
LEAVE A LEGACY TO THE FUTURE

K E N T  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A R Y

Read. Learn. Imagine.



In 1915, a group of book-loving Kent residents established a free 
library for the benefit of the town. Groundbreaking took place in 
1922, and the Kent Memorial Library opened its doors in 1925, with 
a name commemorating the veterans of World War I. 

Over the years, the Library has dedicated itself to supporting reading 
and life-long learning for the entire community of all ages, young 
families, the elderly and local businesses, bringing together full-
time and part-time residents and attracting visitors to the town.  As 
we near the centennial of the Library’s founding, we are seeking to 
build funds and increase its endowment to sustain the KML into its 
second century. 

Kent Memorial Library: 
Leave a Legacy to the Future

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Library in 1921.  Fr. Sill, 
from Kent School, is addressing the group gathered before the 

first shovel is used.  The train station can be seen to the right.
Photo was taken by Anne H. Chapin and 

courtesy of the Kent Historical Society.



The Town of Kent currently makes an annual grant to the 
Library that covers about ⅓ of its operating expenses.  We 
make up the rest through the generosity of the community 
and fundraisers such as the book sale, car raffle and the 
Spring Benefit. But these activities aren’t enough. Keeping 
the Library  beautiful and safe, while offering programs for 
every age group from babies to seniors, takes money beyond 
our operating budget. 

Caring for the Present -
Planning for the Future



Your gift will help pay for more than just books.  You can 
help fund the wonderful programs and services the Library 
provides.  The board, staff and volunteers are dedicated to 
fulfill the Library’s mission: ”Read. Learn. Imagine”.  Please 
consider helping our effort to protect the Library’s legacy 
into the future.

The Library Provides
• Free Wi-Fi and computer access
• Document and digital media services for local   
 businesses
• Fascinating presentations on health, nature and   
 local history, adult reading groups, technology   
 support and training workshops, art exhibits 
• Extensive programs for children, including   
 summer library camp  

• and so much more.



We gratefully acknowledge a bequest from the estate of 
Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Jordan.  According to estate executor Richard 
Barber, Liz Jordan was pleased to leave a legacy to the Kent 
Memorial Library to honor her longtime involvement in civic 
activities in the Kent community, her career in publishing and 
commitment to supporting free public libraries as a pillar of a 
democratic society.

Robert Markowitz, a retired insurance/hospital executive, was a huge 
supporter of the Kent Memorial Library. He spent many hours 
selling chances for each summer’s sporty car, and he was the official 
unofficial photographer for all Library events. Bob loved to help and 
be a part of the yearly galas, lectures, and raffles, or any event with 
the “Kent Memorial Library” name on it.  He requested that after his 
death in February 2018, donations in his memory be sent to the Kent 
Memorial Library.  Bob’s wife Susan is still an active Library volunteer.



A gift today helps fund critical present needs like preserving and maintaining our historical 
buiding, investment in new technology and a robust schedule of programming for all ages. 

You may also wish to include KML in your will or living trust, or take advantage of other 
planned giving opportunities. Many of these options provide ongoing flexibility in your 
estate planning and the satisfaction of knowing your gift will have a long term impact on 
the work of the Library and benefit to the community. Consult your financial advisor about 
various options for supporting the Library and potential tax benefits. 

Different Ways to Give – 
Different Advantages



One of the easiest and most tax-efficient ways to give to the Kent Memorial 
Library is through an IRA, 401K or other retirement account.   Contact your 
financial advisor to determine if you are required to begin taking annual 
minimum distributions from your IRA account.  Generally, these distributions 
will be taxable income to you, but subject to certain limitations, IRA distributions 
can be given in whole or in part directly to the Library tax-free.  Check with your 
tax/financial advisor or simply contact your plan administrator for details on how 
to give your IRA distributions directly to the Library or to name the Library as 
a beneficiary of any retirement plan. And because retirement accounts can be a 
highly-taxed asset when part of your estate, naming the Library as a beneficiary 
of your retirement plan for a specific dollar amount or a percentage of the account 
is advantageous. Gifts/beneficiary designations can be made to:

The Kent Library Association, Inc.
Tax ID : 06-0787760

P.O. Box 127, Kent, CT 06757

Here’s How to Support the Library 
into Its Second Century

GIFTS FROM RETIREMENT PLANS



BEQUESTS
Include the Library in your will or trust. You can leave a specific dollar amount, a percentage 
of your estate, designate a remainder, or bequeath specific assets or property.

Gifts in memory of a loved one are a wonderful way to recognize that person’s love of learning 
and the Kent Memorial Library.  Donations to the KML can be suggested on tribute websites, 
in obituary notices or as part of funeral or memorial services.



You can support the Library now with a gift of cash, stocks 
or other securities or donate land, a house, art work or other 
personal property.

There are gift acceptance policies related to certain kinds of 
real property.  We will be happy to discuss this with you.

Name the Library as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy 
or make a gift of a paid-up policy. Other options include 
Charitable Remainder Trusts and Charitable Lead Trusts, 
which can provide income during your lifetime and other tax 
benefits.   

GIFTS OF CASH OR OTHER ASSETS

LIFE INSURANCE GIFTS AND OTHER OPTIONS



32 North Main Street 
P.O. Box 127 • Kent, CT 06757

Phone: 860-927-3761 
Fax: 860-927-1427

 email: kmlinfo@biblio.org

Want to Learn More? 
All donations should be designated to the Kent Library 
Association, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. For more 
information about the Library, please visit our website at 
www. kentmemoriallibrary.org.

kentmemoriallibrary.org 
Read. Learn. Imagine.

kentmemorial
l i b r a r y

The printing of this publication was paid for by a grant from the Edward W. Diskavich Fund, 
a fund of the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation, Inc.

• 44,600 people visited the Library.
• There were 28,350 items checked out of the Library.
• Over 9,200 people attended Library programs.
• Over 5,100  people used Library computers and Wi-Fi.

DID YOU KNOW? WE ARE A DESTINATION*

*2019 Data


