activities, even those performed by individual Lions, should be reported each month as service work - regardless of whether they are club sponsored or individual Lion actions. They all count.



Too many of our US clubs have reported no service activities this FY.



Forty of our MD 32 clubs have reported no service activities this FY.



Membership growth for this FY in MD 32 has a strong possibility of being positive for the first time in many years, IF
WE CONTINUE THE MOMENTUM SEEN DURING THE FIRST HALF OF FY 2018-2019.



There are underserved populations out there which would benefit from a Lions Club, especially specialty clubs.



A “New Club Development” workshop will be scheduled soon in the Beaufort County area.



Two new strong clubs are on the horizon and should soon receive their charters, plus other possibilities are being
studied and pursued.



We should provide multiple GAT training sessions each year.



Each club should have its own Global Action Team and use it for the purpose for which each part was created
(leadership, membership, service).



There is a pronounced need for new/additional Certified Guiding Lions.



Each club officer should be mentoring new members and training potential new club officers.



Resources available from LCI are literally unlimited and do provide a wide array of useful information, guidance, and
support. We simply must learn to access those helpful resources and use them advantageously.



Our “tool box” is like a clock. In order to disassemble the clock and then reassemble it, we must have the appropriate
tools. LCI provides the tools we need online, but we must harness these tools as we strive to serve others at the
highest level achievable.



Clubs wishing to schedule our District Orientation Chair should contact Lion Bobbie Dove at bobbie274@hughes.net

In a recent conversation with an Area 1 (h) GST Coordinator, I learned that West Coast Lions clubs are very similar to MD
32 clubs. Same opportunities. Same challenges. Same failures to report service work. Not much comfort knowing that
this “Journey to Service” provides great opportunities but limited results thus far. Surely South Carolina Lions will step up
to the challenges and continue to deliver the myriad of needed services to our state’s needy and deserving citizens.
And document those services on MyLCI !
--VCC Paul Dove
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
Reminder: January 11, 2019 is the deadline to register for this year’s International Convention in Milan at
a discount level. Below is the URL for LCICON 2019. Please visit the website and consider registering now;
also, please spread the word to your Lions clubs, districts, leaders, etc.
http://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/

SOUTH CAROLINA LIONS MD 32 STATE CONVENTION

SC Lions MD 32 State Convention Agenda

Convention Hotel Information
Convention Registration Form (Print, complete & return with check payment)
Convention Registration ONLINE (use if paying with a credit card)
https://form.jotform.com/83614344830152
Program Guide Advertising Prices
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ARTICLE XI
SC LIONS HALL OF FAME SELECTION COMMITTEE
ARTICLE XII
LION-OF-THE-YEAR SELECTION COMMITTEE
Link to Policy Manual SC Lions corrected April 18 2018revDec
Time to start thinking about your SC Lion of the Year and SC Hall of Fame nominations. All nominations
must be received by the chairperson no later than January 31, 2019. Meanwhile, follow the above link to
the Procedures and Guidelines for nomination and selection.
Submit Lion of the Year nominations to: IPCC David Dority
Submit Hall of Fame nominations to: Lions David Doirty, Morris Herron, Edwina Otto, and Bob Cherinko.

PROCESS FOR ELECTING VICE COUNCIL PERSON
As per Policy Manual of Multiple District 32, the following action has been taken. The State Advisory Board
Chairman has appointed the Vice Council Nominating Committee. This Committee is made up of one PDG
from each of the 2 Districts in SC and another PDG at-large to serve as Chairman. Thic Committee will be
listed in the Palmetto Lion and will actively search for nominees. This article serves as the official notice to
comply with policy outlined above.
We need to have at least 3 nominees to be placed on the ballot, If you desire to serve, or have a nominee
for the position of Vice Council Chair, please submit these names to the appropriate District Representative on the Nominating Committee. The Committee members are listed below.
2018-2019 Advisory Board Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee Chair:
PDG Lanny Balentine
864-444-1325
lbalen1010@aol.com
District 32-S:
PDG Richard Whitlock
864-918-7833
rewhitlock08@gmail.com
District 32-C:
PDG Jim Palmer
843-838-4611
japalmer57@comcast.net
Thanks!!!!
George Goings, PDG
Secretary, Advisory Board of Past District Governors
12

