
 
Dear Congregation, 
 
It is painful not being able to lay eyes upon you.  But it was a day of joy on 
Palm/Passion Sunday to see so many of you in pictures celebrating with palms and 
having your place of worship at home prepared for communion.  God is good and 
God is staying with us — abiding with us — in these very hard days.  “I will not 
leave you orphaned . . .” Jesus tells us in John’s Gospel.  Your participation in the 
life of the church, even in these electronically remote ways, is testimony to your 
faith that this is true.  Thank you. 
 
Your Session met on Sunday, April 5, and took a precautionary step aimed at 
assuring support for the church staff in their work of undergirding the congregation 
in this time when there is uncertainty about the future financial status of the 
church.  The Session authorized applying for a “Paycheck Protection” loan under 
the terms of the recently passed Federal law known as the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act (CARES).  There is absolutely no guarantee that this 
loan will be granted.  However, if it is, it will be a loan, managed by a local bank, 
CountyBank.  It will be for 2.5 times the monthly payroll of the church, 
approximately $105,000.  It is fully forgivable if the church uses it only for payroll 
expenses and utilities and no employees of the church are laid off during the next 
two months. 
 
You have been very faithful in fulfilling your pledges and making gifts to the 
church.  That means that as we have entered this time of economic disruption the 
church’s finances are in good order.  However, your Session knows many of you 
are suffering deep losses in investments with the result that your income in 
retirement is diminishing.  Others of you are facing the loss of your job and a very 
uncertain economic future.  And those of you who are small business owners are 
dealing with frightening losses.  In the face of all of this the Session knows many 
of you, faithful as you are, may not be able to continue giving to the church at the 
same level as you intended to do so.  Out of this concern the Session took this 
action. 
 
What does all this mean? 
 
First, it means we are in prayer for you in this congregation facing economic 
turmoil. 
 
Second, it means, if you are in a tough predicament, the church is ready to stand by 
you and support you in practical ways. 
 
 



 
Third, it means the Session is being responsible in standing by the staff of the 
church as well as assuring that the ministry of the church is sustained in this critical 
time. 
 
Fourth, it means God is giving to those of us who still are relatively financially 
secure an urgent opportunity to act with deep faith and stretch and serve in 
extraordinary ways.  For now is the time for many of us to step up and make 
special gifts to the church.  If we do so, with the backstop of this loan (if it is 
granted) this congregation will be able to emerge on the far side of this crisis in a 
position to take leadership in responding to many in our community who will be 
deeply hurt by this pandemic. 
 
I thank the Session for its leadership.  I commend the church to your prayers.  I 
pray daily especially for those of you who face hard economic times as well as 
those of you whose health is fragile and those of you putting your lives on the line 
in healthcare and public service professions.  I rejoice that all of you are 
responding to the love of Jesus Christ and placing your very lives in service with 
and for him. 
 
In it all, let us cling to the promise of our Risen Lord, “ . . . remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20). 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 
 
Pete 

 


