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A      31, 2025

By the loving grace of Jesus Christ working in us, we are a people who practice 
welcoming relationships and caring service to the glory of God.  

RGPC: The Mission Station

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT: 
At Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church, we strive to be a Christ-like, faithful and inclusive church  

family. We welcome the full participation of all people of any ability, age, gender, race, ethnicity or sexual 
orientation. We commit ourselves to following Jesus by cultivating mission, inclusion and community. 
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August 31, 2025 Welcome to Worship! 10:30 a.m.

* = C                               , as able
Large print bulletins and hearing assist devices are available – please see an usher.

Please sign the Friendship Pad as it is passed to you, noting the names of those who are 
worshipping around you so you may greet them when the Service has ended.

P               all cell phones and use this time to quietly prepare for Worship.

Hymns will be lead this week by John Niemisto

NURSERY (infants and toddlers) – Room 201 (Main Level)
Today, our service is Family Worship – Children will return to 

their families following the Children’s Worship Time.
Worship boards, books, and children’s Bibles are available for children to use

during the service. These are in the Children’s Welcome Center.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP TIME
Jesus loves you.
Jesus loves ME!

You are a child of God.
I am a child of God!

Jesus made a promise to be with you no matter what!
Jesus IS always with ME! He’s so awesome!

THANK YOU, TEACHERS by Rype.tv

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever, Amen.

(At this time the children are invited to return to sit with their families.)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRELUDE “Fanfare for the Common Man” by Aaron Copland
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*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 103) Liturgist: Pam Gunderson
With all that is within us, let us bless the Lord.
For it is the Lord who forgives us and brings us to wholeness.
It is the Lord who lifts us up and provides us with steadfast love and mercy.
Using all that is within us, let us give praise and thanksgiving to our faithful 

God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us.

*HYMN #182 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”

*THE CALL TO CONFESSION
When we keep our faults and failures locked safely away, we have no need to 
confess.
But God comes into our hearts when we least expect it, so we can be filled 
with forgiveness, hope, and peace.
Please join me as we pray, saying,

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
God of empty tombs and empty people, when we hesitate to speak of your 
hope, forgive us, and give us voice. When it becomes difficult to love 
ourselves and others, forgive us we humbly pray, and give us new
compassion. When we want to stand with the high and mighty, forgive us, 
and have us serve the poor and oppressed. When we choose to stay locked 
behind our fears and doubts, forgive us, and send us out to share your 
grace. Loving God, break open our hardened hearts. Pour in your word of 
new life, knead us like bread, and shape us in your image. May we be your 
joy-filled and lively people!

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Christ comes into the locked rooms of our faults,
and gifts us with grace and hope.
Christ comes to fill us with peace,
that we may proclaim the good news of forgiveness.
Thanks be to God.
Christ has come to us. Amen.

*RESPONSE (Hymn #447)
We are forgiven. We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
[Repeat]
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SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 18:21-22 (NT. Pg. 20)

SIGNS OF FORGIVENESS by shannonriver916

SCRIPTURE OF THE DAY (Unison)   Ephesians 4:31-32 (NT. Pg. 194)
“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 

from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, compassionate, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”

SUMMER SERMON SERIES: “Come to Jesus”

SERMON “Forgiving What You Can’t Forget”
Pastor Kellie Whitlock

SPECIAL MUSIC  “All We Like Sheep Have Gone Astray” by David Smither
Pianist: Martha Andridge

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND GIFTS
AN INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

During the Invitation to Generosity, if you wish to make an offering to the church, 
you may give electronically by texting "rgpc" to 833-245-5153 or using the QR Code 
on the back page of the bulletin, or by placing your offering in the black Offering Box 

located in the Narthex or outside the Chapel.

*DOXOLOGY (Hymn #606)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;

Praise God, and Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #295 “Go to the World”

*BENEDICTION
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*SENDING RESPONSE
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment

In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me!

*PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.           And also with you.

