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ROSEDALE GARDENS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A)
9601 Hubbard Avenue

Livonia, Michigan 48150

(734) 422-0494

www.rosedalegardens.org

www.facebook.com/rosedale.church

JULY 5, 2026
PATRIOTIC SUNDAY

By the loving grace of Jesus Christ working in us, we are a people who practice
welcoming relationships and caring service to the glory of God.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT:
At Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church, we strive to be a Christ-like, faithful and inclusive church
family. We welcome the full participation of all people of any ability, age, gender, race, ethnicity or sexual
orientation. We commit ourselves to following Jesus by cultivating mission, inclusion and community.
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RGPC: The Mission Station




July 5, 2026 Patriotic Sunday 10:30 a.m.
* = CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO STAND, as able
Large print bulletins and hearing assist devices are available — please see an usher.

Please sign the Friendship Pad as it is passed to you, noting the names of those who are
worshipping around you so you may greet them when the Service has ended.

PLEase Turn oFrF all cell phones and use this time to quietly prepare for Worship.

NURSERY (infants and toddlers) — Room 201 (Main Level)
Today, our service is Family Worship — Children will return to
their families following the Children’s Worship Time.
Worship boards, books, and children’s Bibles are available for children to use
during the service. These are in the Children’s Welcome Center.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP TIME
The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Today is a day of joy!
Because we get to worship together!
Today is a day of joy!
Because we are reminded that God loves us no matter what!
Let us worship God!

JULY 4™ BRAINSTORM by 231 Worship

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRELUDE  “Toccata on the National Anthem’ by Lothar Bandermann



*CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist: Shirley Lande
A word of encouragement came from prophet to people;
Live a life that is full — build, plant, eat, love, multiply--
Pray for your communities.
Keep God in the center of all that is.
We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts.
For something happens here
that reminds us that we can live as God desires.
God has made a promise of faithfulness to us
and we can trust the promise.

*HYMN #338 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, we confess that we have not always used our freedom to
serve You or our neighbors. We have often mistaken our liberties for license
to do as we please, rather than following Your call to love selflessly. We
confess that while we cherish a vision of "'a more perfect union," we have
allowed division, prejudice, and self-interest to fracture our communities.
We have closed our eyes to systemic injustice and turned our backs on the
vulnerable among us. Forgive us for the times we have placed our trust in
national power or earthly wealth rather than in Your enduring
righteousness. Forgive us when our pride blinds us to our own faults. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
God challenges us, God encourages us.
God confronts us, and God accepts us.
God works wonders in our midst
and gives us the eyes, the hearts,
the souls to see such miracles.
God forgives us,
God guides us through the wilderness of the world,
God leads us home.
Thanks be to God. Amen.



*PRAYER RESPONSE (Hymn #341) “O God, Show Mercy to Us”
O God, show mercy to us, and bless us with your grace;
And cause to shine upon us the brightness of your face,
So that your way most holy on earth may soon be known,
And unto every people your saving grace be shown.
Let all the peoples praise you; let all the nations sing;
In every land let praises and songs of gladness ring.

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 29:4-14
OUR GREATEST HOPE (AMERICA AT 250) by 231 Worship

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-26
SERMON “A More Perfect Union” Pastor Kate Mackie

SPECIAL MUSIC “God Bless America” by Irving Berlin
Soloist: Pam Gunderson

God bless America, land that | love.

Stand beside her and guide her through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans white with foam,
God bless America, my home sweet home.

God bless America, my home sweet home.

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND GIFTS
AN INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
OFFERTORY “The Star Spangled Banner” - arr. K. L. Phillips

During the playing of our Offertory, if you wish to make an offering to the church,
you may give electronically by texting "rgpc" to 833-245-5153 or using the QR Code
on the back page of the bulletin, or by placing your offering in the black Offering Box

located in the Narthex or outside the Chapel.

