
WORKING FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS 
IN THE TRUMP ERA: 

Xenophobia, Solidarity, and Active Resistance 
within the Labor Movement

Shannon Gleeson

1

Sofya Aptekar



ORGANIZED LABOR & IMMIGRANTS

 Long history of institutionalized xenophobia
 2001 declaration of inclusion

 19.6% of private sector workers are foreign-born (EPI)
 Many overlooked industries, including young people  

 Typically focus of labor solidarity
 Elusive comprehensive immigration reform
 Deportation defense, Know Your Rights
 Strengthening collective bargaining agreements

 Vocal responses, strategic silences in response to Trump era policies
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EXAMPLE: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
http://www.oclabor.org/2480
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EXAMPLE: AFL CIO IMMIGRATION RESOURCES
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NEW FORMS OF SOLIDARITY
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• DACA (DAPA) & TPS advocacy
o Rejection of exceptional young deserving immigrant narrative
o Broadening scope of coalitional partners (worker centers and beyond)
o Expanding what counts as a core issue for organized labor?
o Response to calls from demand beyond the halls of labor

• Immigrant Workers in Academia 
o Academic unions prioritizing international workers
o Cross-campus organizing 
o Inter-immigrant solidarity



DACA, DAPA, TPS
GLEESON
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BROADENING 
THE UNION 
MISSION

Hosting free immigration 
workshops for families on 
DACA/DAPA with 
@LaborCommSvcs
& Miguel Contreras 
Foundation #1u

3/23/16
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https://twitter.com/LaborCommSvcs
https://twitter.com/hashtag/1u?src=hashtag_click


UNION MEMBER  
SOLIDARITY  

#EducationAustinin 
the house -or outside 
GovMansion -in vigil 
following #SCOTUS
immigration order. 
#TxAFLCIO#1u

6/23/16
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/EducationAustin?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SCOTUS?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TxAFLCIO?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/1u?src=hash


WIDENING  THE POLICY FRAME

California Labor Federation Executive Secretary-Treasurer Art Pulaski
Ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program is a heartless, 
gutless move by the Trump Administration that threatens to rip 800,000 young 

DREAMersfrom their families.

9/5/17

https://calaborfed.org/we-condemn-trumps-heartless-action-to-end-daca-program/
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https://calaborfed.org/we-condemn-trumps-heartless-action-to-end-daca-program/


NEW/OLD 
COALITIONAL 
STRATEGIES

Join labor, community, 
and immigrant rights 
groups a week from 
tomorrow for the SoCal 
Assembly for TPS 
Beneficiaries & Allies! 
@TPS_Alliance

12/1/17
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https://twitter.com/TPS_Alliance


TIES TO RACIAL JUSTICE

The Greater Boston Labor Council 
condemns President Trump's racist and ignorant remarks about Haitians, 

Africans and Latin Americans. We stand with all our immigrant union members 
and their families in the Boston Labor Community. #1u#SaveTPS

1/12/18

https://twitter.com/BostonUnionCity/status/951871473974685696
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/1u?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SaveTPS?src=hash
https://twitter.com/BostonUnionCity/status/951871473974685696


IMMIGRANT 
ACADEMIC 
WORKERS

APTEKAR
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• University of Chicago Graduate 
Employees International Caucus

• 2018-19: GEO prioritized international 
worker demands

• 2020: International Caucus pushed 
back and agitated when management 
moved on every demand but that of 
international workers –and won 

• University of California wildcatting 
grad students
• 2019-20: fighting for workers 

threatened with deportation for 
striking. 

ACADEMIC ORGANIZING PRIORITIZING INTERNATIONAL WORKERS

https://www.labornotes.org/2019/04/international-student-workers-key-chicago-grad-strike-victory
https://labornotes.org/blogs/2020/04/chicago-grad-workers-first-win-covid-19-demands
https://twitter.com/payusmoreucsc/status/1234612998171328512


CROSS-CAMPUS ORGANIZING AND TRUMP’S POLICIES

• 2018 Fight against Trump’s anti-Chinese 
policies.

• 2020 Fight against the student ban
• Growth of organizing networks beyond union 

structures
• X-Campus Rank and File
• Public Higher Ed Workers (PHEW)
• University Workers United for a Fair Future 

(UWUFF)
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https://twitter.com/UAW5810/status/1058471804056985600


INTER-IMMIGRANT SOLIDARITY
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https://twitter.com/ruaaup/status/1283421781873889282/photo/1


sofya.aptekar@slu.cuny.edu
smg338@cornell.edu

QUESTIONS?
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mailto:sofya.aptekar@slu.cuny.edu
mailto:smg338@cornell.edu
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