ORDER YOUR 2019 SC MD PINS NOW
Fellow MD 32 Lions:
I hope that your year as a leader in MD 32 is going well and you are looking forward to a great Holiday Season as 2018 comes to an end. As the MD 32 Pin Chairman, I wanted to let each of you know
that the 2019 SC MD pins have arrived. I am attaching a copy of the order form for the pins. If you
desire to purchase any of these pins, I need for you to let me know as soon as possible as to how
many pins you wish to purchase by completing the form and return to me.
We ordered 800 of the Regular pins and 400 of the Mini pins. Last year we ran out of pins before all
our members were able to get the pins at MD State Convention in April. There is a good possibility
that we could run out again this year, so in order to make sure I have pins at the MD State Convention I need to know how many pins will be needed. To make sure I have pins for you and your Clubs
I need to have the order forms completed and returned to me in the coming weeks. If the orders
exceed the pins I have left I will need to reorder more pins and that order needs to place in February. Please share and forward this email to your Clubs and Members so that they can plan there order. Please do not send any money, just complete and return the form to me. I will then follow up
with the Lions or Clubs as to what needs to be done to fill their order. Please give me a call if you
have any questions or need additional information. Thanks
PDG Bob Walker
Landrum Lions Club
P O Box 367
Landrum, SC 29356
864-457-3328-Work
864-590-0409-Cell
bobwalker2014@charter.net
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The 2019 Youth Exchange program planning is underway and there are going to be some changes in
the program this year. The first change is that the age of the students will be 15 and 16 years old. The
second change is that we will limit the number of students to 12 unless we get some new host families
which could mean we could handle 14 students. The program will start with our students arriving on
Saturday, July 13. The reason we are a little later than normal is so it will not conflict with the Lions
International Convention. The students arrive at the Columbia, SC (CAE) airport on that Saturday and
are met by their host families and myself. On Saturday, July 27, we start the touring portion of the
camp. We will travel throughout all portions of the state and show our students some of the wonders
of South Carolina, from the mountains to the sea and all there is to see in between. Of course, none of
this would be possible without our host families who so graciously open their homes to our students
and then all the lions of South Carolina who support us in so many different ways.
I currently have committed to take students from the following countries.
Belgium
Canada
Denmark
Israel
Moldova

Brazil
Canada
Italy
Mexico
Netherlands

Of the 10 spots I have committed to, I have three approved applicants. The other places will be filled in as I receive and approve
the students. The two places from Canada I committed to last
year. One girl is 16 and the other is 15. The boy from Mexico is
15. The Moldova student may have travel problems so I have not
listed him. Right now I have 2 open places which I will fill with the
next two Youth Exchange chairs who contact me.

The touring part of the camp has not been finalized yet, but I believe it will be very similar to what we
did last year. Here is what we did. We spent the first three nights in the Spartanburg area, the next
night in Tega Cay, followed by three nights in Myrtle Beach. The next three nights were spent in the
Charleston area and the final three nights in the Batesburg-Leesville area. Last year we enjoyed many
meals with various Lions Clubs and surely hope to do the same this year.

To give you an idea of the things we do I have listed, in chronological order, the major activities we did
last year.
White water rafting
Three nights at Myrtle Beach
Palmetto Carriage ride
Tour the Governor’s Mansion
Tour the WP Rawls Farm

A day on Lake Jocasse
Center for the birds of Prey
Gibbon monkey tour
Tour the State House
SHOP, SHOP, SHOP

A day at Carowinds
Magnolia Plantation
Visit the Storm Eye Institute
Visit the Riverbanks Zoo
EAT, EAT, EAT

