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				Secretary's Update
	[image: Secretary Bernhardt Signing the Final Regulations of the Endangered Species Act ]On Monday, August 12, Secretary David Bernhardt unveiled improvements to the implementing regulations of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) designed to increase transparency and effectiveness and bring the administration of ESA into the 21st century. The changes finalized by Interior’s U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Commerce’s National Marine Fisheries Service apply toESA sections 4 and 7. Section 4, among other things, deals with adding species to or removing species from ESA’s protections and designating critical habitat; section 7 covers consultations with other federal agencies.
 
“The best way to uphold the Endangered Species Act is to do everything we can to ensure it remains effective in achieving its ultimate goal—recovery of our rarest species. The Act’s effectiveness rests on clear, consistent and efficient implementation,” said Secretary Bernhardt. “An effectively administered Act ensures more resources can go where they will do the most good: on-the-ground conservation.”
 
You can listen to Secretary Bernhardt’s remarks from August 12, 2019 by clicking on the links provided here: Audio Clip 1; Audio Clip 2. 



Further, on Wednesday, August 14, Secretary Bernhardt signed Secretary’s Order 3375, Improving the Department of the Interior’s Ethics Programs through Consolidation. The Order doubles the number of career ethics officials hired at the Department since 2017 and restructures the ethics program by unifying 13 disparate Bureau programs into a centrally-managed office. The Order streamlines the reporting structure for ethics personnel, establishes the Departmental Ethics Office, and clarifies roles and responsibilities for the Department’s employees.

Lastly, Secretary Bernhardt traveled to Tuvalu to lead the U.S. delegation - comprised of senior officials from the White House, U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of Defense, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), the U.S. Coast Guard, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the U.S. Agency for International Development - at the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Leaders Session with Forum Dialogue Partners.
 
At the PIF, Secretary Bernhardt presented formal remarks on behalf of the United States to the Pacific Island leaders on issues of regional and global importance, including regional security cooperation, the global DPRK pressure campaign, resilience to environmental challenges, combating illegal fishing, and sustainable development. Additionally, the Secretary held multiple bilateral meetings with Pacific Island leaders.
 
"It is a privilege to lead the United States delegation as a Forum Dialogue Partner to meet with the Pacific Island leaders at the 50th Pacific Islands Forum in Tuvalu," said Secretary Bernhardt. “As President Trump emphasized in his recent meeting at the White House with the presidents of the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau, stability, security, and prosperity in the Pacific region is important to the United States and Pacific Island nations. Through the important historical relationships we have with the freely associated states, and ties in the Pacific through the U.S. territories, and the state of Hawai’i, the United States maintains its stance to support and respect Pacific Island nations in their efforts to protect their political and economic sovereignty.”
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				Trump Administration Improves the Implementing Regulations of the Endangered Species Act
 
In its more than 45-year history, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) has catalyzed countless conservation partnerships that have helped recover some of America’s most treasured animals and plants from the bald eagle to the American alligator. Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt unveiled improvements to the implementing regulations of the ESA designed to increase transparency and effectiveness and bring the administration of the Act into the 21st century.
 
 
 
Read more




		Interior Announces Access to 13,000 Acres Near Montana’s Lower Blackfoot River
 
Today, the Department of the Interior announced thousands of acres rich in recreation opportunities in the Lower Blackfoot River corridor will open to the public following the signing of a decision record yesterday by Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Nature Conservancy officials. The decision follows the publication of an Environmental Assessment and comment period that closed June 27, evaluating the impacts of acquiring the 13,000 acres of private land.
 
 
 
 
Read more




		DOI to Treat More Than 1.2M Acres this Wildfire Season, Resources Mobilized across the Nation
 
With peak wildfire activity predicted in the coming months, the Department of the Interior (DOI) has been working tirelessly to implement preventative measures to limit the size and scope of wildfires, treat current wildfires already underway, and protect wildfire-prone areas to best safeguard people and their communities. “As stewards of one-fifth of the country’s public lands, primarily in the West, we know that our ability to be prepared for wildfires and reduce their severity is paramount to protecting communities and saving lives,” said Secretary Bernhardt.
 
Read more












 
				Department of the Interior in the News
NESARC Applauds Improvements to ESA Implementation
Bringing Species Protection into the 21st Century
Endangered Species Act updates reflect county priorities
New Rules Mean Real-World Species Protection
Interior Department Doubles Staff in Ethics Office
Fisheries Survival Fund Supports Department of the Interior Commitment to Scientific Review of Wind Farm Projects
DeSantis doubles down on removing the Burmese python from South Florida
National Park System: An Economic Engine That Puts 10X Back Into US Economy
Dormant-season grazing eyed as tool in reducing fire risk
Steiben: Leavenworth County Commissioners go to Washington
Burgum, backers want Roosevelt library in national park
Interior Department Announces Revisions To Endangered Species Act
Advocate for West appointed acting head of Bureau of Land Management



		Department of the Interior on Social Media
@SecBernhardt: Under President Trump's leadership our economy continues to boom! Last week, I had the privilege to meet with outdoor recreation companies who are lending a helping hand in growing our economy and creating jobs.#PledgeToAmericasWorkers
@SecBernhardt: @POTUS is working hard to protect our world's plants and animals. The @USTradeRep's effort to combat illegal logging in Peru continues to benefit America's timber industry.https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/july/ustr-announces-enforcement-action …

@SecBernhardt: 10 things you didn’t know about @WrangellStENPS.
@SecBernhardt: I’m pleased to lead the U.S. delegation with officials from @WhiteHouse, @StateDept, @DeptofDefense, @INDOPACOM, @Interior, @USCG, @NOAA, and @USAID to participate at the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Session with Forum Dialogue Partners in Tuvalu.
@SecBernhardt: The best way to uphold the Endangered Species Act is to do everything we can to ensure it remains effective in achieving its ultimate goal — recovery of our rarest species. I look forward to a bright future for American conservation.https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/endangered-species-act
@SecBernhardt: Today, I unveiled improvements to the implementing regulations of the Endangered Species Act. In its more than 45-year history, the ESA has catalyzed countless conservation partnerships that have helped recover some of America’s most treasured animals and plants.
@SecBernhardt: I applaud the @USFWS’s effort to respect sovereignty and enhance the ability of federally recognized Tribes to engage in their spiritual, religious and cultural pursuits, while enhancing eagle conservation on these lands.https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=service-announces-landmark-revision-to-eagle-retention-policy-&_ID=36444 …
 











 
				ICYMI:
 
What They Are Saying – Endangered Species Act Announcement
To see more updates on what has been happening at the Department of the Interior, check out the latest “This Week at Interior” video updates:
1. This Week at Interior August 9, 2019
1. This Week at Interior August 16, 2019
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