
From 1945 through 1967 husband and wife team Berry and Gertrude Grant were 

employed as Sexton and Maid at First Congregational Church of Winter Park 

(FCCWP). Mr. Grant worked at the church for 22 years and Mrs. Grant worked at 

the church for 18 years. The Grants were responsible for maintaining the interior 

and exterior of the church as well as the church grounds. Part of Mr. Grant’s 

responsibilities included making all the minor repairs at the church and acting as 

liaison to the church leadership and supervisor for all major repairs. In uniform, 

Mrs. Grant prepared and served refreshments and meals for church meetings, 

ministries and functions. Mrs. Grant had additional duties such as dusting, 

vacuuming, mopping, waxing and polishing.  

When they retired, FCCWP honored them with a retirement dinner. According to 

FCCWP church records, “A dinner in honor of the esteemed couple was given in 

(the) Fellowship Hall and they were presented with a purse of $594.” 

The parents of three children – Ellis, Emmanuel and Kathy, the Grants also 

served as Deacon and Deaconess at Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church in 

Eatonville, Florida. As residents of Eatonville, Mr. Grant was a Town Councilman 

for Eatonville and Mrs. Grant served on the Eatonville Recreation Board. In 1958 

Mr. and Mrs. Grant were able to garner financial support from their employer, 

FCCWP, to construct a children’s playground for Eatonville. The Grants led the 

construction and an article in the Orlando Sentinel on 13 October 1958 

recognized their efforts.  

Years later, a regional council, the “Berry Grant Recreation Council” named in 

Mr. Grant’s honor, functioned to create and improve much needed recreational 

facilities for youth of African descent throughout Central Florida.  

All three of the Grant children attended college. Emmanuel returned to 

Eatonville and established a denture lab that designed, constructed and repaired 

custom fit dentures. Dentists in Central Florida, regardless of race, kept 

Emmanuel very busy because of the high quality of his workmanship. 

Mr. Grant was a “hands on” Eatonville Town Councilman. Often he assisted in 

town maintenance and in fact lost an eye helping a worker start a lawn mower. 

He also loved young people and was always available to share a word of 

encouragement.  

In his own words, Mr. Grant reveals his kindness towards young people, “I kind 

of took him aside and helped raise him. He turned out pretty good. You know him. He’s Deacon Jones, 

the football player. Every time he comes back here he’ll stop by to visit me and my wife. No sir, people 

don’t raise children the way they used to.”  