*DOXOLOGY (Hymn #606)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise God, and Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*SENDING HYMN “In This Time of Great Reflection”
*BENEDICTION

*SENDING RESPONSE
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step | take, let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment
In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me!

*PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
The congregation is now invited to share
signs of Christ’s peace as worship concludes.

*POSTLUDE “Fugue on the National Anthem” by Lothar Bandermann




SERVING AND GROWING TOGETHER

WELCOME — PLEASE FEEL AT HOME HERE! We’re glad you’ve chosen to set aside this hour to
praise God in worship, and are delighted to have you at Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church!
It is our hope that you will be uplifted spiritually by our worship and that you will join us often.
Please stop by the Welcome Center located in the foyer to receive a Welcome Gift. Ushers and
greeters are available for information, large print bulletins or assistance. If you need a hearing
assistance device, please go to the Welcome Center. If you are a member of another congregation,
please offer our greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ when you return. If you are not
currently part of another church congregation, we hope you will consider making Rosedale

Gardens Presbyterian Church your church home, simply speak with our pastoral staff.

UPCOMING DATES OF SPECIAL INTEREST

July 6
July 9
July 17
July 19
July 21-23
July 26
July 29
August 4
August 9
August 10
August 16
August 20
August 21
Sep. 6
Sep.7
Sep. 13
Sep. 16
Sep. 18
Sep. 20
Sep. 27

SERVING TODAY

Sunday Secretary: Lois Keefer

Ushers: Beverly Hertenstein & Doug Andridge
Welcome Desk: Kelly Bruce

Online Greeter: Janette Poe

Worship Arts: Jason Bowes & Jim Davis
Sound System: John Mazeppa

Huddle: Gretchen Hocking & Ryan Mott

JULY — SEPTEMBER

OFFICE CLOSED

Bonfire & Bible (6:30pm, Kate's House)
Chapel Friday (12pm, Library)

Caravan Report Sunday, VBS Commissioning
Stellar VBS (92:30am-12pm)

VBS Sunday, Family Worship

Bonfire & Bible (6:30pm, Kate's House)
Red Cross Blood Drive (1pm, Youth Hall)
Worship in the Park (10:30am, Mies Park)
Bonfire & Bible (6:30pm, Kate's House)
Communion

Bonfire & Bible (6:30pm, Kate's House)
Chapel Friday (12pm, Library)

Labor Day Sunday

OFFICE CLOSED—Labor Day
Communion

Session Meeting (7pm, Youth Hall)
Chapel Friday (12pm, Library)
Installation & Ordination of Officers

New Member Class (11:45am, Library)

Coffee Hour: Administration & Finance Committee
Rosie Drivers: Roy Sequin & Ryan Mott
Worship Leader: Pam Gunderson




MEMBERS WHO ARE GRIEVING: Janette Poe on the
passing of her husband, Wayne.

MEMBERS IN NEED OF PRAYER: Dyche Anderson,

Megan Barker, Abby Bennett, Linda Blumel, Laurie Carse, Susan

Cohl, Judy Coleman, Lois Cummings, Rose Eickhoff, Mary Ann Falardeau, Sheila Folsom,
Dave Garcia, Anne Hartsell, lan Holtzman, Deirdre Hope, Joyce Jewell, Beverly Johnston,
Mary Kennedy, Shirley Lande, Charlene Mazeppa, Margot McCormack, Donald McLean,
Sadikifu Motiryo, Stafford Nelson, Karen Perry, Jan Prentice, Kayla Rougeau, William Sather,
Jack Smith, Mason Taylor, Diane Trupiano, Macaylah Whitlock, Jamie Williamson, Vicki
Wonnacott, Ed Yopek.

OUR EXTENDED CIRCLE OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS: (This listing will be
cleared and renewed on the first Sunday of each month. Names can be added at any time,
but if you wish to have someone continued into the following month, please contact the
Church Office.)

