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University Presbyterian Church (UPC) in Austin, Texas, a congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), is an open, inclusive church, welcoming members of all races, ethnicities, sexual 
orientations, and political affiliations.  

Given the heated political rhetoric of recent weeks and months, UPC wishes to reaffirm the 
language of the Belhar Confession, adopted by the PC(USA) in 2016. Particularly we reaffirm: 

• “That Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of 
believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 

• “That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that 
through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must 
continually be built up to attain; 

• “That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already 
conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no place 
in the church and must be resisted; 

• “That this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of 
ways; in that we love one another; that we experience, practice and pursue community 
with one another; that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of 
benefit and blessing to one another; 

• “That we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind; have one God 
and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread 
and drink of one cup, confess one name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, 
and share one hope;  

• “That we suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray together; together 
serve God in this world; and together fight against all which may threaten or hinder this 
unity.” 

We also re-affirm key rejections embedded in the Belhar Confession, in particular: 

• “We reject any doctrine which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sinful separation 
of people in such a way that this absolutization hinders or breaks the visible and active 
unity of the church; 

• “We reject any ideology which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine 
which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel.” 

In the spirit of Belhar, the Session of UPC rejects all rhetoric and every action — political and 
otherwise — that hinder the reconciling work of the Spirit for the visible unity of God’s diverse 
people. 