The congregation is now invited to share 
signs of Christ’s peace as worship concludes.

*POSTLUDE “Awesome God” by Rich Mullens
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SERVING AND GROWING TOGETHER

WELCOME – PLEASE FEEL AT HOME HERE! We’re glad you’ve chosen to set aside this hour to 
praise God in worship, and are delighted to have you at Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church! 

It is our hope that you will be uplifted spiritually by our worship and that you will join us often. 
Please stop by the Welcome Center located in the foyer to receive a Welcome Gift. Ushers and 
greeters are available for information, large print bulletins or assistance. If you need a hearing 

assistance device, please go to the Welcome Center. If you are a member of another congregation, 
please offer our greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ when you return. If you are not 
currently part of another church congregation, we hope you will consider making Rosedale  

Gardens Presbyterian Church your church home, simply speak with our pastoral staff.

UPCOMING DATES OF SPECIAL INTEREST————————–—
SEPTEMBER — NOVEMBER

Sept. 1 Labor Day Holiday, Office Closed 
Sept. 7 Rally Sunday 

Student Sunday School 
Sept. 14 Communion 
Sept. 21 Baptism / Ordination & Installation of Officers 

Relay for Hope
Sept. 24 Men’s Club Meeting
Sept. 28 Super Sunday 
Oct. 5 New Member Class 

World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 22 Men’s Club Meeting 
Oct. 26 Reformation Sunday 
Nov. 2 All Saints Sunday 
Nov. 9 Veteran’s Day Sunday 
Nov. 16 Family Worship 
Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Sunday 
Nov. 30 First Sunday in Advent 

SERVING TODAY——————————————–————
Sunday Secretary: Joyce Gunderson 
Ushers: Beverly Hertenstein & Rick Hannah 
Welcome Desk: Gretchen Hocking 
Online Greeter: Janette Poe
Worship Arts: Sean Olson & Jason Bowes 
Sound System: Brad Bevak 
Huddle: Lois Keefer & Brad Beney 
Coffee Hour: Church & Society 
Rosie Drivers: Ron Bruce & Doug Andridge 
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MEMBERS WHO ARE GRIEVING: The family and friends of 
Scott Yamazaki.

MEMBERS IN NEED OF PRAYER: Dyche Anderson, Megan 
Barker, Abby Bennett, Linda Blumel, Susan Cohl, Judy Coleman, Lois 
Cummings, Larry Dye, Katherine Dyer, Rose Eickhoff, Mary Ann Falardeau,
Debbie Fawkes, Dave Garcia, Jerry Gibbons, Anne Hartsell, Deirdre Hope, Joyce Jewell, Beverly 
Johnston, Judy Johnston, Mary Kennedy, Dave Lumley, Charlene Mazeppa, Margot McCormack, 
Donald McLean, Sadikifu Motiryo, Stafford Nelson, Karen Perry, Jan Prentice, Jenny Root, William 
Sather, Julie Seiter, Alice Steffe, Mason Taylor, Diane Trupiano, Ella Warrick, Kellie Whitlock, 
Macaylah Whitlock, Marc Whitlock, Vicki Wonnacott, Barb Yamazaki, Ed Yopek.

OUR EXTENDED CIRCLE OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS: (This listing will be cleared and 
renewed on the first Sunday of each month. Names can be added at any time, but if you wish to 
have someone continued into the following month, please contact the Church Office.)

