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SCHEDULE VISION SCREENING FOR YOUR SCHOOL, CHILDCARE CENTER OR ORGANIZATION 

TODAY: 

Contact:  

  

 

 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
The first few years of a child's life are critical to the development of normal vision. Vision abnormalities in 
a child's eyes may occur even when the eye appears to look normal.  A child with vision problems often 
does not realize that the way they see the world is not the way everyone else sees it. 
 
The eye, muscles that control the eye, optic nerve, and the area of the brain that gives us vision are 
completely developed, no matter how perfectly or imperfectly, by the age of six. Vision deficiencies that 
may have occurred during development will be very difficult or impossible to treat after the age of 6 when 
development has completed.  Many of these problems when caught early enough can be completely 
corrected.  The earlier vision problems are diagnosed, the better the chance of correction and the easier 
and less expensive the treatment. 
 
8870 pre-school – 4th grade children were screened during the 2017 – 2018 school year.  The chart below 
shows the percent of each abnormality found.  Myopia is the only abnormality found on the traditional 
Snellen chart used in Schools and most doctors’ offices.   
 
WHAT 
Lions use the Welch Allyn screening device (similar in appearance to a digital camera) to identify children 
whose eyes may have some type of defect, which if left untreated, may lead to a lifetime of vision 
problems or blindness. 
 
HOW 
Readings are taken of the child's eyes while the child looks at the Welch Allyn "camera" used for the 
screening.  No physical contact is made with the child and no eye drops or medications are used.  The 
volunteer takes a digital measurement of the child's eyes from a comfortable distance of 3-4 feet.  
 
The Welch Allyn equipment will allow screening for such eye abnormalities as: 

Astigmatism: irregularly shaped corneas or lenses 
Myopia: nearsightedness 
Hyperopia: farsightedness 
Strabismus: Misalignment of the eyes 
Anisometropia: unequal refractive power 
Anisocoria: pupil size anomalies 

  



 

 

WHO 
Children as young as 6 months may be screened. The child must be able to fixate (look at a specific 
object). For this screening, the child must be able to focus on flashing colored lights on the camera. 
  
RESULTS 
Screening results are given to the facility on a thumb drive.  Only those children who "fail" or are 
"referred" will receive a referral letter and a printout stating that the screening indicates that their child 
may have a vision disorder. The parent is strongly advised to make an appointment with an optometrist or 
ophthalmologist.  Parents can request a print out of their child’s results from the facility.   
  
WHERE and WHEN 
Vision screening is conducted at schools, childcare centers and health fairs/clinics.  Before the screening 
is done, the child's parents must give their written approval, and the facility must approve the screening 
being conducted at their site. 
  
COST 
The cost of the screening is paid in full by the Lions using funds raised by Lions in the community. 
  
WHAT LIONS DO NOT DO 
Lions do not recommend any specific eye doctor.  Lions do not make diagnoses and do not examine a 
child's eyes beyond taking readings.  Lions are trained only to take readings. 
 

  

Lions KidSight USA:  http://lionskidsightusa.org/need-is-real/  

   

 

 

 

 

 

http://lionskidsightusa.org/need-is-real/

