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What powers your passion to pledge at UPC? 
 
I moved to Austin almost three years ago in January 2015.   
Upon moving here, I visited several Presbyterian churches and 
returned to UPC often.  It was Rev. San Williams’ thought provoking 
sermons and the inspirational music by our talented choir that led  
to return visits.  I also found the church’s website helpful especially  
the testimonies of other members that were posted there.   
 
I felt welcome each time I returned and knew that I would join this 
church.  I soon learned that Rev. San Williams was about to retire but it 
was not a concern for me.  UPC’s location so close to the university, its strong footprint in a variety  
of ministries in the community, UPLift and the Micah 6 food pantry were all factors that made me feel 
at home. I knew this was the right church for me, it would be a good transition from my church,  
the First Presbyterian Church, located in Lawrence, a university town in Kansas.  
 
Two months later in March 2015, I became a member of UPC, a mere fingerprint in the new chapter 
the church was about to write.  Exactly two years later, in March 2017, Matt, Sara, and Charlie arrived.  
I remember the excitement at UPC as we learned more about Matt and his family and our collective 
anticipation to finally meet them.  As we embark upon writing the next chapter, I trust that you too 
celebrate with gratitude the remarkable, strong and talented faith leaders God has placed at UPC to 
lead us in that effort.  Thank you Matt, Krystal, and John.   
 
Today I want to take a minute to share with you what this church means to me.  
Like many of you, my Sunday morning starts at UPC where I can listen for God's word so thought 
provokingly delivered by Matt, John, or Krystal. The music is always uplifting and glorious, thanks  
to our talented musicians and our dedicated choir.  And then there is the moment for the younger 
church, lovingly hosted by one of our pastors, that adds so richly to the service.  
 
UPC offers numerous opportunities to contribute my time, treasure or any talent I may have  
through service on committees, session and in the community and I truly feel blessed to be able  
to do so.  On that Sunday in March 2015 when I became a member of UPC, I joined several church 
family members in CROP Walk that afternoon.  I now serve as a ruling elder and I also serve on the 
Stewardship Committee.  
  
The Micah 6 food pantry in the basement below us allows me to join several volunteers on Saturday 
mornings to assist those who need food. The volunteers come from various churches and other 
volunteer groups, as well as UT students. The new director of Micah 6 Pantry Barry Smith, an ordained 
minister, usually leads us in prayer after we introduce ourselves to each other and before we start to 
work. A few Saturdays ago, Barry asked if anyone else would like to lead us in prayer, and after a few 
awkward seconds a young female volunteer who introduced herself as a Muslim, said, “This is my first 
time here. I don’t know how to do it, but I want to say the prayer.” We all held hands as she prayed.  
 
  



She said thanks for the opportunity to serve alongside others, she prayed for the people we were 
about to serve and for the volunteers who came to serve.  I had goosebumps as I listened to her pray.   
I could not help but wonder if she felt safe in our church building because of the banner on our 
building. Have you noticed the banner that has been hanging there for more than a year? “Honor God 
– say no to anti-Muslim bigotry.”  I felt hopeful and especially grateful to be a member of UPC. That 
banner signifies UPC’s commitment to continue to write new chapters.    
 
UPC has a long history and a deep footprint in the community and in the larger church. I invite you to 
think of ways that UPC matters to you, what makes you a grateful member of UPC or what ministries 
have made an impact in your life.  If you were asked to share your story, what would your story be?   
 
During this season of thanksgiving, I hope that you will reflect on what powers your passion to be a 
member at UPC, to participate here and to pledge here.  
 
Prayer: O Lord, help us demonstrate our love for you in the ways we treat the church of which we are a 
member. 
 