 Michael Bingham, husband of Marilyn Bingham
 Ryan Case, son of Shirley Lande
 Rev. Dr. Darcy Crain, former member & friend of Rosedale
 Katie Dooley, neighbor and friend of Marty Blank
 Angela Grabowski, friend of Alyson Donker
 Ken Janis, friends of Diane & Guy Trupiano
 Brendan Jopek, neighbor of Barbara Malburg
 Mike Kalasz, friend of Tracey Conrad
 The family of Patsy Peterson Kortegast, cousin of Dyche Anderson
 Bill Kuykendall, brother of the late Jim Kuykendall
 Friends & family of Shirley Lande: Ryan, Zaven, Elaine & Bob, Carolyn, Dorothy & her mom
 Family of Carol Landry, cousin of Marty & Veronica Blank
 Marie Maier - Mom of Ann Maier & Michelle Ward
 Kevin McGee, son of Marlene McGee
 Larry & Karin McGivern, parents of Pastor Kellie Whitlock
 Brooke Murphy, friend of Dakota Roos
 The family of Juliet Peterson, family of Dyche Anderson
 Janet Rogers, sister of Judy Bevak
 Tracy Rutter, friend of Robin Roos
 Family of Bruce Sanders, former RGPC member
 Sharon Schulte, friend of Vicki Szaal
 Justin Sholtz & Linda Waller, friends of Mary Kennedy
 Gordon Yamazaki, son of Barb & Scott Yamazaki
 Rev. Chang, PC(USA) missionary to the people of the Philippines
 Those Serving/Who Have Served Our Country in the Military and as First Responders
 Rosedale Military/First Responder/Serviceperson of the Month: Matt Wannacott

EACH WEEK WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
church member families, thanking God for them, and asking 
God to bless and guide them. We invite you to keep in your 
prayers: the (Larry) Dye, (Pam) Gunderson, Peterson, & 
Steffe families.
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RGPC KIDS
Family Worship Today!

Children will worship with their 
families in the sanctuary.
Worship Boards and activities will 
be available for kids to use during 
the service. Let's welcome our 
kiddos and worship our amazing 
God together!

RGPC FAMILIES!

SAVE THE DATE!
RGPC KIDS! RALLY DAY -
UNDER CONSTRUCTION!

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 7th

Don't miss a morning of
creative, building FUN! 

Come meet your teachers,
enjoy a yummy build your 
own breakfast, & show us 

your awesome building 
skills! Let's kick off the new 
school year together as we 

BUILD our LIVES on
JESUS!
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L       A         F    N       S    …
Would you like to join our team? As the school 
year comes to an end, we will be searching for a 
new caregiver to help lead our nursery ministry. This 
is a perfect opportunity for a high school student 
(junior or senior), 
or anyone who 

loves to share time with infants and toddlers. 
This paid position requires a 2-hour Sunday 
morning commitment. It's a perfect opportunity 
to develop important job skills and 
responsibility. 

If you know someone or are interested in 
joining our team, please contact Lisa Adams at 
ladams@rosedalegardens.org

Bible

A Back to School Prayer for all of our
teachers and students. Wishing you all
a happy and productive school year!

Loving God, please remind all
teachers and students that you are 
with them as they return to school. 
Give them delight, curiosity,
imagination, and patience as they 
learn together. Bring calm to their 
fears, worries, and frustrations.
Help them share your love and
compassion, and follow the way of 
Jesus in all that they do and say.
In the name of your son, Jesus, 
Amen.
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
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ATTENTION: 
ALL CHILDREN & YOUTH TEACHERS AND LEADERS!

A new background check is needed for all volunteers working with 
our children and youth. Please check your email for an invitation 
from “Universal Background” to complete this process. An email was 
sent with detailed information on how to complete the screening. If you 
have any questions, please contact Lisa Adams or Adam Hughes.
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RGPC… Where Have You Been Lately? 
Heading out on an awesome adventure? Don't forget to pack your RGPC 
shirts in your bags! We’d love to see where you’ve been! 

Whether you're exploring near or far, capture the moment 
and share it with us by sending it to Kelly Bruce 
(kelly2726@sbcglobal.net) and/or Morgan Tressler 
(officergpc@yahoo.com).#rgpcadventures

R      RGPC S     S       !
Pastor Kate Mackie, our Director of Youth 
Ministries, showed off her RGPC shirt while 
enjoying the gorgeous views of Bond Falls, 
located in Paulding in the Upper Peninsula, 
before setting off to explore Isle Royale. 
Thank you for sharing the beauty that is 
summertime in Northern Michigan with us!
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This Stephen Ministry 
congregational course is fast-
paced, interactive, inspiring, 
enlightening, & transforming. 
You will have the opportunity 
to work in small groups &
independently, with lecture 
built in - just enough to not be 
boring! For those who have 
registered for this class, please 
make a promise to yourself to 
attend all 4 sessions to receive 
the full benefit of the course!
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Your 
Community

Your 
Passion

Your 
Mission
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LIVONIA'S GOOD OLD FASHIONED
NEIGHBORHOOD CORN ROAST

September 7th marks our 8th year representing RGPC, and we need your
assistance! This community event brings together organizations from across
Livonia to showcase their services to our neighbors.

If you enjoy meeting new people,
talking about RGPC, and love corn
on the cob, we'd love to have you!

Sign-up sheets are available on the
board outside the church office.
Join for as long as you'd like!

Date: Sunday, September 7th

Time: Immediately after church - 3PM

Location: Bicentennial Park on
7 Mile Rd. at Wayne Rd.

Please wear your RGPC logo gear and
show Livonia how welcoming we are!

You are invited to the 2025 9/11 Ceremony, taking place on
Thursday, September 11th at the American Legion Post 32,

located at 9318 Newburgh Road, Livonia, MI 48150.

Contact Dave Laycock at delaycock@yahoo.com / 734-765-5595 
with any questions or for tickets.

9/11 Ceremony
Tickets are $25.00 per person & include:
Police Officer & Firefighter of the Year 
Presentation, Honor Guard Presentation, 

Guest Speakers, & Dinner.
Cash Bar Opens at 5:00 PM

Ceremony at 6:00 PM
Dinner to follow.
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What’s Growing Around RGPC? 

V       G     !! Our vegetable garden has produced quite 
the bountiful harvest so far this summer (top right)! We expect this 
to continue into the fall with our garden showing no signs of 
stopping anytime soon. Our Memorial Garden continues to produce 
pounds upon pounds of succulent tomatoes (bottom right), while 
our greenhouse garden yields fragrant rosemary (top left), delicious 
green beans (bottom left), & multiple varieties of peppers (bottom 
middle). Thank you to all of the volunteers who are helping tend 

  to the garden this year!



20



21

JOIN US IN HONORING OUR

FIRST RESPONDER OF THE MONTH

We are recognizing Matthew Wonnacott, 
Lieutenant, Dearborn Fire Department.

Matthew Wonnacott was born in 1980 and lived with 
his parents, Dave and Vicki Wonnacott, in Livonia. His 
younger brother Andrew came along five years later. The family moved to 
Northville when Matthew was ten, where he spent the remaining years growing 
up. He graduated from Northville High and attended Central Michigan 
University, graduating with a business degree.

After graduation, Matthew spent a few years working for a large construction 
company but did not feel he was fulfilling what he wanted to accomplish. In 
2008, Matt decided to join the Fire Academy at Schoolcraft College. He 
graduated with honors and then went on for two years of Paramedic training.

Matthew joined the Northville Fire Department in 2008 as a “paid on call”
firefighter. He was then hired in Novi as a full-time firefighter for two years, then 
was offered a position in Plymouth Township. After two years, he and others were 
laid off due to budget cuts.

The next two years were difficult, but he was then hired by Dearborn Fire in 
2011. Dearborn Fire is considered one of the best departments in the state. Over 
the next fourteen years, Matthew served as Fire Fighter, then promoted to Fire 
Fighter 2, then to Fire Engineer, and was 
recently promoted to Lieutenant.

Matthew and his brother are owners of an 
Airbnb in Houghton Lake. He also has a 
second job on his days off for a medical supply 
company, supplying and training patients in 
their home or hospital with heart monitor vests.

Married 2 1/2 years to his wife Zeinab, they are 
parents to a very busy 18 month old son named 
Eli. Their family, as well as his brother Andrew, 
all live within a few blocks of Dave and Vicki 
(great for babysitting purposes).

Matthew continues to proudly serve the 
Dearborn community. We at Rosedale Gardens 
would like to recognize and honor Matthew’s 
contribution to the safety and security of this 
community. On behalf of the citizens of 
Dearborn, we thank Matthew for his dedicated 
and honorable service. Well done, good and 
faithful servant.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

SUNDAY, 08/31    LABOR DAY SUNDAY
10:30 A.M. Family Worship Service

(NO Sunday School)

MONDAY, 09/01
         LABOR DAY HOLIDAY—CHURCH IS CLOSED

TUESDAY, 09/02
8:00 A.M. AA – Youth Hall
10:00 Staff Meeting – Library
6:00 P.M. Faith & Fitness with Dave – FB Live
6:55 Take 5 – Chapel
7:00 CE Meeting – Library
7:00 Deacons Meeting – Youth Hall
7:00 Boy Scouts #270 – Scout Room

WEDNESDAY, 09/03
10:00 AM Prayer Group – Library
2:00 P.M. Faith & Fitness with Dave – Scout Room
5:30 Yoga Class – Scout Room
6:00 LCT Auditions – Fellowship Hall
6:55 Take 5 – Chapel
7:00 C&S Meeting – BumbleBee Room
7:00 W&M Meeting – Youth Hall
7:00 Faith & Fitness with Dave – Scout Room

THURSDAY, 09/04
8:00 A.M. AA – Youth Hall
6:00 LCT Auditions – Fellowship Hall
6:00 Picnic for Music Makers – Kathy & Dyche 

Anderson’s House

FRIDAY, 09/05
No Church Activities Scheduled

SATURDAY, 09/06
10:00 Music Reading Session – Sanctuary

SUNDAY, 09/07    RALLY SUNDAY
10:00 A.M. Livonia Corn Roast – Bicentennial Park
10:30 Worship Service
10:30 Rally Sunday Sunday School – Fellowship 

Hall
10:30 Youth Sunday School – Youth Hall

MONDAY, 09/08
6:30 P.M. Spiritual Gifts Class – Youth Hall

CHAPEL FRIDAY SCHEDULE

Every 3rd Friday of the month, we will 
hold Chapel Friday in the LIBRARY 

from 12-1:00 p.m. Join us for a service 
of prayer, scripture, communion, and 

reflection. All are welcome!

CELEBRATING A 
MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY 

THIS YEAR? 

Please let the office know! We would 
like to acknowledge those who have 

been married 50 years or longer.

ARE YOU CELEBRATING A 
BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH? 

Please prayerfully consider 
supporting our Endowment Fund by 
giving one dollar for each year of 
your age as a celebration of your 
life and “giving back” for the 
blessing of life. This week, we 
would like to acknowledge Roberta 
Palmer, whose love for this 
congregation was expressed through 
a gift to The RGPC Endowment 
Fund. The generosity of these 
individuals has left a permanent gift 
to us that will continue to grow and 
bear the fruit of 
their faith not only 
now, but 
forevermore!
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

31 Diane Frey

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Carol Briner, David Fitch, Joan Johnson
2 Linda Blumel, Paul Johnson
3 Megan Barker, John Lovasz
4 Bill Fife, Jennifer Young
5 Judy Culler, Bill Irvine
6 Sue Cole, Janis Prentice
7 Mark Adams
8 Chelsey Yoder
9 Walter Kosinski
10 Barbara Mikulski
12 Nolan Conrad, Sharon Fischer, Marnie

Kolinski
13 Jeff Marzolf
15 Michael Bieganski, Richard Porteous
16 Sheila Folsom, Ian Holtzman
17 Beckham Bessolo
18 Kelly Bruce, Lonni Schultz, Everette

Timmerman
22 C Benton, Jamie Vasko
23 Sharon Garcia
24 Gary Fawkes, Alexander Harrison, Roy

Sequin
25 Janel Kooienga, Alison Taylor
26 Ashlyn Johnson, Jan Myers, Zack Shaver
27 Bennett Squire
30 Gretchen Hocking, Joyce Jewell

* BOLDED text indicates 90+ birthdays

CCLI# 1636329
CVLI# 505452681

JOIN OUR MANY 
FACEBOOK GROUPS!

Go the Rosedale Facebook page, 
under “more,” click on “groups” 

and request to join! 

“FAITH & FITNESS 
WITH DAVE” 

“BETTER TOGETHER” 

“PRAYERS FOR POSSIBLE”

“MILITARY, FIRST 
RESPONDERS AND FAMILIES”

“SELF LOVE, SELF CARE”

“GET ROOTED WITH RGPC”

Our Wireless Network! 
RosedaleWifi 

Password is 0urchurch 
(please note that it is a zero 

and not the letter “O”) 
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OUR STAFF TEAM
MINISTRY
Kellie A. Whitlock – Pastor; kwhitlock@rosedalegardens.org .................................................. ext. 118
Kate Mackie – Associate Pastor and Director of Youth Ministries;

kmackie@rosedalegardens.org ................................................................. ext. 112
Lisa Adams – Director of Children’s and Family Ministries; 

ladams@rosedalegardens.org; ................................................................. ext. 114
Brad Avis – Youth Ministries Coordinator; bavis1037@gmail.com ................................ 734-716-6247
Pam Johnson – Co-Director of Congregational Care; pjohnson@rosedalegardens.org . 734-658-6220
Doug Propst – Co-Director of Congregational Care; dpropst@rosedalegardens.org ..... 734-742-6544

VOLUNTEER STAFF DIRECTORS
Kelly Bruce – Co-Director, Social Media Ministry; kelly2726@sbcglobal.net
Dave Laycock (Sergeant Major, US Army - retired) – Director, Military & First 

Responders Ministry; dlaycock@rosedalegardens.org .................. 734-765-5595
Lorraine Paffenroth – Director, Stephen Ministries; 

stephenministry@rosedalegardens.org ........................................... 734-455-8213
Dakota Roos – Co-Director, Social Media Ministry; sunflowerproductions1@gmail.com

MUSIC
Jason Elstone – Co-Director, Adult Bells
Pam Gunderson – Co-Director, Adult Bells
Sandra Main-Niemisto – Coordinator of Music/Organist/Accompanist;

sandramain21@gmail.com........................................................................ ext. 115

ADMINISTRATIVE
Addison Bell – Nursery Staff
Brian Grace – Church Maintenance/Caretaker
Gretchen Hocking – Kitchen Coordinator
Kim Lubig – Financial Secretary; klubig@rosedalegardens.org ............................................... ext. 111
Kathy Marzolf – Wedding Coordinator 
Lindsay Peterson – Nursery Staff
Morgan Tressler – Administrative Coordinator; officergpc@yahoo.com ................................ ext. 110

Office Hours: Monday - Friday from 8 AM - 4 PM
Maliya Wyatt – Nursery Staff

ELECTRONIC GIVING AT RGPC! Simply use the QR code at right 
to go directly to PushPay or text “rgpc” to 833-245-5153 (you’ll be sent 
a message to access our PushPay page) where you can use your bank 
account, debit card or credit card to securely give to Rosedale Gardens 
Presbyterian Church. You can make a one-time gift or set up recurring 
gifts. If you prefer to use your computer, please visit www.pushpay.com/
pay/rosedalegardens where you can use the same options to give to RGPC. 
The Pushpay app is also available free from the Apple and Google stores.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT: 
At Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian Church, we strive to be a Christ-like, faithful 

and inclusive church family. We welcome the full participation of all people of any 
ability, age, gender, race, ethnicity or sexual orientation. We commit ourselves to 

following Jesus by cultivating mission, inclusion and community 