The two things I really need help with are host families and students we can send overseas. If you
would like to consider being a host family or if you know of a student from South Carolina who would
like to be a part of a Youth Exchange Program and travel overseas please contact me.
Sincerely in Friendship and Lions Service,
Lion Jim Varn
507 Bruce Drive, Camden, SC 29020
jimvarn@varnhaus.net
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FROM THE DESK OF DG RANDY CROOM of SC DISTRICT 32 C
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! Thanksgiving and Christmas are history and our Lions’ year is half over. My,
time does fly. It is time to look at finishing our year in grand fashion. These are the next things we
need to look at.
February 8-10 will be our Mid-Winter Convention. It will be
held at the Ocean Drive Resort in North Myrtle Beach. Our
Speaker will be ID Pat Vannett from Mandan, North Dakota.
One of our planned high lights will be a field trip to Playcard
to explore the “Braille Trail.” I was not aware that her husband is visually impaired. I am proud of this facility and her
visit to Playcard will give me an opportunity to brag on and
show off our Lions’ work. PDG Cathy has been hard at work
trying to make the Convention the best ever. We start of
with Lions Bingo. She says she has several great prizes for the
winners. 1VDG Marla will preside over the Awards Luncheon.
If you have any Melvin Jones, Dr. Mason or other recognition
you would like to have presented, please let us know. Finally,
the ten (10) 2017/2018 Club Excellence Awards winners will
be recognized and will have special “Honored” seating at the
Banquet.
Randy Croom
Our State Convention will be held in Greenville on April 12District Governor 32-C
14. The committee has been working tirelessly on this. The
2018-2019
high light will be President Gudrun being our speaker. They
want this historical event to be a showcase. Early on I sug714 WOODLAND DRIVE
Kingstree, SC 29556
gested having a small session with our female members and
1-843-382-7325
the President. The team has taken the ball and is planning a
lionrandy@hotmail.com
Saturday morning event where we will be able to show off
our outstanding female Lions. I am encouraging all Female
Lions to come and have breakfast with the President. Also, we will be voting on the endorsement of
International Director. We are eligible to do this for the first time in about ten years. We need all club
delegates to attend and vote.

Our clubs need to be looking at the selection and election of officers for next year. Once you do this,
report it to LCI. Do this even if there is not change in your officers. VDG Marla and her cabinet will
need this information for directories and planning.
Club leaders also need to be looking at the requirements for Club Excellence. Last years winners are,
Aiken, Florence Evening, Goose Creek, Hartsville, Hilton Head Noon, Midland Valley, Moncks Corner,
North Charleston, Pawleys island and Summerville Noon. The club receive a banner patch and the
Presidents a special Centennial pin.
Last but not least, we need to bring in new members. Your club cannot receive the Club Excellence
without a plus in membership.
Once again, Happy New Year.

Randy
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District 32-C Convention
Click the above link for Registration Form

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS January 24th, 2019
February 8th to 10th, 2019
Ocean Drive Beach and Golf Resort.
98 North Ocean Blvd. North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582
Please complete the registration and enclose proper remittance.

I would hope that all clubs are considering making a donation in the form of a basket or a gift or a
Food donation for the hospitality room. If you are and need someone else to bring the item or items
please let us know and we will make those arrangements.
I also would like to say to people that the room rates listed on the registration form are totally inclusive of all taxes and fees. There will be nothing added on to that room rate.
Please consider joining us at the convention this February 8th through the 10th. There will be information, there will be fun, there will be Fellowship, and there will be Lions.
Thank you all. We are looking forward to seeing you.
Cathy Morse
cmorse577 @gmail. com
814-706-4692
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District 32-C News
Aiken Mid Day Lions Club

Lions partnered with Family Pharmacy to do
Diabetes Screenings for World Diabetes Day.
Twenty-three percent of those screened had
abnormal blood sugar levels.

Lions Carolyn Kimball (l) and Teresa Neely (r)
presented a check for $250 to Cumbee Center
Executive Director, Susan Seldon, for mattress
covers for their newly expanded dormitory.
Members also contributed $250 in Walmart
gift cards as a Christmas gift to meet the immediate needs of clients receiving services at the
Cumbee Center for domestic violence.

Lions provided cookies for the Salvation Army Kettle
Kick-off and enjoyed the fun with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Beaufort Lions Club

Lion Harry Ammon awarded a 25-year service pin.

Festivals of Trees entry
themed - 50 years of
Lions Vision Services
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Florence Evening Lions Club

Lions, South and West Florence High School Leos Clubs and other civic minded individuals made Christmas
very special for 17deserving and special needs children. Each child had breakfast provided by McDonald’s, a
gift from Santa Claus, who arrived on a fire truck and a $100 shopping spree for items of clothing.

