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ThiV VWRU\ ZaV XSdaWed ASUil 21.

PresidenW Biden's firsW major ZaWer sXppl\ crisis is Xnfolding in soXWhern Oregon, WesWing hoZ Whe adminisWraWion
Zill balance Whe needs of farmers, Wribes and endangered fish in Whe parched WesW.

AW leasW one irrigaWion disWricW in Whe KlamaWh RiYer Basin is keeping iWs canals open, direcWl\ disobe\ing BXreaX of
ReclamaWion orders Wo halW ZaWer deliYeries.

IrrigaWors sa\ Whe\ haYe a sWaWe righW Wo WhaW ZaWer, a conWenWion WhaW recenWl\ receiYed some sXpporW in a sWaWe
order.

LasW Zeek, ReclamaWion annoXnced one of Whe loZesW ZaWer deliYer\ allocaWions in Whe hisWor\ of Whe KlamaWh
ProjecW, raWWling farmers Zho Xse WhaW ZaWer Wo irrigaWe aboXW 230,000 acres of cropland.

La\ered on WhaW are WZo endangered species programs WhaW reqXire ZaWer for conserYaWion, one for a sXcker fish in
Whe lake from Zhich farmers pXll ZaWer and anoWher WhaW reqXires regXlaWors Wo send ZaWer doZnriYer for WhreaWened
salmon and Wo meeW Wribal obligaWions.

"The\ mighW come Wo loggerheads soon," said Dan Keppen of Whe Famil\ Farm Alliance, Zhich is based in
KlamaWh Falls, Ore. "IW's Whe same Whing WhaW happened in 2001."

ThaW \ear, Wensions beWZeen farmers and federal regXlaWors boiled oYer. ReclamaWion cXW off all irrigaWion sXpplies
Wo send ZaWer doZnriYer for salmon.

AboXW 15,000 people WXrned oXW for a proWesW WhaW nearl\ WXrned YiolenW. Some sWormed canals, and a feZ Wook a
bloZWorch Wo headgaWes (GUeenZiUe, March 13, 2017).

Their proWesWs Zorked. The ne[W \ear, Whe George W. BXsh adminisWraWion reopened Whe spigoWs. BXW WhaW had a
deYasWaWing effecW on Whe fish: Some 70,000 died and Zashed Xp on Whe riYer's banks, according Wo some
esWimaWes, leading Wo proWesWs from doZnriYer Wribes like Whe YXrok and KarXk Zho depend on Whe fish for boWh
religioXs pXrposes and food.

"I ZoXld characWeri]e Whe Wensions in Whe KlamaWh Basin as higher Whan ZhaW Zere seen in 2001," said Gene
SoX]a, Whe direcWor of Whe KlamaWh IrrigaWion DisWricW.

The KlamaWh ProjecW proYides irrigaWion ZaWer Wo large sZaWhs of soXWhern Oregon and NorWhern California.
ConsWrXcWion of Whe projecW began aW Whe WXrn of Whe 20Wh cenWXr\. The main soXrce of conWenWion righW noZ is iWs
primar\ reserYoir, Upper KlamaWh Lake.
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The KlamaWh RiYer in Oregon. BXreaX of Land ManagemenW Oregon and WashingWon/blmoregon/Flickr



SoX]a said WhaW eYen in preYioXs
droXghW \ears like 1992, ReclamaWion
has proYided adeqXaWe ZaWer from
Whe lake for irrigaWors ² roXghl\
400,000 acre-feeW. (An acre-fooW is
aboXW 326,000 gallons of ZaWer, or
enoXgh Wo fill half an Ol\mpic-si]e
sZimming pool.)

The problem is record loZ floZs Wo
Whe lake, Whe irrigaWors said, and no
precipiWaWion on Whe ZeaWher forecasW.

LasW Zeek, ReclamaWion annoXnced iW
ZoXld make an "iniWial minimXm"
allocaWion of 33,000 acre-feeW, ZiWh no
deliYeries occXrring before Ma\ 15.

"This ZaWer \ear is Xnlike an\Whing Whe
ProjecW has eYer seen," DepXW\
Commissioner Camille Calimlim

ToXWon said in a sWaWemenW. "We Zill conWinXe Wo moniWor Whe h\drolog\ and look for opporWXniWies for operaWional
fle[ibiliW\, proYide assisWance Wo ProjecW ZaWer Xsers and Whe Tribes, and keep an open dialogXe ZiWh oXr
sWakeholders, Whe sWaWes, and across Whe federal goYernmenW Wo geW WhroXgh Whis ZaWer \ear WogeWher."

