Here is a strong but policy-focused tone that reflects Pasco concerns about
overdevelopment, water, wildlife corridors, and home rule.

Email template from Pasco DECF to legislators
opposing HB 299 / SB 354 (Blue Ribbon Projects)


Dear Senator/Representative [Last Name],

On behalf of the Pasco County members of the Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida
(DECF), we respectfully urge you to vote NO on HB 299 / SB 354 (Blue Ribbon Projects).
While the legislation is presented as “smart growth,” it instead creates a mechanism for largescale development on 10,000–15,000+ acre tracts that weakens local government authority,
accelerates sprawl and threatens Florida’s natural resources.

Our concerns include:
· Erosion of Local Control: These bills preempt local comprehensive planning and zoning
· authority, undermining home rule and limiting the ability of counties and municipalities to manage growth responsibly.
· Unchecked Sprawl into Rural Lands: Allowing urban-scale development deep into rural and agricultural areas promotes leapfrog development rather than infill and true smart growth.
· Water Supply & Infrastructure Strain: Pasco County already faces challenges related to aquifer protection, stormwater management, and infrastructure capacity. Approving massive new developments without demonstrated infrastructure readiness risks overburdening taxpayers and natural systems.
· Wildlife Corridor Fragmentation: So-called “reserve” acreage does not guarantee meaningful ecological preservation. Large developments can fragment habitat, disrupt wildlife corridors, and degrade wetlands.
· Reduced Meaningful Public Input: Communities deserve transparent processes and genuine public engagement before transformational development decisions are made.
· Florida’s growth must be guided by sound planning, infrastructure readiness, environmental science, and meaningful local input—not by state preemption that favors speculative development.

We ask that you stand with local communities, environmental stewardship, and responsible
planning by voting NO on HB 299 / SB 354.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss our concerns further.

Sincerely,
[Name]
Pasco County Chapter
Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida
[Contact Information]


Here is a more technical, firm, and legally grounded version suitable for sending to
legislators from Pasco DECF. This version emphasizes statutory conflicts, infrastructure
concurrency, water supply planning, and home rule preemption in a sharper tone.

Dear Senator/Representative [Last Name],

On behalf of the Pasco County members of the Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida
(DECF), we strongly urge you to vote NO on HB 299 / SB 354 (Blue Ribbon Projects).
Despite being framed as “smart growth,” this legislation represents a sweeping state preemption
of local comprehensive planning authority under Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, and creates a
statutory bypass of established growth management safeguards.

Our concerns are technical, substantive, and grounded in Florida land use law:

1. Direct Preemption of Local Comprehensive Planning Authority
HB 299 / SB 354 effectively override locally adopted comprehensive plans by allowing/qualifying “Blue Ribbon Projects” to proceed irrespective of plan consistency standards, traditionally required under §163.3194, F.S. This undermines decades of growth management policy and strips local governments of meaningful discretion in land-use decision-making.

This is not coordination — it is displacement of home rule authority.

2. Long-Term Vesting Without Demonstrated Need or Capacity
The bills allow large-scale developments (10,000–15,000+ acres) to vest for extended periods, locking in entitlements without requiring demonstration of:
·  Current infrastructure concurrency compliance,
·  Verified water supply availability under regional water supply plans,
·  School capacity and transportation network readiness,
·  Fiscal neutrality to local taxpayers.
This is incompatible with responsible concurrency principles and exposes counties to future unfunded infrastructure liabilities.

3. Water Resource and Aquifer Impacts
In Pasco County and throughout Central Florida, water supply planning is already strained.
Granting large-scale entitlements without strict demonstration of sustainable withdrawals
threatens:
· Aquifer drawdown,
· Wetland hydrology,
· Spring flows,
· Downstream estuarine systems.
“Reserve acreage” does not mitigate groundwater withdrawal impacts from urban-scale
development.

4. Fragmentation of Rural Lands and Wildlife Corridors
The designation of 60% “reserve” land is not synonymous with conservation. Without perpetual
conservation easements meeting enforceable ecological standards, fragmentation effects remain
significant. Infrastructure corridors, road networks, and utility extensions permanently alter rural
landscapes and wildlife movement patterns.

This legislation incentivizes leapfrog sprawl rather than infill development consistent with state
planning objectives.

5. Procedural Curtailment of Meaningful Public Review
Although amendments have adjusted hearing requirements, the structure of the bill substantially
limits meaningful local review and shifts decision-making away from community-driven
planning processes.

Florida’s growth management system was designed to balance economic development with
environmental protection and infrastructure planning. HB 299 / SB 354 dismantle that balance.

The Legislature should not create a special entitlement class for large speculative development
interests at the expense of:
· Local fiscal stability,
· Environmental sustainability,
· Water resource protection,
· Democratic home rule governance.
· 
We respectfully request that you vote NO on HB 299 / SB 354 and uphold Florida’s longstanding growth management principles.

We are available to meet to discuss the technical implications of this legislation.

Sincerely,
[Name]
Pasco County Chapter
Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida
