
Who is my neighbor?   

The answer to this question, asked by St. Thomas’s Parish, came from a partnership
with the Tarbiyah Islamic School in Newark.

This year especially, we have many neighbors in need. Tarbiyah has been diligently
feeding children since the pandemic closed schools where so many of our children,
facing food insecurity, received their meals. Tarbiyah now provides 5,000 -7,000 meals
to these children each day. They also reach out to families to help in other ways. With a
structure already established in the community, St Thomas’s asked how we could help
support their efforts.

We received a request for coats, hats, mittens as well as goody bags for children who
are living in shelters. We also discovered there was a great demand for diapers.  At first
it seemed that the needs were more than one church could handle, but St Thomas’s
parishioners were amazing.   

Parishioners were engaged at all levels.  A student created a poster announcing the
project and started a Sign-Up Genius.  All ages wanted to be involved- from filling the
goody bags to delivering our gifts to Tarbiyah.  Some Elves contributed money, other
coats, handmade hats and scarves, school supplies, and of course, candy canes. Christ
Memorial Episcopal Church in Danville, Pennsylvania has a diaper bank from which we
purchased multiple cases. A kind Elf even delivered them to Newark.  A local dentist
(certainly an Elf in disguise) provided toothbrushes at cost.

It took four cars to deliver everything: 40 new winter coats from sizes 2T-3X, 1100
diapers, 400 pull-ups, games, toys, and 50 goody bags- filled with pens, pencils, a
notebook, toothbrush, post-it notes, crayons, markers, candy as well as a stuffed
animal. 

There are so many needs that it is easy to feel overwhelmed, but each act to meet
them sparks joy in the givers as well as the receivers. We are blessed that we are able
to help our neighbors. We are blessed to learn how to depend on each other. We are
blessed to make new friends.

It wasn’t just a village; it was the community that brought this together. 
And we are grateful.


