
OUR UPC story 

When we were asked to do a stewardship minute for mission, my immediate response 

was thanks, but no thanks. I’m not good at asking people for money. But I was assured 

that all I really needed to do was tell you a little about our history here at UPC, what 

inspires me or motivates me, what my hopes are for UPC, and oh yeah, how to get you 

to contribute by making a financial pledge. I figured the first parts were easy, and I could 

get Melinda to do that part about money. So when we first came here in the late 80’s, 

we were greeted warmly at the door, and then when I saw the preacher and heard his 

name, I realized that I had gone to high school with him in Amarillo. After church, out in 

the courtyard, I saw a man that I recognized as a former state senator from Amarillo 

who, with his wife,  had come to give a political talk to me and some of my friends 17 

years earlier in college. Over the next few years, I found several more people here at 

UPC that had Amarillo connections; well some of them were from Borger, or Pampa, or 

Canadian, but all their roads lead through Amarillo. I think I determined that UPC was 

partly responsible for a popular bumper sticker of the day. It read, “Would the last 

person leaving Amarillo please turn out the lights?” 

When Marvin and I met years ago I was a single mom who went to church and he 

was a lapsed Methodist. When we married he agreed to go to church with me and 

to bring me coffee in bed every day. Marvin has honored the church part of the 

bargain but we’re still working on the coffee.  29 years ago we began looking for a 

church with a good Sunday school program for our children.   Our search ended 

the day we visited UPC –  3 year old Rachel went to Virginia and Joe Gates’ class, 

one year old Sam went to Mr. Bob’s class.  As we were on our way to get coffee I 
ran into an old friend from high school who told us we should try the adult 

Sunday School classes, we did, and we never looked back.  Throughout the years 

all our family has benefited from the many educational opportunities offered here 

–Sunday school, the Mo Ranch All church retreat, Vacation Bible school, youth 

retreats, the Womens’ and the Men’s Retreats, the summer Supper and 

Substance Programs, the womens’ circles – just to name a few.  

So, we got what we were looking for and so much more – welcoming and vibrant 

worship, a loving church community, many opportunities to participate in the life 

of the church, and to serve and to be served –  for me as deacon, elder, singing in 



worship, THE MLK Celebration, and fundraisers with A Gracious Plenty, Border 

Mission trips, as an UPLift volunteer, and on the Christian Formation Committee 

helping to plan and facilitate the Faith and Life class. AND FOR ME as an usher, an 

elder, a member of the Hard Knox tennis team and a sometimes volunteer to 

many of the service opportunities available here.  

  So what inspires or motivates us here at UPC?  In a word (or two or three): 

Education as Melinda said, but also  friends and service.  Over the years Melinda 

and I have made close friends here at UPC, we have shared and supported each 

other through times of loss and times of great joy, and in ways UPC has truly 

become our extended family. So our UPC family and the service opportunities 

have really rooted us here. Each week UPC provides food and financial assistance 

to many less fortunate individuals at UpLift and Micah 6. There are a dedicated 

core of volunteers who come to help at those two programs every Tuesday, 

Thursday and Saturday. Every three months, about 25 - 30 UPC members 

volunteer to feed, visit with, and spend the night with homeless families as part of 

the Interfaith Hospitality Network. Each year, a dedicated group from our 

congregation stands here in the front of the church to be commissioned to go 

help build houses in the colonias in Mexico along the Rio Grande River. I 
remember a few years ago there were 75 members who went on that trip. That 

was almost too many for Jefe to corral at one time, but it was fun, and more than 

that, meaningful. If any of this intrigues you, please look up someone on the 

Service committee and ask about all their service projects. 

Now our almost two year old grandson James is starting down the UPC Sunday 

School path. So this notion of continuing UPC’s story is particularly personal for 

us.  As we have been given so much at UPC we in turn give  -  to support the 

worship, the education, and the service and mission of this church that we love so 

that it will continue for James’ generation and other generations to come.  In 

gratitude we invite you all to join in committing to UPC’s next chapter by making 

your generous pledge. 