. Barbara Beale, friend of Judy Tomey
Sarah, Bud, Jeanette, Tom, Patty, Will, & TJ Conrad—family of Dave Conrad
Angela Grabowski, friend of Alyson Donker
Larry & Karen McKendry, friends of Tom & Kathy Peterson
Rev. Chung, PC(USA) missionary to the people of Tajikistan
Those Serving/Who Have Served Our Country in the Military and as First Responders
Rosedale Military/First Responder/Serviceperson of the Month: Annie’s Family
Restaurant and Bake Shoppe

EACH WEEK WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER church member families, thanking
God for them, and asking God to bless and guide them. We invite you to keep in your prayers:
the Bieganski, (Allen & Tammy) Mott, Squire, & Wilson families.




RGPC FAMILIES!

Let's Worship Together!

Today is Family Worship. Children will
join their families in the Sanctuary
for a special patriotic worship service.
There will be worship boards and
activities for children to use during
the service. These can be found at our
Children's Welcome Center.

Summer Sunday School
Begins Sunday, July 12™

RGPC KIDS join us for BIBLE BEACH
CLUB! Come with us to the "beach" and

get ready for a Jesus-filled summer of
Sunday school FUN!

Kids Celebrating Kids

This summer our RGPC and VBS Kids will be collecting
items to create Happy Birthday Kits for kids in our
community. Our special kits will be offered to Breaking
Barriers, a local organization that provides food, supplies
and support to families in need. Our kits will be added to
their food pantry.

Our kids understand how special birthdays are. They also
understand what it may feel like to be unable to have a birthday celebration. They
are excited to begin collecting items for our Kits. Their eagerness to help another
child have a happy birthday is so heartwarming! Here are the items we are
collecting: cake mix, frosting, sprinkles, candles, balloons, party blowers, and
Sprite. (Did you know you can make a
cake using a can of Sprite?)

If you would like to help us reach our
goal of 50 Happy Birthday Kits, please
bring donations to church by July 19"
Donations can be placed in the birthday
box or gift bags found in the Narthex.
Thank you!
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RGPC FAMILIES!

Coming Soon: VBS IS GOING

TO BE STELLAR!!

July 13-17 (Monday-Friday)
VBS PREP WEEK - HELP IS NEEDED!

All VBS Leaders, Assistants and Crew
Leaders — please plan to stop by the church
anytime this week (9:00am-3:00pm). We
will go over your responsibility at VBS, set up classrooms, decorate, check on
supplies, answer questions, etc... Youth Leaders should plan to meet with me
prior to VBS for a short meeting to review your specific role as CREW
LEADER. THANK YOU ALL!! SEE YOU SOON!

Summer 2026 VBS—July 21, 22, 23

Get ready to soar into outer space for a
STELLAR adventure! We will discover
Jesus' light and learn how to shine in the
darkness! Registration is now OPEN!
Scan the QR code to sign up today!

Sunday School 2026-2027 School Year

Would you like to share your love for Jesus with
children? We are currently looking for faithful
people who would like to join our Sunday Morning
RGPC Kids' Teaching Team. Teachers and
assistants are needed for the upcoming school year.
So, are you thinking about it? The amount of time
you share is up to you. (Every week, every

other week, once a month or once in a while.)
Weekly lessons are emailed ahead of time.
Classroom setup and all materials needed are
provided. Sharing your time with our children is a
wonderful way to build relationships and help students form a foundation for their
faith to grow! Your connection with them will make a meaningful difference in
their lives. Would you like to learn more about our Sunday school program
and take a tour of our classrooms? Please contact Lisa Adams at
ladams@rosedalegardens.org - I’d love to share more about our Children's
Ministry with you! 9




YOUTH MININTRY NEWS




Mental Health Matter's




What Am I Celebrating?

I've been on a mission to purge my closet, nightstand and dresser drawers. So far I
have taken 2 large black bags and 2 tall kitchen bags to a collection box and 1 tall kitchen bag
to the trash. Yea, me.