Mullins Lions Club

Lions helped Santa out with some gifts for a group of children today at Mullins Academy of Early Learning; one of our most special events each year.
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Myrtle Beach Lions Club

Ringing - and singing - the bells for the Salvation Army
Christmas bucket.

Orangeburg Lions Club

Club President, Melvin Adams, presenting gifts to
Kathryn Jeffery of the Orangeburg Area Mental
Health Center. These gifts are distributed to their
clients.

Lions spreading holiday cheer with gifts and cookies at the
Bucksport Senior Center; the bags containing the gifts are
Lions Club logo bags

South Strand Lions Club

Lion Troy Meeker delivered blankets to
a local charity for the homeless.
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Summerville Evening Lions Club

Lions Jimmy Wilson, Helen Hiott, Pat Wilson, Clay Cranford and President Doris Sullivan enjoying Christmas Dinner where Lion Helen Hiott was awarded Lion of the Year 2018.

SAVE THE DATE---Blind Fishing Tournament April 26th and 27th, 2019 Santee SC.
Friday 26th Fish Fry for participants and Saturday 27th Breakfast then Polly's
Landing for the Fishing Tournament

Sun City Lions Club

The school nurses at HES and HRMS are beyond grateful
for the Sun City Lions Club Okatie. Not only do they
come out yearly to perform annual vision and hearing
screenings for all students, they also help families with
expenses of further eye exams and eye glasses. During
club’s annual visit with the nurses, we express the need
for clothing, hygiene products and other items to help
support students and the Lions club graciously donated
these items schools.
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Summerville Noon Lions Club

IPDG John Enright inducting two new members of the North Charleston Club, Jerome and Gloria Myers.

IPDG John Enright presenting North Charleston President, Joe Travis, with a Melvin Jones Fellowship.
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FROM THE DESK OF DG LEJUNE CANTRELL of SC DISTRICT 32 S
NEW YEAR, NEW LOOK
As we enter into a New Year, 2019, we must take a look at our goals and where we are currently in the District. I
am proud of where we are currently. One of our goals for this Lions’ year
was to have three new clubs (with two of these coming in 2019). I am
proud to say that we already have 2 of the 3 new clubs before 2019 has
arrived. To meet our goals, we only need to start one more new club. But
what are our capabilities for the next 6 months?? One or two more new
clubs? To manage those goals are we still needing Guiding Lions for future
clubs. As of 12/26/18, we have 1949 members in our District which is a
+30 for this year to date. That meets another goal for the year. We want
to be at least +1 for the year. We are on our way. Now we must continue
building our membership for the remainder of the year.
Another goal is for 80% of the clubs to report at least one Service Activity
during the year. We currently have 50 clubs who have reported Service
activities this year. We have 16 that have not. However, we also have 2
new clubs added in the month of December that will be included in statistics as of January 1, 2019. That means currently we have 32% of our clubs
who have not reported a Service Activity!! We are close to the goal for the
year however, I would like to see us exceed this goal. This is a big focus on
the second half of our Lions’ year. We want to turn this statistic around.
This is what Lions are all about. We are a Service organization and need to
be providing service to our communities. If that is not happening, we as
leaders need to evaluate why that is not occurring and find a solution.

LeJune Canrell

District Governor 32-S
2018-2019
120 James Road

Joanna, SC 29351
LCIF club donations participation is listed as 80% in the goals. However,
C: 864-923-4629
when the LCIF Campaign 100 was announced, I raised the number to 100%
rn352@bellsouth.net
of the clubs to participate to the best of the clubs’ abilities. LCIF has given
back more than 50 million dollars to South Carolina in the first 50 years.
This amount far exceeds the amount of money that has been donated to
LCIF over those years. I again challenge each club to donate to LCIF this year and each year of the three year
campaign. I hope to see 100% of the clubs donating this year.