ReclamaWion also said iW ZoXld proYide $15 million in aid Wo Whe area, along ZiWh $3 million Wo local Wribes for
ecos\sWem Wechnical assisWance.

The dispXWe is proYiding a firsW WesW of Whe adminisWraWion's and, specificall\, InWerior SecreWar\ Deb Haaland's abiliW\
Wo address irrigaWion needs along ZiWh Wribal and endangered species reqXiremenWs.

In a sWaWemenW afWer pXblicaWion, ReclamaWion confirmed iW asked irrigaWors Wo "cease diYersions."

"We are hopefXl Ze can soon reneZ oXr mXWXal efforWs Wo seek near-Werm droXghW relief and long-Werm solXWions for
Whe basin," Whe agenc\ said.

Earlier Whis monWh, Haaland and AgricXlWXre SecreWar\ Tom Vilsack issXed a sWaWemenW on Whe KlamaWh Basin,
calling ZaWer a "sacred resoXrce" and Xrging conWinXed efforWs WoZard a long-Werm agreemenW.

"OXr agencies are acWiYel\ Zorking ZiWh Oregon, California and oWher ZesWern sWaWes Wo coordinaWe resoXrces and
idenWif\ immediaWe financial and Wechnical assisWance for impacWed irrigaWors and Tribes," Haaland and Vilsack
said.

'ThiV iVQ'W Whe Wild WeVW'

There appears Wo be a fXndamenWal legal disagreemenW beWZeen ReclamaWion and KlamaWh irrigaWors: AW issXe is
hoZ Whe ZaWer sWored in Upper KlamaWh Lake aboYe a cerWain eleYaWion mXsW be Xsed.

The farmers conWend WhaW Whe ZaWer mXsW go Wo irrigaWion ² noW doZnriYer for fish floZs. Earlier Whis monWh, Whe
Oregon WaWer ResoXrces DeparWmenW largel\ agUeed ZiWh WhaW anal\sis bXW also said WhaW iWs decision doesn'W
change ReclamaWion's obligaWions Xnder "oWher soXrces of laZ," presXmabl\ referring Wo Whe Endangered Species
and Clean WaWer acWs.

"The\ Xpheld oXr argXmenW and gaYe Whe
federal goYernmenW a Za\ oXW," said SoX]a of
Whe KlamaWh IrrigaWion DisWricW.

There is aW leasW one oWher laZsXiW on Whe
issXe cXrrenWl\ in a federal disWricW coXrW in
Oregon.

Glen Spain of Whe Pacific CoasW FederaWion of
Fishermen's AssociaWions said Whe rooW of Whe
problem is Whe ZaWer in Whe basin is noZ oYer-
appropriaWed; Where isn'W enoXgh Wo go
aroXnd.

There are "man\ promises WhaW cannoW be
meW in a droXghW," he said, and "iW's looking
like Whe ZorsW droXghW on record for Whe
basin."

Spain argXed WhaW Whe siWXaWion on Whe groXnd
isn'W as dire as in 2001 becaXse groXps
Zorked WogeWher afWer WhaW in an aWWempW Wo
forge a long-Werm solXWion for Whe basin.

BXW he added WhaW Whe cXrrenW efforWs Wo
conWinXe Whe diYersions againsW

ReclamaWion's orders are raWcheWing Xp Whe pressXre.

"This isn'W Whe Wild WesW. YoX knoZ Where are rXles. One of Whe rXles is ZaWer has Wo be managed b\ Whe bXreaX,"
Spain said. "The\ are freelancing. The\ are like a YigilanWe groXp."

ProWesWers in KlamaWh Falls, Ore., pried open Whe headgaWe of an irrigaWion canal in
JXl\ 2001 afWer Whe goYernmenW shXW off ZaWer deliYeries Wo farmers in order Wo send
more ZaWer doZn Whe riYer for WhreaWened salmon. Don R\an/AP Images

[+] The KlamaWh RiYer begins in Whe high deserW of soXWhern Oregon
before snaking soXWh and ZesW 253 miles Wo Whe Pacific Ocean. IW is
considered an "Xpside-doZn" riYer becaXse iWs ZaWer is cleaner and
rXnning fasWer aW iWs moXWh Whan aW iWs headZaWers. ClaXdine HellmXWh/E&E
NeZs



PaXl Simmons, e[ecXWiYe direcWor of Whe KlamaWh WaWer Users AssociaWion, agreed WhaW a broad agreemenW ZoXld
be Zelcome in Whe basin.

BXW Whe droXghW is making enYisioning WhaW hard.

"There are relaWionships WhaW e[isW noZ WhaW didn'W e[isW When," he said, referring Wo 2001. "BXW some are being
sWrained preWW\ darn far righW noZ."
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