While sorting I found a t-shirt I bought in Washington D.C. 2 years ago while
attending the national convention of the League of Women Voters. “The United States of
America” is beautifully embroidered above an eagle emblem. “United.” Easy word to say.
Difficult to live. In fact, there’s never been a time in our 250-year existence when that has
100% accurately described our nation. Our Republic was founded on a set of beliefs, among
them the idea that all people are created equal. All people. And that all the people have the
fundamental right to live their life freely, without fear, and pursue their potential. Given
current divisions in culture and politics, choosing “honest” music for this weekend was
challenging. Storybook “hooray-for-us” music felt disingenuous and naive on my part.
Discordant arrangements conveying doom and hopelessness also felt unsatisfactory. So I
settled on three renditions of The Star Spangled Banner.

Prelude - Toccata on the National Anthem by Lothar Beadermann, a German
composer. The melody is in the footwork while ordered chaos erupts on the manuals (the
keyboards). There’s a short reprieve during “the rockets red glare” section, after which
strength and frenzy resume.

Oftertory - The Star Spangled Banner from ‘Finding Peace in the Land That We Love’,
arranged by K. L. Phillips, is deeply reflective. Written in 2021, after the confusion, fear and
isolation of Covid, Phillips offers respite. Join me in a lovely moment to let fear, division and
chaos subside. Just breathe.

Postlude - Fugue on the National Anthem. A simple round such as "Row, Row, Row
Your Boat" could be called a fugue for children. In this fugue, also by Beadermann, various
parts seem to flee from and chase each other in an intricate dance. In this organ piece, that
means the melody is introduced by my right hand, followed by my left hand, followed by my
feet. After the melody has been heard, it runs away from the next part, which takes up the
same theme and sets off in pursuit. While this organ fugue is relatively brief, a true fugue can
be long and extremely complex, kind of how I feel this July 4t week.

So I return to where I began, to “united”. Let us, Jesus’s church, be united in word and
deed around who he taught us is our neighbor. If life is not lived freely, without fear, by our

“neighbor”, then a “more perfect union” eludes us still.

Resources: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/real-story-behind-star-spangled-banner-flag-inspired-national-
anthem-149220970/; https://www.ushistory.org/us/11b.asp#google vignette; https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/fugue; https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/founded-on-a-set-of-beliefs.html
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OUR RGPC FAMILY WELCOMES ANEW BUNDLE OF JOY!!

We are delighted to offer a warm Rosedale welcome to:

Cecelia Tam Johnson
Born on June 22"

Proud Parents Phil & Tracy Johnson and Grandparents Bruce &
Chris Johnson are very excited to welcome her to the family!

OUR RGPC FAMILY WELCOMES ANEW BUNDLE OF JOY!!

We are delighted to offer a warm Rosedale welcome to:

Felix Robert
Born on June 27"

Proud Grandmother Deirdre Hope is very excited to
welcome him to the family!
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JOIN US IN HONORING ANNIE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT DURING THE MONTH OF JULY

In January of 2000, Wail Bamieh, Jim Morisi, and Milton Zussman
purchased the Big Boy Restaurant located at 33427 Plymouth Road in Livonia.
In March of 2014, Jim and Wail decided to part with the Big Boy Restaurant
Group and start their own concept. Annie’s Family Restaurant and Bake Shoppe
officially opened its doors on March 8, 2014.

The name “Annie’s” was chosen to honor the legacy of Jim’s lovely wife
Annie, who passed away in 2000. Her famous recipes are still being used at the
restaurant today in most of their soups and home cooking.

Jim Morisi, a WWII hero, passed away at the age of 91 on July 3, 2014, just
months after Annie’s opened its doors. Milton Zussman passed away on August 8,
2022 at the age of 100.