As this is a mid year overview of the goals, we must still keep on our current trends of asking new potential
members, retention of members we have, and training those new members. We have our District Convention
coming soon. Please check the Palmetto Lion for the Registration Form. We want to see as many as possible
attending this year!! Lets keep up with our goals and keep serving our communities to the best of our abilities.
Best to each of you for a Happy New Year

District Governor LeJune Cantrell
District S
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2018/2019 District S Convention
Hello Lions:
The convention for District S is right around the corner, and we are excited about this year’s format
and speaker. We encourage you to start reminding your club members to put the District Convention on their calendars and plan to attend the Convention in Columbia, South Carolina at Embassy
Suites by Hilton, 200 Stoneridge Drive (that’s the Zoo/Greystone Blvd. exit) on February 22-23,
2019.
There are changes coming this year! To encourage more participation at the convention, the Awards
Luncheon and Banquet will become one this year. Once the Awards Banquet is over, the Convention
will be completed. Let's all participate in this exciting new format!! Business dress is all that is requested. There will still be learning opportunities during the morning hours. For those staying Friday night, there will be a Fun night.
The advertising price list is for the convention program. This is a great way to let other Lions know
the work your Club is achieving, or a picture of your Lion of the Year or Melvin Jones Fellow in an ad
would be a great way to honor them as well.
Art work goes to Lion Jim Reilly, and checks to pay for the ad need to be mailed to our District
S Treasurer, PCC Joe Lark. As always, if you have any questions or need clarification, please contact
Lion Linda Rumsey, District S Cabinet Secretary, at lindarumsey51@att.net or 864-350-5705.

Hope to see you there February 22 and 23 in Columbia at the Embassy Suites.
LeJune Cantrell
District Governor

Convention Links:
Link to Registration

Link to Ad Pricing
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District 32-S News
Abbeville, Calhoun Falls, and Due West Lions Clubs

The Abbeville Lions celebrated Arbor Day,
December 7th, at Westwood Elementary
School. They planted a tree and gave each of
108 4th graders a Red Maple Tree sapling to
take home and plant.

The Abbeville, Calhoun Falls, and Due West Lions
Clubs joined WCTEL Board of Directors Chair Wes
McAlister in presented a matching check in the
amount of $2,576.00 to Angel Tree of Abbeville
County to match the donation from the three Abbeville County Lions Clubs for this year. Angel Tree is a
project to provide Christmas gifts to needy children
in Abbeville County and is celebrating 31 years of
service.

Christmas gathering with Columbia Northwest Lions Club and the newly formed
Columbia Veterans Club
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Boiling Springs Lions Club

Members of The Boiling Springs Lions Club brought
some Christmas cheer to the residents of Wesley Court
Assisted Living with a visit from Santa Claus. Seven Lions
and seven Leos participated, and each resident received
a gift from Santa after the Christmas story was shared
and Christmas carols were sung by both the Lions and
residents. Lions Harold Rakes and Kosta Kakouras
played guitars and led the singing.

The Boiling Springs Lions Club held their annual Christmas party at the Peach Blossom Diner on December 17th with thirty lions and spouses in attendance. During the banquet the oldest member of
our club, Lion Bill Kerns, was honored with the Melvin Jones award by Lion President Joe Sherer.
Lion

Bill

has

been

a

faithful

member

since

June

1,

1999

and

has

served

on

the Board of Directors and maintained perfect attendance.
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Inman Lions Clubs
The Inman Lions Club members filled 90 Christmas food bags for children and families in need that
live in Inman.

Lexington Lions Club
The Lexington Lions Club modified the LCI Motto of “We Serve” to “WE SERVE HOT CHOCOLATE”
at the Lexington Christmas Parade on December 3. Although the weather was rainy and dreary,
over 300 people received free hot chocolate as a Thank You for their support during the 2018
year. The tent sure was a popular spot before and during the parade.

A popular spot at the Parade, especially for
the kids!

Working Hard! Lions Jim Raymond, Larry Strickland,
President Bob Martin, Larry Moody, Ken Minier, and
Dave Hudepohl. Eric Easterling was giving out trays of
hot chocolate to the crowd!
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River Hills/Lake Wylie Lions Club
The choral music group from the S.C. School for the Deaf and Blind performed for
the River Hills/Lake Wylie Lions Club prior to their holiday dinner on Dec. 4. RHLW
Lions Club has supported the Spartanburg school for years and made a $5,000 donation that evening. Outgoing executive director Ann Akerman accepted the donation. Prior to the performance, the club treated the singers to a pizza party.
Father Christmas, Lion Frank Van Leer, presented gifts to the children.
R.J. Phillips and Peggy Upchurch received the
Lions most prestigious honors during the River
Hills/Lake Wylie Lions Club annual holiday dinner on Dec. 4.
(right) Phillips received the Franklin Mason Fellowship, and a donation will be made in his honor to promote vision and hearing conservation
across the state.
(left) Upchurch was named a Melvin Jones Fellow. Jones is the founder of Lions Club International. A donation will be made to the international club in her honor. The Melvin Jones Fellowship is the backbone of the Lions
organization, according to the LCI website.

