
The Spanish word for cow is vaca (BAH-kah), and 
the men who örst herded cows in North America
called themselves vequeros (bah-KAIR-ohs). Hundreds
of years ago in Mexico, vaqueros were the earliest
cowboys. These expert workers invented tools and
techniques  that American cowboys would use in
KKansas years later!

Cows and horses örst came to the Americas on 
Christopher Columbus’ ships. Spanish settlers 
in the 1500s brought even more livestock to their new 
homes on the wide-open, grassy plains of Mexico. 
Cattle owners moved to settle other areas of Mexico, 
taking their cow herders with them.
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