Annie’s has proudly supported veterans and first responders for over 20
years. Each year on Veterans Day and Memorial Day, Annie’s gives 10% off
certificates to veterans and first responders.

Annie’s is a thriving Livonia business that is a labor of love and a true
celebration of Jim and Annie Morisi. If you look around the dining room, you will
see photos of a handsome sailor and his beautiful young lady on their wedding day
— that is Jim and Annie. Their presence is felt by all those at Annie’s through the
love, warmth, and exemplary service that is provided to all of their customers,
which Annie’s calls “The 3 Q’s” — quality cleanliness, food, and service.

We at Rosedale Gardens would like to recognize and thank everyone at
Annie’s for their unwavering support of our veterans and first responders. Well
done, good and faithful servants.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

SUNDAY, 7/5 PATRIOTIC SUNDAY

10:30 A.M.
10:30

Worship Service — Sanctuary
Sunday School — Rooms 200, 201, & 304

MONDAY, 7/6 OFFICE CLOSED

No Church Activities Scheduled

TUESDAY, 7/7

8:00 A.M. AA — Mies Park

10:00 Staff Meeting — Library

6:00 P.M. Faith & Fitness with Dave — FB Live
6:30 ORGHA Meeting — Room 202
WEDNESDAY, 7/8

10:00 A.M.  Prayer Group — Library

2:00 P.M. Faith & Fitness with Dave — Scout Room
7:00 Faith & Fitness with Dave — Scout Room
THURSDAY, 7/9

8:00 A.M. AA — Mies Park

6:30 P.M. Bonfire & Bible — Kate’s House
FRIDAY, 7/10

No Church Activities Scheduled

SATURDAY, 7/11

No Church Activities Scheduled

SUNDAY, 7/12

10:30 A.M.
10:30
11:30
12:00 P.M.

Worship Service — Sanctuary

Sunday School — Rooms 200, 201, & 304
Report Sunday Prep. — Youth Hall

Stephen Ministry Super. Meeting — Library

MONDAY, 7/13

No Church Activities Scheduled

CHAPEL FRIDAY SCHEDULE

Friday, July 17" we will hold Chapel
Friday in the Library from 12-1 p.m.
Join us for a service of prayer,
scripture, communion, and reflection.
All are welcome!

CELEBRATING A
MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY
THIS YEAR?

Please let the office know! We would
like to acknowledge those who have
been married 50 years or longer.

ARE YOU CELEBRATING A
BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH?

Please prayerfully consider
supporting our Endowment Fund by
giving one dollar for each year of
your age as a celebration of your
life and “giving back” for the
blessing of life. This week, we
would like to acknowledge Andrew
& Megan Barker, whose love for
this congregation was expressed
through a gift to The RGPC
Endowment Fund. The generosity
of these individuals has left a
permanent gift to us that will
continue to grow

and bear the fruit

of their faith not

only now, but

forevermore!
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28
29
30
31

JULY BIRTHDAYS

Lisa Adams, Monica Strzalkowski
Amanda Olson, Josephine Sather

Evelyn Sowerby, Dennis Witte

Paul Lumley, McKenna Shelide

Kelsey Burns, Paul Stevenson, John Webb
Judy Coleman, Lois Cummings

Amber Blackwell, Jarrett Kinville, Sophia
Olson, Ed Weber

Alyson Donker

Dylan Pierson

Victoria Smith

Maggie Benton, Micki Huysken, Nicole
Wirgau

Dax Roos

Deirdre Hope, Walker Simor, Judy Tomey
Sharon Kruppa

Stephanie Roos Cleland

Jim Sears

Kim KosinskKi

Julie Beadle, David Pierson

Rylie Burkitt

Sean Olson

Kara Bessolo

Elaine Davis, Margot McCormack

Kim Burkitt, Kinsley Grenan, Kayla Rougeau,

Nick Timmerman, Vicki Wonnacott
Martha Andridge, Barry Blumel, Bob
Campbell, Doug Cole, Myra Ebarb,
Doug Propst

David Conrad

Kathy Bell, Brian Dye, Sarah Roffi
Curtis Beadle

Rowan Beadle

* BOLDED text indicates 90+ birthdays
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JOIN OUR MANY
FACEBOOK GROUPS!

