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House and Senate panels will meet this week to examine the recently signed drought 
contingency plan for the Colorado River. 

The Bureau of Reclamation announced last week that the river's seven basin states 
had reached agreement on the DCP, which aims to make the river, which provides 
water for 40 million people, more resilient in the face of climate change and droughts. 

But for the DCP to be finalized, Congress must pass legislation authorizing its 
implementation. Arizona — one of the last states to sign on — made its participation 
contingent on the legislation. 

The agreement and proposed legislation have been sharply criticized by the river's 
largest single user, Southern California's Imperial Irrigation District. 



The Imperial Irrigation District refused to sign on to the DCP, seeking $200 million in 
federal funding for environmental mitigation at the Salton Sea, an ongoing 
environmental and public health disaster (Greenwire, March 20). 

The district has also said the proposed legislation contains language that would 
exempt Reclamation's implementation of the plan from environmental review 
(Greenwire, March 13). 

Two panels will dive into the plan this week. First, on Wednesday, the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water and Power will convene a hearing. 

The next day, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and 
Wildlife will hear from Reclamation Commissioner Brenda Burman and representatives 
of the seven basin states. 

Schedule: The Senate hearing is Wednesday, March 27, at 2:30 p.m. in 366 Dirksen. 

Witnesses: 

• Brenda Burman, commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation. 
• Tom Buschatzke, director, Arizona Department of Water Resources. 
• John Entsminger, general manager, Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
• Patrick Tyrrell, Wyoming state engineer. 

Schedule: The House hearing is Thursday, March 28, at 10 a.m. in 1324 Longworth. 

Witnesses: 

• Eric Millis, director, Utah Division of Water Resources. 
• Peter Nelson, chairman, Colorado River Board of California. 
• James Eklund, Colorado commissioner, Upper Colorado River Commission. 
• John D'Antonio, New Mexico state engineer. 
• Brenda Burman, commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation. 
• Tom Buschatzke, director, Arizona Department of Water Resources. 
• John Entsminger, general manager, Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
• Patrick Tyrrell, Wyoming state engineer. 
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