
May 29, 2020 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
In this season of COVID-19, we have been focused on our parishes, on the nurture and care of their people and 
the continuation of their ministry.  We have new ways of doing corporate worship, and we have engaged in 
pastoral care, with compassion and love, even when we cannot be in the same physical space.   
 
Even as we are doing this, we are also mindful that the field for the mission and ministry of the parishes of the 
Episcopal Church in Delaware stretches far beyond its geographical boundaries.  Even as we seek the 
resources for doing the work of the Church in our own back yard, we know that there are places with need but 
few resources to meet that need. 
 
One of those places is Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza.  This hospital, part of the ministry of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Jerusalem, has served the people of Gaza since 1882.  This service has continued through wars, occupation, 
and now the menace of COVID-19.  Indeed, the World Health Organization has declared that the full impact of 
the pandemic in Gaza is yet to come.     
 
Ahli Arab Hospital is known as a “safe haven of peace and compassion” in the midst of the daily chaos in 
Gaza.  With the closure of many outpatient clinics, the pressure of demand for medical attention is only 
increasing.  Some of the services it provides as it ramps up for COID-19 are: 

• Free community clinic with transportation from outlying neighborhoods 
• Clinic for underweight and malnourished children 
• Physical and occupational therapy 
• Treatment for burn patients, primarily children 
• Psycho-social support for children and their caregivers who have suffered trauma from war and the 

depravations of the blockade 
• Surgery and in-patient care 
• Emergency services 

This year on the Day of Pentecost, the 31st of May, we urge the people of the Episcopal Church in Delaware to 
make a special offering for Ahli Arab Hospital and the thousands of people it serves.  We do so knowing the 
impact of COVID-19 in Delaware, and only imagining what that impact is going to be in impoverished and 
densely populated Gaza.  Please encourage participation on the coming Sundays of Easter.  Then, beginning 
with Pentecost, and continuing until the Second Sunday after Pentecost, receive the people’s offerings.  These 
offerings can be sent to the Episcopal Church in Delaware at 913 Wilson Road, Wilmington, Delaware, 19803.  
Please include a note indicating this is a Pentecost Offering.  Our joint offering will then be sent to the 
American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem for Ahli Arab Hospital. 
 
Please use this prayer leading up to the Pentecost Offering: 
 
O God of wholeness and healing, we lift up the staff and patients of the Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza. Strengthen and guide 
the Management and all the staff as they treat the poor and injured. Bless the patients who receive care with Your healing 
touch. Give us a renewed awareness of the blessing of health and grant us the courage to support the caregivers in their 
work. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
The Very Rev. William B. Lane 
   



 
Reaching out on Pentecost 2020 to Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza 

A witness of Solidarity from the Episcopal Church in Delaware 
 
 

 
 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry hands a 
toddler back to her mother while visiting 
a session for mothers and their young 
children at Al Ahli Arab Hospital in 
Gaza City. Jerusalem Archbishop Suheil 
Dawani is at right.  
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“Your generous support helps us to continue 
to be a beacon of light and hope to our 
devastated community. We are tired, but we 
cannot give up; there is much work still to 
do.” 

Suhaila Tarazi, Ahli Hospital Director 
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