
Fun Fact, The Net, July 6, 2022 

Question: Which diocesan priest served in several Wilmington churches while also 
maintaining his job with the city as supervisor and foreman in the construction of 
sewers and the laying of water pipes? 

Clue: He was born in England, came to Wilmington before the turn of the 20th century, 
and was not ordained until he was 56 years old. 

Answer: The Rev. William Homewood. was active as a layman at Grace Church. His 
devotion to the work resulted in his being persuaded to take up the ministry. He was 
ordained on June 6, 1909, by Bishop Kinsman, it being the new bishop’s first ordination 
in Delaware. Homewood served at Grace Church and St. James’, Newport, for several 
years, helped out at Calvary, Hillcrest, and was in charge at St. Matthew’s for some 
time, all the time maintaining his job with the city. Through his work in both 
professions, he became well known to members of the Episcopal Church in 
Wilmington. 

Source: The Episcopal Church in Delaware 1785-1954 by Charles A. Silliman 