Bikes for Kids Program Has 'Another Successful Year'
The River Hills/Lake Wylie Lions Club "Bikes for Kids" program had another successful year, according to Sam
Swisher, who served on the bicycle refurbishing team.
"We delivered our last 32 new bikes from Walmart just before Christmas to the York County Boys and Girls Club of
York County," said Swisher. Previously the team supplied
new and refurbished bicycles to youth in the Clover School
District and to the Red Cross for needy families.
"We would like to thank our local Walmart Store and manager Russell Sinclair for their generous contribution through
the Walmart Foundation," Swisher said. Those funds, including the sales of refurbished adult bikes, swelled to more
than $4,000 to buy new children's bicycles for Christmas
gifts. RHLW Lions delivered a total of 43 bicycles to various
service organizations this holiday season and can provide
bicycles throughout the coming year, if needed, according to Swisher.
Russell Sinclair, local Walmart manager, with
RHLW Lions Mike Heslop and Rick Thomas,
putting bicycles on trailer to head to York.

"We will continue to accept bike donations throughout the year, so keep us in mind if you have gently used bikes
that you no longer need," Swisher said.
Rick Thomas, project leader, along with Mike Heslop, Lee Reighart and Swisher worked on the Bikes for Kids
team.

27

Spartanburg Lions Club
We all had so much fun at the Christmas party at SCSDB that was sponsored by the Spartanburg Lions Club for the children. For 85 years the Spartanburg Lions Club has been affiliated with SCSDB in
service projects.

Santa is escorted in by 1 of
the staff at SCSDB

Santa and the signer are
inviting the children up to
tell Santa what they want
for Christmas!

Sandra, a staff member at
SCSDB, is TRYING to instruct PID Gene on how
to serve……

PID Gene Spiess; Lion President Mark
Barry; and 3rd VP Mike White are
waiting for the party to start!!

Lion Sam Hook, the new Chief Executive Officer of the SCSDB Foundation,
welcomes the members of the Spartanburg Lions Club to the 85 thAnnual
Christmas Luncheon held at SCSDB to thank the members of the Spartanburg Lions Club for all of the service their club has provided for the school
and the children. Board members of SCSDB were also in attendance.

Members of the SCSDB Choral Group performed a beautiful Christmas program. What a special program these children always provide for the Lions!

Lion Leah Pruitt Caldwell received the “Lion of the Year” Award from the Spartanburg Lions Club at their Annual Christmas Luncheon at the SC School for the Deaf
and Blind! Lion Leah has served the Spartanburg Club in so many capacities
(including President in 2016-2017), she’s just one of those Lions who finds it hard to
say no, and she truly has a heart to serve. Congratulations Lion Leah, and thanks
for all you do!! What an honor!
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Spartanburg Southside Lions Club

On December 6th, thanks to Lion Loreta Dylgjeri, the Spartanburg Southside Lions Club met at the
beautiful home of Dr. Page McCraw,
President of the SC School for the Deaf
and Blind, which is on their campus. Though the meeting was intended
for fun and an exchange of gifts, the
highlight of the evening was the collection of over 200 coats and other items
for warmth for the homeless. Co-chairs
of the Miracle Hill Ministries Service
Project, Lions Lucille Mayfield and Joanne Fisher, were able to collect more coats than we’ve ever had in previous years.

The Spartanburg Southside Lions Club
held their 8th Annual Christmas Gala at
the Spartanburg Marriott Hotel on December 16th. Everyone had great fun
dancing to the music of the fabulous
band, Odyssey.