Go the Rosedale Facebook page,
under "more,” click on “groups”
and request to join!

"FAITH & FITNESS
WITH DAVE"

"BETTER TOGETHER"
"PRAYERS FOR POSSIBLE"

"MILITARY, FIRST
RESPONDERS AND FAMILIES"

"SELF LOVE, SELF CARE"
"GET ROOTED WITH RGPC"

Our Wireless Network!
RosedaleWifi
Password is Ourchurch
(please note that it is a zero
and not the letter “0”)
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ELECTRONIC GIVING AT RGPC! Simply use the QR code at right
to go directly to PushPay or text “rgpc” to 833-245-5153 (you’ll be sent
a message to access our PushPay page) where you can use your bank
account, debit card or credit card to securely give to Rosedale Gardens
Presbyterian Church. You can make a one-time gift or set up recurring
gifts. If you prefer to use your computer, please visit www.pushpay.com/
pay/rosedalegardens where you can use the same options to give to RGPC.
The Pushpay app is also available free from the Apple and Google stores.

OUR STAFF TEAM

MINISTRY
Kellie A. Whitlock — Pastor; kwhitlock@rosedalegardens.org..........ccccueeeerienieieesiiesne s ext. 118
Kate Mackie — Associate Pastor and Director of Youth Ministries;

kmackie@rosedalegardens.org ........cooveieeeniesie e ext. 112
Lisa Adams — Director of Children’s and Family Ministries;

ladams@rosedalegardens.Org; ....cccveeeeeiie s ext. 114
Brad Avis — Youth Ministries Coordinator; bavis1037@gmail.com.........ccccccevvriveinrnnn. 734-716-6247

Pam Johnson — Co-Director of Congregational Care; pjohnson@rosedalegardens.org. 734-658-6220
Doug Propst — Co-Director of Congregational Care; dpropst@rosedalegardens.org..... 734-742-6544

VOLUNTEER STAFF DIRECTORS
Kelly Bruce — Co-Director, Social Media Ministry; kelly2726 @sbcglobal.net
Dave Laycock (Sergeant Major, US Army - retired) — Director, Military & First

Responders Ministry; dlaycock@rosedalegardens.org .................. 734-765-5595
Lorraine Paffenroth — Director, Stephen Ministries;

stephenministry@rosedalegardens.org..........cccccceeveeveeieeieesieennnn 734-455-8213
Dakota Roos — Co-Director, Social Media Ministry; sunflowerproductionsl@gmail.com

MUSIC

Jason Elstone — Co-Director, Adult Bells

Pam Gunderson — Co-Director, Adult Bells

Sandra Main-Niemisto — Coordinator of Music/Organist/Accompanist;
sandramain21@gmail.CoM.......ccouiiiiiieiieiee e ext. 115

ADMINISTRATIVE

Brian Grace — Church Maintenance/Caretaker

Gretchen Hocking — Kitchen Coordinator

Kim Lubig — Financial Secretary; klubig@rosedalegardens.org...........cccevvevieevvereeseeieesnennn ext. 111

Kathy Marzolf — Wedding Coordinator

Chloe St. John — Nursery Staff

Julie Timmerman — Nursery Staff

Morgan Tressler — Administrative Coordinator; officergpc@yahoo.com ..........cccccceveeieennne ext. 110
Office Hours: Monday - Friday from 8 AM - 4 PM

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT:

At Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church, we strive to be a Christ-like, faithful
and inclusive church family. We welcome the full participation of all people of any
ability, age, gender, race, ethnicity or sexual orientation. We commit ourselves to

following Jesus by cultivating mission, inclusion and community