Lion President Earlene Corrothers and
the members of the Spartanburg
Southside Lions Club welcome guests
to their 8th Annual Christmas Gala.
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Tega Cay Lions Club
It was a busy December for Tega Cay Lions. It started
with our Sr. Citizen Christmas Party held the first
week of December. The entire community of Tega Cay
rallied around us and their contributions of cookies,
cakes and gifts for the Senior Citizens continued to
give all month long. Many contributed cookies to the
City Tree Lighting and the City then contributed the
unused cookies to the TC Lions for their Christmas Party. TC Lions used what they needed and then added a
few cakes and dropped off at the Police Department
for their annual Christmas light show. Believe me
when I say nothing was wasted. All unused food and
stocking stuffers from the Sr. Citizen Christmas Party
was left at Grace Presbyterian for their ministries.
We were not done yet. On December 18, TC
Lions were able to deliver 48 stuffed animals
(contributed by Build A Bear), 17 handmade
surgery dolls, about 18 crocheted baby blankets , and 23 lap blankets (contributed by Lions
and the community and not needed at the party). With everyone’s help TC Lions not only gave
over 300 Senior Citizens from Senior Centers
and Assisted Living facilities throughout York
County a Merry Christmas but, we were able to
put a smile on the faces of children spending
Christmas at Levine Children’s Hospital instead of at home with their families.

Travelers Rest Lions Club
The Travelers Rest Lions Club has had a very busy December and wishes all
our fellow Lions a blessed and happy new year. At our December meeting
we welcomed two new members, Tom and Judy Dowell, pictured below. We
also participated in the Travelers Rest Christmas parade. Finally, each year TRLC makes a
significant contribution to the
TR Police Department annual
Toy Drive to provide Christmas
for needy families in our community. Students from out local
high school shop for the gifts
and they are on display at City
Hall until time for pick up. The
organizers take the Lions Club contribution and provide items to promote
family time and activity. This year the theme was “Baking Memories. “ It
included food items and accessories for families to cook and bake together. You can see the packages on the platform in the picture below. It is a
privilege for our Lions to be able to participate in helping our community.
30

The Mathews Lions Club

The Mathews Lions
Club did an additional
food packing for the
Salvation Army prior
to Thanksgiving. Nearly 700 bags
were packed and
most were distributed within a few days.

The Mathews Lions Club collected 275 pounds of food for the
Food Bank of Greenwood.

The Mathews
Lions Club donated and planted a Red Maple
tree at the
Greenwood
County Library
on Arbor Day
this year
(12/7/18).

The Mathews Lions Club donated Christmas gifts to
the Connie Maxwell Christmas Store for the children
to buy gifts for family and friends at extremely low
prices.
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Winnsboro Lions Club
SAVE THE DATE
Link to Flyer

Woodruff Lions Club

The Woodruff Lion’s Club recently participated
in a town snowman contest.
Various types of snowmen creations were displayed along Main Street. The displays made it
an interesting drive or walk along main during
the holiday season.
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News from Lions Club International
Read the January, 2019 edition of “Lion Magazine” here.
http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication/?m=6639&l=1#{%22issue_id%
22:551227,%22view%22:%22contentsBrowser%22}

International Calendar
(http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/events/calendar.php#august)
January 2019
Hunger Awareness Month






January 6-12: LCIF Week
January 11: Last day for early discount on convention registration fees
January 13: Melvin Jones’ birthday
January 15: Leo Club Program Advisory Panel nominations due
January 15: Peace Poster Kits go on sale from Club Supplies Sales

February 2019
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month




February 1: International Peace Poster contest winners will be notified on or before this date
February 12-14: First Vice District Governor/District Governor-elect Seminar (Days 1-3)
February 15: International Childhood Cancer Day

NEVER STOP LEARNING (or relearning what we have forgotten)
LCI offers leadership training materials/resources which include a mix of curriculum materials, speaking
presentations with notes, and activity guides. Each month The Palmetto Lion will feature a different training opportunity.
Here in the Lions Learning Center you can learn and practice key leadership skills for your role as a Lions
leader and to be successful in all your projects. Courses are categorized by four key skills: Leadership, Managing Others, Achieving Results and Communication. These courses typically take 30 to 60 minutes to complete.
If you are new to LLC, you will need to create an account. Please have your Lions Member ID number ready!

In addition to the training materials offered on the Training Materials/Resources Page check out the
learning opportunities through Lions University. Lions University is offered by the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.
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